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* Christianus mibi nomen est, Catholicus vero Cognomen.” — * Christian is my Name, but Catholic my Surname.

"—8t. Pacian, 4th Centur
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DIOCESE OF KINGSTON.

JAMES VINCENT CLEARY,8.T.D,
by the Grace of Gud and favor of the
Apostolic See, Bishop of Kingston,

To the Reverend Clerqy Religious Communities
and Faithful Lasty of the Diocese :

By auo Eocyclical Letter, dated Easter
Sunday, 1888, Oar Holy Father, Pope
Leo XIIL has decreed that Sunday, 30:h
of next September shall be a day of
solemu and vniversal commemoration of
the Sculs in Purgatory.

1. The Pope will celebrate Mass on that
day for the eouls of the falthful departed ;
aud he ep)oirs on all Patriarchs, Arch.
hizhops ana Bishops to do likewiee in their
Cathedral churches, observing the rite

rescribed in the missal for All Souls’

ay, and surrounding the Mass with fulless
80lemuity,

2 His Hollners wishes the eame to be
dene by all priesta in thelr respective
churches : and to all who shall celebrate
Maes for the dead on that Sunday he grants
the iudulgence of the Privileged Altar,

3. The Holy Father earnestly exhorts
the lalty to recelvs the Sscraments of
Peuauce svd the Blessed Eucharlst de-
voutly in ruffrage for the dead; and to all
wko comply with this condition, he gives,
by Apostolic authority, a Plenery Iudul
gevce for those suffering souls,

The Holy Catholic Cburch s declared
in the niuth article of the Apostles’ Crecd
to be the “Communion of Saiuts.” This
is « sweet and most consoling doctrine of
our hely rellgion, By it we who pur-ue
cur pilgrimage through the desert ¢f this
sinful asd weary world, contending with
the patelons c¢f corrupt vature, the evil
tiflaences of mavifold vicious example,
and the enares and aesaults of the devil,
are united In charity and active sympathy
with *“the spirits of the just made per fect”
(Heb xii.), amovg whow are many of our
cwn desr relatives and filends, We
rejoice with  them for thelr baving
attalned the “unfadirg crown of
glory;” whilst they, from their high place
in heaven, look down encouragingly upon
us and, as a “great cloud of witnesses over
ue” (Heb. xii. 1), watch with eagerness
our eucceeres and failures amid the trials
of iife, intercedlng for ue all the while
befoxe the throne of grece.  Ou the other
hand, we are moved with compasefon for
those unglorified epirits, who, though they
yassed away from this earthly ecene tnthe
charity of God, are etill indebied to His
justice for venial faulte ucabsolved or
penance uufuifilled, and consequently are
detalned in that prison bey.ud ihe por
tals of death, of which the Savicur said
with solemn adjuration, “Amen, I say to
thee, thou shalt not go out from thence
till thou pay the lact farthig” (Matt. v,
26 ) Itisthe Church Mtlitant, the Church
Taumpbant and the Courch Suffering;
all three constituting by unity of life in
the mystic body of Christ, the Oae, Holy,
Catholic Courch, coneldered in relatton to
the warfare of ber children in the flesh,
the glories of her victorlous heroes in
heaven, and the purgatorial pains through
which many of ber falthful warriors are
paesing, who fell beside the standard of
the Crose, breathing loyalty to Gud and
His Church in their death etruggie, but are
not yet sufliclently purified for admiesion
to the Holy of Holies, of which it 1s writ
ten, “There chall not enter fnto it any
thing defiled ” (Apoe xit. 27,)

THE SAVIOUR'S COMPASSION FOR THE 8oULs

IN PURGATORY.

