VALUE OF MEMBERSHIP IN THE
.. CATHOLIC CHURCH.
There are but few Catholies who do

not appreciate the value of membership
in the grand old Church, Sentiment,

reason, faith combine to sustain and
inerease this appreciation
All Catholies rocognize that the

Church is the ark of safety amidst the
waves., It is the institution established
by the Son of God to conduct men to
heaven. In and through the Church
has our Divine Lord ordained that men
would be saved.

It is the mission of the Church te
preach the gospel of Christ and to
teach the nations. We Catholies accept
the teaching of the Chureh with absol-

ute confidence. We never doubt ; we
never de 3 never seek clsewhere,
It is onr inestimable privilege to rest

absolutely certain and content, Tt is
suficient for us that the Church
teaches ; the Chureh is the representa-
tive of Christ, the pillar and ground 1}:1
truth. She cannot err, for . .\hv is
hedged around by divinity, ,g'llll-f'll .n‘nnl
direeted by the Holy Spirit. 1t is with
pity that “we look upon those who are
¢ hither and thither by every

“otossed
wind of doctrine.

It i« to His Chureh that our Lord has
confided His sacraments. Her priests
are the * dispensers of the mysteries of
God.” From them we receive the sae-
raments and participate in the Precious
Blood of Calvary. It is the priests of
the Chureh who eleanse the souls of the
infants in the lavor of haptism : it iw'lln-
priests who offer up the great sacrifice
and feed the faithful on the Body and
Blood of Christ ; it is the priests who for-
give sins in the sacrod tribunal and pour
the balm on the wounded sonl ; it is the
priests who bless the marriage of the
young twain as they kneel before the
altar of God ; and it is the priests who
stand by the bedside of the sick unto
death to comfort them with the last
anointing and strengthen them against
the hour of confliet. There is no one
but has noted the love and « evotion of
the Catholic people for their priests.
And this love, this devotion, is the best
of the value which Catholies

evidenee
place upon membership in their Chureh,
Kyery Catholie appreciates the spiritual
value of membership in the Church of
God, and those outside of the Chureh,
sineere souls, envy the Catholies their
confidence and their affectionate loyalty
to it.  They eannot help but contrast it
with their own indifference to the sect
to which they belong. And how their
hearts yvearn for an institution strong,
Joving, appreciative, upon which they
might lean, and which in return t.Iu-A\'
might love.  Alas for them ! that seeing,
they do not see.  There is but one such
institution, by necessity a divine insti-
tution, the Church of all ages ?

But whilst Catholies are duly appre-
ciative of the spiritnal value of member-
ship in the Chureh, have they ever real-
ized the temporal advantages of belong-
ing to the Catholie Church ? The uni-
versal tendency of our age is toward
combination. In every
is apparent.  The

association,
gphere this tendency
forces of nature have almost conspired
to compel men to combine,  In business
life, in social life, organization is fever-
ishly progressing. There are combina-

tions along every conceivable line,
Who is there that has not noticed the

inerease of societies in
And individual societies

rether into one general

extraordinary
our country ?
are all banded to

organization. There is weely a vill-
age but has some such association.  And

them are for absolutely selfish
for the mutual protection, ad-
of the members,
v often secereey and an abund
wind signs and pass-word

most ol
purpose
vancemaent,
There

prosperity

ance ol grips

But what society in all the world, ean,
even from a mere haman stand-point,
compare with the Catholic Chureh ?
What society so ancient : what societ
s0 centrally strong and so c¢losely bound
together ; what society so universal
what society so noble in its prineiples
and so helpful in its laws and ordin
ances ;. what society so magnificent in
its history, what society so wonderful in
its machine: o powerfalin its govern
ment, so ful in its management,
so ready in its help, so ubigquitous in
its agencie Mere human « « have

long since recognizod it as the
organization the world has
Beside it kingdoms and empires are as
though they wore not.  Alone of
stitutions, it thrives on blows, wm
stronger on persecution

The si

croatest

ever known,

il in
1 waxes

i of this greal organization
the sign of the cross. Its objeet is to
lead men to the love of God and to love
one another. Its hond is the unity of
the Christian faith. Tts head is the
Holy Father; its officials the Bishops
and priests ; its members are the faith
ful throughout the world, men of every
race, of every language, of every coun
try, but all * one " around the altar of
God. Do Catholies  appreciate
what a priv re it s, even in a tempor
ol s o, to | to such an organiz
tion ? Tt boast of the g
secular wizations that their mem

are  welcomed everywhore by fellow
maomhor But the «no part of the
world, 1 malbter how remote, in the
icy wastes of the extreme North or

amidst the j les of
Catholie will not be welcomed by a
follow And what a bond of
sympathy is immediately forged  hy

