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whey were only the vicegerents of God. This form of
vernment never existed among any other people

than the Jews : for they were the only people upon

.earth, previously to the Christian era, that ever re-

ceived revelation from God ; and the laws were con-
wsined in that revelation, which is generally called the
Pentateuch, or Five Books of Moses,

fi1l. MoxarcuY, from monos, alone, and archos, o
chief: government exercised, laws made and executed,
by the autkorily and will of an sndividual. While
the Jews lived under a theocracy, other gations lived
wader a monarchy variously modified. The patri-
archal excepted, this is the most ancient form of
government, and the form that has mast generally

revailed.

Under this form may be classed,

1. Avtocracy, from aulos, Aimself, and krateo, I
rule powerfully : a government in which an sndi-
eidual rules by himself without ministry, counsel, or
advice. ‘I'he Emperor of Ruseia is called aulocrat.
Most of the Asiatic Sovereignsand many of the Afri-
can chiefs are autocrats, and act up to the spirit of this
form. Itis the highest order of monarchy, and often
dezenerates into tyranmy.

2. Gryxocracy, from gyne, a woman, and kraleo,
to govern. ‘This is simply a case where the male is-
sue fails, and the crown descends in the female linc :
but it has nothing in its civil constitution to distin-
guish it fromn monarchy, &e.

8. Deseorisv, from despoles, a master or lord ;
from despozo, to rule ; which is froin deos apazo, to
fnspire fears, or deo, to bind, and pous, the foot.
Fornmerly despot signified no more than masler or
lescher ; and in this sense it is frequemtly applied to
our Lord by St. Luke. It is now used only in a bad
ense, and frequently confounded with tyranny.

- 4. Tyranxy : of this word various etymologies
bave been given. It is supposed to have come origi-

" mally from the Tyrrhenians, who first had an oppres-
* sive and cruel government ; or from Tyrra a city in

Laconia, where Gyges was governor ; or from (ruo,
W oppress ; or from leiro, to drain or dry by com-
pression ; hence tyros, cheese, compressed milk.

Originally the term tyranny appears to huve meant
vo more than monarchy : but the abuse, or lawlcss
exercise of power, brought the words tyrant as des-
pot to imply, 1. A cruel and relentless governor ; 2.
An unreasonable and oppressive ruler.

5. Kixg, from the Saxon Cyning, which is de-
rived from the ‘Teutonic konnen, to know, sicnifies
properly the knowing person, the wise man ; he who
bad the highest education, was well ucquuninted with
men and things, wax deeply versed in the study of law
and justice, unrderstood the state of the nation, and

how to rule it. We have the remuins of this
word in ken, knowledge ; and in ecunning, i. e.,
knowing. Canny is from the same origin ; it i3 re-
eatedly used hoth in Ireland and Scotland to signify
owledge, skill, dezterily ; the canny man is the
knowing, skilful man—he who understands how to
rform, and performs so as to prove his skill.—
g:metimes it is equivalent to gentleman.

IV. ArisTocracy, government by the nnbles, from
eristos, best, the superlative of agathos, good.:.men
of title and estate, governing a country conjointly.
Aristocracy generally prevails in a regency, where
the hercditary governor is a minor or under age.

Under arislocracy may be ranked—oligarchy, from
oligos, a few, and” arche, government. A statc in
which a few inen, whether of the nobles or plebians,
but particularly the latter, have the supreme rule.
This frequently prevails under revolutions, when
the rightful governor is deposed or destroyed.

V. Drmocracy,a government administered by re-
Presentatives chosen by the people at large : from
demog, the people, and krateo to govern.

Noarly .ﬁied to this is :—

oLl

pra— —

Republicanism, from Res publica, the common wealth
—~-what concerns the body politic at large. There is
rather an affected than real difference between this
and democracy : both are of the people, though the
latter pretends to be of a inore liberal type thun the
former. ‘

Federalism, from feedus, a covenant, is a form of
this ; a govermment forined out of several slates,
ench having its own representatives, and sending
them to a general Coungress or Diet. [t is consti-
tuted nearly; es our British House of Commons ; tha
representatives of the different states being similar to
those of our counties. ‘I'he President while in Con-
gress, has little mora power than the Speaker in the
House of Commons : but in the interim of sessions,
has a power similar to that of a sovereign inonarch.
A federal government may be considered a mixture
of democracy and oligarchy: | speak of f@deralism as
it appears in the American states.

. Axarcuy, from a privative, and arche, rule, or
government ; where the legislative and executive
power is acknowledged as existing nowhere, or rather
equally in every individual ; and where, consequent-
ly, there is no rule ; all is confusion, every one doing
what is right in his dwn eyes. '[his is generally the
caso both before, and for some time after most politi-
cal revolutions.

At present only (hree kinds of goverument prevail
in the world : 1.—Monarchy; 2.—Aristocracy ; 8.—
Democracy : and these are only distinguished by
being more or less limiled by law, more or less rigid
in execution, or more or less mild in generul opera-
tion, .

DISTINGUISHING CHARACTERISTICS OF “THESE FORMS
OF GOVERNMENT, SIMPLY CONSIDERED

Moxnarcuy (absolute) is prompt and decisive ; but
often wrong, because the will or caprice of an indi-
vidual cominands and executes all.

Aristoceracy is slow, but generally cerlain : be-
cuuse the nobles enjoy superior light, and ‘are well
cultivated by education.

DENocRracy aims well ; but is viclent, indecisive,
and fickle; ofien enacts without wisdom, and executes
without foresight ; and is generally hasty in gll its
mensures,

Moxarcuy (absolute) keeps especinlly in view the
prerogatives and glory of the Crown ; indepeudently
ol all other considerations.

Aristocracy keeps in view the honor and inde-
pendence ol the nobility, being often regardless of the
people.

Deyocracr labours to bring ali to a level, and
keep it there ; and frequently destroys emulation, be-
cause, through its jeulousy of power and influcnce,
it, in effect, discountenances profound knowlege and
high achievements,

Neither of these forms, simply‘considered, is much
to be preferred. ‘T'he British Government, though
called a monarchy, differs from them all ; and yet
embraces them all. It is monarchical, and it is not.
It is aristocratical, and itis not. It is democratical,
and .¢is not. It consists of the three estates. It is
tnonarchioal, because it acknowledges n king as the
supreme head ; it is aristocratical in its House of
Lords, where the nobles possess a legislative capa-
city ; it is democralical in the House of Commons,
where representatives chosen by the people possess
the same power. ‘I'hese three estates nre perfectly
mized by the constitution ; they counterbalunce each
other, each having an equal legislative authority ;
and this government possesses in itself all the excel-
lencies of the three forms. It can become corrupt,
only when any of the threce estates preponderales
over the rest. In its nature and regular operation,
it secures the prerogalive of the monarch ; it pre-
serves the bonour and properly of the mobility ; it
respects and secures the rights of the people ; itie
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