When Oar Blessed Lord had consum-
mated the work of Redemption in the
Inst agonies of His crucifixion, whereby
He wade atonement superabundantly to
Hie Father for the *sing, «flences and neg.
ligences” of all men, both the living and
the dead, His first thoughts were directed
towards the euffering souls in Purgatory.
To them He hastened iustantly, to
announce the accomplishment of long.
expected Redemption and impart to them,
as the Fathers and Doctors of the Church
teach us, the first-fruits of Hie purchased
grace by a Plenary Indulgence, with a
promize of participation in His trlumph,
when He would ‘‘lead captivity captive”
(Kph. tv, 8 ) on the day of His Atcension
into the glory of the heavens. So it had
been predicted bp the propbet Zachary,
apostrophizing the Messiah many ages
before: “Thou aleo, by the Blood of thy
Testament, wilt send forth thy prisoners
out of the pit wherein is no water,”
(Zach. ix. 11) His dead body was haug.
ing yet warm upon the cross, when His
buman toul, subsisting Indtssolubly In the
Divine Person, “dercended into hell,” the
abode of the dead, declared by St. Paul to
be in *‘the lower parta of the earth” (Eph.
iv.9) “He came,” snys St. Peter, *‘and
preacked to those spirits who were in
prison; who in times psst had been incre-
duloue, when they waited for the patience
of God in the days ot Nue,” (1 Pet, iii.)
What an awful idea of the rigours of
divine justice and of the grave ponalties
that wait upon tin, even after the remis
eion of its mortal guilt, is here suggected
to Christian minds by this brief sentence
of the Prince of the Apostles! Those
myriad spirite, througbhouv their life-iime
upon earth, had tisned freely by indul
in

gence the evil practices of an
evil age. They *“had been incre-
duious’ the Scripture says, 1inso-

nuuch as they had refused credence to
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heaven, on pretence that God was too
merelful to inflict the terrible punishment
of universal destruction upon the human
race. But, belog true bellevers in the
faith and hopes of the Patriarcks, mavy of
them turned their hearts penitently to
God and crled for mercy in the vame of
the prom'sed Messlah when they saw
themselves perlshing between the un-
locked “fountaine of the great deep and
the cataracts of heaven.” Thelr cry of
contrition reached the ears of the God of
mercy, and they were saved from eternal
dampation, Nevertheless, wkea the
Redeemer visited them on that First Good
Friday, two thoussnd and four hundred
yoars after their death, they were still
prisoners of justice, For, although the
mortal guilt of thelr criminal excesces had
been expiated by thelr penitential agony
in the waters of the Deluge, and the cor-
responding debt of eternal chastisement
bad been forgiven, they had not “filled up
the things that were wanting of the suffr-
ings of Chiist In their flesh” (Col. i, 24 )
by voluntary personal atonement in union
with that of the Saviour, Hence their
penance was lucomplete ; and the satlefac-
tion tbey had failed to make to God on
esrth was exacted from them in the other
life by thoee long sges of incarceration in
the dark cavern of the subterrauean
“prison,”—%the pit wherein 1s no water,”
But now the day of redemption had come
for them : “For this cause was the Gospel
preached to the dead, that they might be
judged indeed according to men in the
flesh, but may live according to God in
the epirit.” (Vie, 6v) The Gospel, or
glad iidings, preached by the Lord Jesus
in Pargatory to those who had been con-
demnped and punished before men in the
flesb, but had repented of their sins at the
hour of death, was the grace of fuil par-
don and admission to the liberty and tran
quil repose of the bleesed, who were to
ascend with the triumphant Saviour into
heaven, to “live according to Gud in the
spirlt,” for an eudless eternity, Let us
imitate the charity of Christ by dally
remembrance of the poor prisoners of
Purgatory in our prayers and masses, that
we may have a share in the work of
bastening the day of thelr liberation, Let
us sirive by doing frequent acts of plety
eud charity in their vame, and by gaining
the Church’s Indulgences as coplously as
possible in thefr favor, to mitigate the
chastisement thet presses upon them, aud
which it may be our own lot to undergo
when we shall bave departed this life
GUD'S JUSTICE 18 MOST RIGOROUS.

Let vo Coristian make light of the rig-
our of divine justice in demanding per-
soval satlsfaction, even from forgiven
#luners, either in this life or in the next,
The sanctity of God s too boly, the
majesty of Gi.d s too exalted, the omnlpo-
tence of God is too mighty and His jidg-
ments are too juet, to allow the pardoued
criminal to hoid himself free of all debt of
repaiation for his grievous offences King
David repented of his eins and confeesed
them to the propbet Nathan, aud received
an absolute assurance in God’s name that
they were from that moment and forever
forglven. But in the very sentence of
pardon a grave temporal punishmeut was
reserved agaiust him : “The aword shall
never depart from thy house, because
thou hast despized me ; the child that is
born to thee ehall surely dle” (i Kiugs
xil) Therefore, did this penitent and
pardoned king spend sll the remalning
days of kis life in compurction of heart ;
he “did eat aches like bread, and mingled
bis drink with weeping,” and he cried to
God contiouaily, “1f Thou, O Lord, wilt
mark {niquities, O Lord, who shall stand
1P’ “Wash me yet more and more from
my Iniquity and cleanse me from my sin”
(Ps, el exxix.1,) Commenting on which
example, St. Augustine gives this admon
itiou to all Christians :—*[mplore mercy,
but lose not sight of justice, In His mercy
God pardons stn ; He punishes it in His
justice. What 7 dost thou seek for mercy,
and shall ein remain unpunished 7 Let
David, let other sinners anawer : let them
answer with David and eay : ‘Lord my sin
shall not remain unpunished ; but that
Tnou mayest not punish it, I myself will’”?
(In pealm 1)