Afri

where a

Catholice

participation in the common faith !
There is the instantancous realization
of a community inalmost everythinge that
makes life precious, There are  the
same training, the same  thoneht
the same opinions, the san uperna
tural helps, the same hopes I‘{\‘, om
rent of both lives low into one ehannel
How muech is bridged over
know that a stranger coming

tact with us is like ourselves,
liec ! How quickly we become acqi
ed with fellow-traveller,
stance, when we once learn that he is
ol the honsehold of the faith | M
elare that they are friends hocause thy
sit side by side in the same lodge room.
Hut much more to kne
side at the same Catholie altar !

It is a sight, as strange as sad, to seo
Catholics abandoning their faith to
enter some forbidden society, But even
from a temporary and selfish point of
view there is no society which they may
enter which can yield a tithe of the

the
the

how side b

!I\Il\’ull':lKF\ which membership in the
Church brings. These anworthy Cath-
are  as  short-sighted for this
world as they are blind to their eternal
interests, —Monitor, Newark,
R

KNOWING WHAT IS NOT SO.

SECULAR PRESS
THE NEW

When secular newspaper writers un-
dertake to treat Catholie topies the re-
sult is generally misleading and often
ludierous. Perhaps they should not bhe
blamed too much for this. The average
secular writer knows so little of Catho-
lic usages and customs, Church laws
and regulations that it is very difficult
for him to comment upon them without
falling into many mistakes. Asa rule
any information in regard tonew Church
regulations given out by secular papers
should be aceepted with great caution.
An instance of misleading iuformation
turned out by the press agencies is seen
in the comments of Eastern secular pap-
ers on Bishop Seannell’s Lenten pastoral
on the new marriage laws., The Wash-
ington Star bases its comment on the
following press despateh from Omaha:
“ Bishop Seannell has made a formal
ruling for his diocese that all marriage
he made in writing,
witnessed by two persons, before priests
will be permitted to perform a marriage
caeremony.
’!'!:” thave refor o ne ! v!:,.

1
0lies

BLUNDERS
MARRIAGE

CONCERNING
LAWS,

engagements must

refer provi
sions of the new marriage laws that went
into effect at It is, of course,
not a diocesan regulation, but a general

Laster,

Chureh law  that engagements  from
Easter must be in writing to be con-

sidered hinding. But it is quite a ditfer-
ent thing to say that no priest will be
permitted to perform a marriage cere-
mony unless he is shown a written en-
gagement duly witnessed. That was a
wild interpretation made by
the who wrote the paragraph.
The editor who commented upon this hit
of misinformation went wide of the mark,
ted,

guess at

seribe

as might have been exj
The Church has for centuries eonsid
ered a valid to marry be-
tween two persons an impediment to the
marriage of either of them with another
party. Sinee an engagement to marry was
a promise binding in justice she refused
tomarey onesoengaged to any onebut the
person with whom the valid engagement |
was ente But since owing to
the levity of society it is
sometimes difficult to determine whether
the engagement was entered into
iously she now demands as a proof of
validity a written agreement attested

engagement

redd into.

in our day

ser-

by witnesses, Otherwise the party
who elaims an  engagement to marry

cannot appeal to the Church for its en-
The Chureh will not
sider any mere verbal engagement to be
an  impediment  to  marri with
another. For this reason Catholics
should be careful for the future to put
in writing their promises to marry.

It will probably take the ordinary

forcement, con-

newspaper writer some years to grasp
the siguificance of the new marri

law. In the meantime it would be a
good rule for all newspapers to quote

directly the text of any!Church law or
diocesan regulation, rather than trust
to their own interpretation of it.  Many
of these know a great
many things that are not so, and they are

wise seribes

the  memorable century now

peak of ¢

who cannot pre

wtholie dogma with entire

|
sympathy must confess that some of its |
moral results have been admirable and |
useful. The firm stand of the Chureh |
in the matter of marriage and divoree |
for example, seems more and more al