Men may contrive to forget their sinful
past, relying overmuch on therectitude of
their renewed life, Bat 1t is written
“there are juet men, and wise men, and
their worke are in the hsnd of God:
and yet men knoweth not whether he be
worthy of love or batred” (Ecli, ix. 1),
The attribate of jastice in God 1s compre
hended in all its relations by Himself
alone. The examples above cited, and
others recorded in Holy Writ, terrible
though they are, give us but an inade
quate idea of it. Let us, therefore, “in
fear and trembling work out our salva.
tion” (Phil, 1i.), that, whensoever death
sball seize ue (and it may come unex
gectedly) wemay be prepared to meet the
Sovereign Judge, who “will judge justices’
and “search the reins and hearts” of men :
snd who hes d beforehand the
extreme severity of Hia scrutiny into our
lives: “I say to you, that every lidle
word that men shall speak, they shall
render an account for it in the Day of
Judgment” (Ps, )xxiv, Apoc. ii. 23. Matt,
xii, 36 ). An idle word, a petty vantty,
a passing emotion of impatience, may
appear to some minds undeserving of
chastisement ; but in reference to these
and llke venial faults, which St. Paul
compares to ‘‘wood, hay aud stubble”
mixed with “gold, sliver and precious
stones” in the building up of our lives,
be declares the Christian, in whose life
work such unsolid, worthless matter shall
be found at the tribunal of God, must
pass through fire In order to be saved:
“The day of the Lord shail be revealed in
fire; and the fire shall try every man’s
work, of whateort ilis. If sny wan’s
work burn, he shall suffer los:; but he
himself shall be eaved ; yet 50 as by fice”
(ICur, iif) Oh! How few they are who
shall pass unecathed thbrough vhis ordeal
of five !

THE POWER OF THE CHURCH TO GRANT
INGULGENCES,
The eplrits visited by Christ in prison

Noe's denunciations of the vengeance of

were but a type of the many miilivns of

believers who dle in every age without
having fully suticfied God’s justice for
their sins by works of penauce, The
Saviour compassionates them all, Bat
He has gone, body and eoul, to heaven, to
erjoy His eternal triumph at the right
baud of His Father, and has left the ad-
minfstration of His Church and the
agencles of salvation unto men in the
bands of His representatives on eartb,
The power to exerclse clemency towards
penitent sinners in the flesh aud the suf
fering ssints in Purgatory by means of
Indulgence, or remission of their debt of
temporary puvishment, Is one of those
manifold epiritual sgencles intrusted by
Our Divine Lord to the Bshops of His
Church, more particularly to St. Peter
and his successors. Every prerogative of
the Man God, ss head and ruler of His
kingdom on this esrth, 1s vested in the
Apostolic bierarchy, to whom he delivered
the supreme and unlimited commiseion,

“Amen, 1 say to you, whatso-
ever ye ehall bind upon eartb,
shall  be bound also in  hea

veu : and whatsoever ye shall loose upon
earth, ehall be loosed also in heaven,”
(Matt, xviii.) “As the Father hath
seut me I also send you” (John
xX. 21) “All power {8 given to me
in  heaven and on earth, Gy ye,
therefore, . . ., . Bebold 1 am with you
all days” (Matt. xxiii,) All what«oever
“binds” the souls of men, and prevents
their entrance into heaven, 18 consequently
In the power of the hierachy to “loose” by
virtue of the plenitude of Christ’s epiritual
suthority communicated to them, They
may therefore rewmit, wholly or in part,
the epiritual debts of the living, aud may
effect the release of the poor prisoners of
Pargatory by application of the super-
abundact and inexhaustible merits and
satisfactions of Jesus Christ, our sole
Atoner, and of His Blessed Mother and
the martyrs and confessors, whose super-
abounding patlence and charity derived
all their merit and saiisfactive value from
His grece,

A striking example of the exeicise of
the power to grant Indulgencesis recorded
in Holy Writ, St. Paul “in the name of
our Lord Jesus Cbriet” fvflicted grave
punishment on a certain incestuous wan
in Corinth, The puuishment was medt
cinal, that the man’s “epirit may be
taved in the day of our Lerd Jesus
Obrist,” It was not merely an ecclesias
tical penalty, directed to the preserva-
tion of external discipline; it was to have
its effect in the sight of Our Lord Jesus
Churist, and was to weigh favorably in the
balauce for the einner’s account on the
day of judgment, as the text H
was therefore a truly satisfactive penance
Imposed by ecclesiastical authority for
reparation to God, Before the completion
of tke preecribed term of chastisement,
the Apostle, having heard of the mau’s
siucere and heartfelt coutrition, remitied
to him what remsined of the fmposed
penalty, thus temperivg justice with
clemency ; and this he did, as he says, “in
the person of Christ.” The abridgement
of the measure of ratisfaction for sin was
therefore valid in the sight of Chriet, and
must have been uo liss available to the
penitent sinner for his soul's welfare than
would bave been the fuifilment of the
remalnder of tbe prescribed course of
penance, whereby his “spirit would be
taved in the day of our Lord Jecus
Carist.” (L Cor. 5 ¢, IL Cor, ii. c)
I'bls was exactly an Indu'gence, that is, &
relaxation of the penancs ordered by the
Church to be performed In sati-fastion of
God's justica, It pre supposes the sinner’s
true convereion to God, followed by self
chastisement in some degree, by way of
personal atonement for guilty deeds. It
18 granted “in the persou of Christ,” by
those whom He has inveited with the
power of “binding” aud *loosing” the
shackles of the eoul,and in whom it resldes
as a permanent and ordinary hierarchial
prerogative, which St. Paul allowed to
belong also to those who ruled the Charch
In Corinth, and the Bishops in every age
have regarded as an inherect right of their
office,

It 1s in & epecial degree the prerogative
of the Pope, the Vicar of Chriet. For to
him, in the person of blessed Puter, was
given eingularly, and apart from all
others, the supreme commiselon to bind
and loose all spiritual bonde, in the self.
ssme form of words in which it was given
to the whole Apostolic College with Peter
at their head. (Matt. xvi) It belongs to
the hierarchy with Peter : it belongs to
Peter pre-eminently. To emphasize more
distinctly the individual soverelgnty of
St. Peter and his successors in the exercise
of this prerogative, Our Lord was plessed
to bestow it on Slmon Peter by the slgni
ficant symbol of the keys of the kingdom
of heaven, delivered to him solely and
exclusively, “Thou art Peter,” eaid He to
Simon fn presence of the other Aposties }
“I will give to Thee the keys of the King-
dom of Heaven, Whatscever Thou shalt
bind,” ete. Thue the power to dispense
indulgences, and all whatsoever else of
jurlediction, authority, or prerogative
belong to the corporate hierarchy, belong
siogularly and pre eminently to him wao
for the time being is Christ’s Vicar, that
I3, to Peter or his legitimate successor in
the chair of supreme government.

In the fulness of compassionate charity
for those dear children of the Church who
died the death of the just, but are under-
going paluful purgation preparatory to
their entrance into eternal rest, our Holy
Father the Pope, has decreed to use this
unlimited power of the *“Keys of the King
dom of Heaveu” and unlock the treasury
of epiritnal graces in their behalf, The
year of his vacerdotal Jubilee has not yet
explred  In every nation under the snn

Gegiares.

ful everywhere, The blessed citizons of

the heavenly Jerusalem beyond the skies
have been made participants Jn the
festivities  of his golden  Jubllee
by those eurpasseingly grand and
majestic rites  of canonizstion and
beatification in  8t, Peter’s Roman

Basilica, whereby ten Christian heroes
were duly awarded the honors proper to

Church,and others were declared “Blessed”
before God and men and entitled to
public religlous bonors, by reason of the
transcendant virtues and heavenly favors
illustrated in thelr lives. Aud now, to
crown the work of Jubilee celebration
aud give the sphere of festivity its fullest
Catholic extension, Pope Leo X'II. has
ordained that Sunday, 30:h nst., shall be
8 universal hollday on Earth, 1a Pargatory
and in Heaven. On that day the Church
Militant shall gather around her altars in
every dlocese and every parish all over the
globe, and offer the “clean oblation” of
the Lamb of God in suffeage for the souls
of the faithful departed : the Church Suf
fering shall be visited by angels from
before the throne of the Most High bear
ing the glad message of smmnesty and
immediate deliverance from captivity, in
respouse to the supplications sent up from
the earth : and the Church Trinmphant
sball exult and rej dce at the sight of
millions of their extied brethren received
up lato the new Jerusalem with songs of
jubilation, avd conducted by thelr Angels
(uardian to the throne of the Great King,
to reccive the crown of everlasting glory
and be the companions of their bliss for
ever and ever. It will indeed be a day of
Jubilee, Let us prepare to celebrate it
worthily and with profit to as wany as
posalble of the svffering souls by devout
reception of the S:craments, in fulfi'ment
of the conditions requisite for galning the
Plenary Indulgence tn their favor.
INDULGENCES FOR THE DEAD,

Au ladulgence granted to the living is
an act of jurisdiction, whereby the pend.
tent sinner is sbiolved from the debt of
temporary punishment lying againet him
in God’s account, the merits and satisfac
tions of Christ being offered to God by
the Church in lieu of the per onal satis-
factlons thus remitted to the siuner.
Betng a juiidical absolution, its effect 1s
alway s aesured, unless the penitent be in-
dispoced for such grace by attachment to

sin, The wsouls of the faithful de.
parted, although they are members
of the Cburch, bound to her in

cherity by the commuunlon of salnta,
are outslde the ephere of her juris

diction, They are ‘““in the bands of
God”  (Wisdow IiL) for execution
of the sentence, all just and all-

holy, pronounced upon them at their parti
cular judgment in the moment of deatb:
and cousequently are not subject directly
to the * binding and loosing ” authority
of the Church’s tribunals for plenary or
partlal remission of thelr sentence, "Bat
though ehe canvot impart fudulgences to
the dead, as to the livirg, by a judicial
decreo of absolution, she cannot effcctually
relieve them thiough her interpos'tion
with God in their favor by way of suflraye
or impeiration, Oar prayers, 1asir,
alms deeds, the oblation of holy mass ard
other pious works, when offcred to God in
satlsfaction for thelr verial faults or un-
performed penaucee, are 6o many forms of
suffragefor the dead,and are declared by the
Church to be, in general, salutary to them,
So also Indulgences likewise are applicable
In their favor, as su/rages, according to the
traditional teaching and piactice of the
Uathelic Church. They are, however, ap
plied to the dead irdirectly only, that Is,
through the living,who,being in thestate of
grece, fuifil the prescribed works of piety
and other reqaisite conditions for galning
the prowlsed iudu’gence, and offer this to
Gd, by way of sutfrage, for the souls of
the deceated holy ones. An indalgence,
applied thus to the souls in Purgatory
diffcrs in two important respects from the
private suffrages of the falthful fp thelr
behalf. Firet, it is a formal petltion of
the Church herself to God for mercy to
those individuai souls whom sne recom.
mends to the divine favor through our
special intentions ; and we are confident
that her pleadings for her suffering chil-
dren will find acceptance at the throne of
mercy, Second, her indulgences are not
merely prayers and pleadings for them,
bat are, moreover, her rightful and
autborized offering of the superabundant
satisfacuions of Christ, the Blesscd Virgin
and the Saints, In solution of the debt of
punishment lying against the saffering
souls. For this purpose she employa the
keys of the sutritual treasury delivered to
her by our Divine Lord, and acts with
divine authority fn distributing its riches
according to her discretion, God, who
bestowed this power upon her, will not
desplse her suffrage presented to Him in
this form. When she grants her indul-
gences in connection with the holy Sac
rifice of the Mass, we must regard them
ag the surest of all forms of suffcage for
the relief of the faithful departed, not
ouly in general, but in regard of the
individual souls to whom she allows us to
apply them by our epecial intentions.

SACRIFICE IS ESSENTIAL To TRUE RELIG-

ION IN ALL AGES,

Sacrifice 18 “the first and most neceesary
act of religion,” as we are taught in our
Catechlsm, From the beginning of the
world It has been praciiced. Even among
the scattered races, who gradually forgot

God’s saints fn the public worship of the |

88.

correct the contrary error, which in later
| Ymes possessed the Jewih vulgar mind
St. Paul put forth this fundsmental
dogma, ©It {s tmporsible that with the
blood of oxen and goats sin should be
takenaway” (Heb, xxxi.) Obyi yusly there
| i3 uo natural relation between the epilling
| of avimal blood aud the spiritual effoct
of purgation of the soul from the staln of
sein,  Whercfore the aonual saerifice of
explation cffered by the High Iclest of
the Old Law in the temple of Jernealem,
and the other sacrifices prescribed in Lovi-
ticus for the remission of sln ; likewise
the sacrifices of the blessed Patriarchs of
the Hebrew race and of Job and Mol
chisedech and other faithful priests among
the Gentlles, availed to lnsure divine
mercy toward slnners, not by any lntrinsic
virtue of their own, but soley through
the merits of Oar Lord Jesus Chorlst, the
Mesgiah, whose fmmolation of Himeself on
Mt. Calvary was prefigured and accepted
In faith by means of those divers sacri.
fices. Of this also did St Paul deem it
uecessary to remind the Jews of his day
in theee words :  “Chrlst is the mediator
of the New Testament ; that by means of
His death, for the Redemption of those
travegressions which were under the forme
Testament, they who are called IRy receive
the promise of eternal inheritance” (Heb,
Ix. 15). Whence Jesus Christ is repre-
sented in the Apocalypee (xili, S) “as the
Lamb which was slain (typleally) from
the beginning of the world,”

Sacrifice 18 as neceseary in the nine
teenth century as in avy former sge for the
application of the merits of Calvary to
men’s souls. The bellef in the Messiah's
universal atonement did not euflice unto
salvation for men throvghout the four
thoueand years that preceded that great
central event of the bistory of God’s deal- §
Ings with the buman race.”  Sacrifics and
Sacraments were needed to briog the
Blood of the Saviour’s wounds to fndl
vidusl souls for thelr hesling in faith.
Gudro ordaived, and men so belleved and
practfsed, The rame rule holds good for
maukind in the ages posterior to the con
sumation of the central sscrifice of atone.
ment, common to the past and the
future. Without individual application
through channels prescribed by faith,
the eoul-savirg merfts of Christ’s pas
tlon would bpe now, as formerly,
of no avail to men In the ordinary
course of God’s Providence. The Blood
of Redemption would be a sealed foun
tain, a locked treacure, The Gospel
would be a noble poem, rich in wisdom

through divers channels, but chiclly
through the channel of sacrifice offered in
faith,  Similurly in the Cortstian Dispen

the Old Law must be verified in the fal
ness of reality, the same B ood of ('ilvary
shall flow down, and shall continue for
ever to flow, upon the souls of men, and
shall be applied to individuals through
the proper chaunuels ordained by the
graces according to each ome's require-
mente. Itshall flow more copiously;aud Its
conduits shall be more readily dfscernible,
and more easy of access, and more simple

In agency than under the former Testa
ment—“When the way into the
rauctuary was not yet made manifest”
(Heb. ix.,, #). Through the seven sacra-
ments of the New Law, the whole order
of Christian Iife shall be sanctified, from
the cradle to the grave, by agencles so
elementary and eo practically effactive, |
that none shall fall to derlve the requisite
meagure of grace from them, except those
who wilfully and of thelr own malice place
obstacles in the way of their salutary
operation. And the mysticeacrifice ot the
new and eternal Testament, wherein all
the purpose ard virtue of the varfous
sacrifices of former diepensations shal| he
concentrated, as types in thelr prototype,
and shadows fn thelr substance, chall so
abundantly communicate the life-giving
streams of grace from Calvary to “every
tribe and tongue and people and natlon,”
to every continent of the main land and
every {sland of the sea, to every village
and hill-side, that the waters of salvation
shall be plentiful In every corner of the
earth ; and propitiation and mercy from
heaven shall be nearer to the humblest
Christian in his home, even at the utter
most bounds of the world, than it was to
the worshippers In the temple of Jerusa-
lem, and the High Priest within the Holy
of Holles on the annual feast of explatory
sacrifice, For this s the prophecy and the
promiee uttercd by God—*from the rising
of the sun even to the going down thereof,

the true God and His primlitive revelation
in regard of most other truths, the Patri
archal tradition concerning sacrifice, as a
divinely ordained means of appeasing
God’s anger and propltiating His mercy,
was presecved generally, although mixed
up with various national and racial super-

there has been rejoicing among the faith.
ful; roiemn acts of hLowsge have been
rendered in all tongues to the common |
father of all; aud exquisite glfts, exceed. |
log In value thirty millions of doliars,
have been lald at his foot by pligrinis from |
the varlons natlonallties,  In return he
has dispented paternal blessiogs lavishly
and prayed fervently for his children as|

dulgence and manifold favors on the faith-

| Dispensation, from

stitutions. The People of God fn every
Abel to Noe, from
Noeto Abeaham, from Abraham to Aaron
aud from Aaron to Christ, offered their
sactifices through faith in the promised
Redeemer. It was only as types aud
figures foreshadowing the future sacrifice
of the Messiah, and in virtue eolely of His
merits and power with God in heaven,

the aitar, aud has bestowed Plenary In.|that those wultiform typical sacrifices

posseesed their propitlatory efficacy, To

My name s great among the Gentiles;
and In every place there is sacrifice, and

(Linke xwviii.)
in character, and more sure and cffective | Testament in my blood: do ve this, as often
ag ye shall drink it, for the commemora.
tlon of me” (L Cor, xi
blood of

all sin, fts gullt and it

mouth of Jesus Christ, they

[

NO. 517
For if he had not hoped that t}
were slain should rlse sgain, 1t woul
seemed supertluous and

the dead, It {8, therefor
wholesome th 1ght to pr
that they mey be loosed from

Were the writer of this passage to

regarded merely as an historical \u'.x.l g
of the great public even: | recorded,
his testimony would be nsive of
common belief of the Hehrow peopl
bis time, re gpecting the ctliclency of

rifices offered in the tem s f Jerusale :ﬂ

for the souls of the faithfyl departed,
Aund this belief must haye been x[’n rived
from the teaching and practice of their
forefathers, even in the aes antecedent
to the Mosale Law, The | roduetion in

any iater age of sacriilses oy lained to any
end, such as the relfef of parted son

for which there ta o preseription
in Liviticus, would have been met by
the ready opposition of the Prophets and
of all true lsraelites, not to mention th,
Sciibes and  Pharfsees, who boasted of

more than ordinary z:al for M.ses and

the Law Therefore, the oblation of
sacrifice frr the dead amo ¢ the Jews his-
torleally implies the existence and auth.
entic eanction of such re liglous usage in
the patriarchial times, from which many
other truths of faith and practices of plety,
unrecorded by Moses aud wneon i mned
by the Prophets, passed down likewise
through the successtve genorations of the
people of God, Now, however, the
narrator of thls solemn public profession
of Israel's falth in the efficacy of ti sacris
fice for the dead, 1s the Holy (nost Him-
self, the author of all 8 ripture, It {s He
who has written His apvroval of the
actlon of Judas Macchabacus and his army,
and of the faith aud b pe that prompted
it ; and His divine words shall rememe-
bered and Jovingly repeated by true be.
Hevers to the end of tim It i a holy
and wholesome thouglt t, pray for the
dead that they may be ! d from their
sing,"”

If this epiritual eflicacy hel to
sacrifices that have heer e
of their imperfection, m: t
belong to the eacrifice of the n
ment,” cffered daily by the Eternal Piiest
according to the order of Melchisedec .
through His Vieariove prie le, appointed
to use His Name and s power at s
holy Altar., To this end you, dear Rev.
erend Fathers, have beeu made partakers
of Christ's priesthood thy igh the Saera
mental words addressed to each of you at

your ordination by the ofliclating Bish p

and sweet leasoos of charity, but fruftless | on delivery of the sacred vessels ingo
of grace unto salvation for us, your hands, with the saciificlal elements

It is a primary dogma of Catholfc be | of bread and wlne, “Recolve the power to
lief that the bloody sacrifice offered by the | offer sacrifize and to celobrate maesag,
God Man, the true *“Lamb of (God  that both for the living and for th »dead, in the
taketh away the sins of the world” (Jobn [ name of the Lord,Amen. " Iyisthi power
i, 26), is the oue and sole and all-suflicient given by Our Divine Lord to His twelve
source of grace for mankind in every gen | dlsciples, and through them to their sue.
eratfon, past, present and future.” “By | cessors torever, when, havisg completed
one oblation he hath perfected forever | the Eucharistic sacrif etter His last
them that are sanctified” (Heb, x, 11). supper, e constituted them priests, to do
We want no other eacrifice of atonement, ministeria'ly the eelf same racrificlal work
We can have no other Redeemer. “There which they had juet scen Him do @ “Do
is no other name under heaven glven to | ye this In” commem ration of me.” e
men, wheteby we must be saved” (Acts | had offured His own D aud Blood
1v, 12).  His Blood is the full and peren- | to His Father under the aspecles of
nial fountain of grace and mercy that | bread and wine, In conformity with
flowed down from Calvary’s helghts on | the rite of Melchlsedech, He had ex-
true believers, Jew and Gentile, in the pressly declared it to be a ancrifice, amye.
pre-Christlan era of the wurld's existence, | tie Imwolatfon of Himeolf by H meelf,

wherein His true and real Body end His

true aud real Blood were offercd to the
eternal Father by two distivet ncts of
eatlon, wherein the ty pical m‘lintnceu of [ oblation vividly " representative of Il

h death,
be a sacrifice remisslve of
in the challce being the very Blood where-
by the sins of men are wasied away, All

! which momentous declaratlions are con-
falth {lluminatirg and dirccting them to [ tained fu the words of 1)

He moreover bad declared it to

fn, the Blood

wcharistic Insti-

tutlon according to the original text :—
Saviour Himself for dietribution of His | This 15 my body which is glven for you;
do ye this in commemoration of me,
chalice is the new Testament §s 1y blood,

I'big

which (chalice) s pourcd out Jor you”
“This challee is the new

“This 18 my
the new Tistament which 1
poured out for many unto the remission of

sins” (Matt, xxvi )

The remission of sins through Blood fa

the challce is not limited by Oar Lord,

I'he promise is absolute, and extends to
punishment,

wheresoever remlsston is needed. The

victims offered by the Lovitical priesthood

were benelicial to the faithful dead ; much

more ¢flicaclous ehall ho the adorable Vie-
tim offered by the dlvine Prlest of the

New Testameut to propitlate (Jod’s
mercy fn behalf of the ruffering salnts,
Oan this subject the Holy Conacil of Trent

defines the Catholle doctrine as follows :

—“The Cathollc Caurch, lnatructed by the
Holy Ghost, has, from the Sacred Writ-

fngs and the ancleut tradltlons of the
Fathers, taught in sacred Counclls that
there {s a Purgatory ; and that the souls
there detalned are rolieved by the suf-
frages of the faithful, but principally by
the acceptable sacrifico of the altar,”—
“If any one salth, that the eacrifice of
the
sacrifice, and that it ought not to be
offered for the lving and the dead, for
sins,
necessities ;
(Sess, xxv, xxif. Canon )
SUMMARY

mass is not a propltiatory

penalties, satlsfactions, and other
let bim be anathema.”
OF APOSTOLI(
THIS POINT
What the Apostles had

'RADITION ON

ieard from the
gavo to the

there is offered in My name a clean obla Church, to be pres by her, aud
tion ; for My name is great among the | dey yutly practiced, avd trinomnltted to sl
Gentlles, snith the Lord of Hosts” (Mal. 10). | future generations of h ildren, Such
THE SACRIFICE OF MASS I8 PROPITIARY | Aportolic teechings, commit
FOR THE DEAD AS WELL A8 THE LIVING | to | aper or proclaime living +
Sacrifice for the dead was acceptable to | of the €hurch thr wathoriz
God under the anclent Dispensations, paetors and doctors, a ‘ord of God,
The testimony of Sacred Scripture 1s mest | of which 8t. Paul 'w to the faithful,
explielt on this subjsct, It is related | “Br sthren, stand firm 11l lie
(11 Macch, xii.) in terms of praise that | tions, which you have 1 whether by
Judas, the brave commander of the army | word or by our Eplet! 1. Thess. ii,),
of Israel, “made a collection, and cent | The dogmatic teach he Church
twelve thousand drachmas of silver to | determines the faith of fans ou al
Jerusalem for sacrifice, to be offered for | articles of the Creed e ually, na the Saviour

the eloe of the dead, thinking well and
religlously concerning the resurrection,

has ordained ;

and ber
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