1
blessing as the laxness of law and of |

custom in that respect goes on 1nereas- |
ing. Other churches have been foreed,
if only out of shame at the welter of

marital relations into which American

society seems sometimes to be |‘.||m-,;,|
to imitate and approximate the rigid |
standards of Catholics. We would not 1

maintain that the Catholic position is an |
unmixed it has its incidental
evils; but the testimony which it has
borne to the ideal of the Christian fam-

zood

i ily is something which cannot be over-

i

" THE CATHOLIC RECORD

looked when those who are not sons of
the Chureh are reckoning up their debt
to her,

“Aeriticism often made is that the
Catholic Church in this country, par-
ticularly in New York ecity, has been
too much given to going into polities,
and that it has accepted without ques-
tion gifts from sources that a prophet
could not have looked at with unband-
aged eyes.  But we know of no Protest-
ant church that is entitled to cast a
stone on this account. The truth is
that all churches, under the free system
have to take their own wherever they
find it, devoutly hoping that the Lord
will sanctify the gift. And as for a
church in politics, we would back the
Methodists against the Catholies auy
day.”

NINE EPISCOPALIANS.

AT OVERBROOK SEMINARY SIX

CONVERTS AMONG NUMBER,

RECENT

Six of the Protestant Episcopal minis-
ters recently received into the Church,
says the Catholic Standard and Times,
of Philadelphia will enter the Seminary
of St. Charles Boromeo, Overbrook, in
September,  where Henkell,
Hawkes and Bourne have already pre-
ceded them, Those who will enter at
the beginning of the scholastie year are
Dr. William MeGarvey, Maurice L°
Cowl and William L. Hayward, late of
St. Elizabeth's P. E. Church, this city,
Charles E. Bowles and Otho W. Gromoll,
late of the Protestant Episcopal Dio-
cese of Chicago, and Edgar N, Cowan,
formerly of the Protestant Episcopal
Diocese of Milwaukee,

William H. MeClellan, formerly of St.
Elizabeth's P, K. Church, will become an
instructor ina Jesuit college in Septen-
ber, and may later enter that order,
the Protestant Epi
copul Sisters of St, Mary, whose convent
is at Peekskill, N, Y., has been received
into the Church at St. Elizabeth's Con-
vent, Cornwells, of which Mother Kath
arine Drexel is superior, and two other
members of the same community are
under instruetion there, all
at present guests ol the
Blessed Sacrament,

The one who has already entered the
Church is Sister Eliza, whose submission
was made to Archbishop Ryan on Sun-
day last, on His Grace's
visit to Cornwells to lay the corner stone
of the Holy Ghost Fathers' Apostolic
College. The two who are under
instruction are Mother Edith, forme:
superior of the Sisters of St, Mary and
Sister Marina,

The three Sisters come of well-known
families. Mother Edith was a  Miss
Pardee, of New England, and is a
woman of great intellectual and admin-
istrative ability., Sister Eliza was a
Miss Montgomery of St. is, where
her fathe inent citizen., 1le
paternal  grandfather was Governor
Phelps, of Missouri.

The lay converts in the varions parts
of the ecity include members of other
Protestant Episcopal churches than St.
Elizabeth's, two of the recent converts
being from St. Clement's,

Messrs,

One member of

three being

Sisters of the

occasion of

CHRISTIAN CHARITY.

n:;l slow about making it known. —True The question frequently asked by un-
Voice. believers is, Why so muech wrang ng
B Y hostility, bitter denunciation and misre-
A NOTABLE TRIBUTE. |.r-~~--?|1.1"fur| among professing Chris-
tians ?  The answer is, because they are
) professional and not real Christians.
A GREAT NEW YORK DAILY ON THI ) . : .
R ANTO: - BERY 80 IR CADRDLT Charity is I‘Iwvmluulmwm of Christian-
ity. He who does not love God for his
CHURCH, > 1 3 1 .
own sake and his neighbor for God's
Appropos the Catholic centenary, the | sake, is not a Christian and w of
' New York Evening one of :h.l: weaven. So Christ declared when asked:
most thoughtful and larly of the | * Which is the great commandment in
! great dailies of the metropolis, pays the I the law ?" His answer was: “ Thou
following remarkable tribute to the | shalt love the Lord thy God with thy
Chureh whole heart and with thy whole soul,
' Remembering the old and bitter | and with thy whole mind. I the
wti-Catholie feeling, it marks a great | second is like to this: * Thou shalt love
transformation that to-day it would be | thy neighbor as thyself.” This prohi-
true to say that the Protestant churches ] bits all kinds of gossip, wrang ind
would look upon the extinetion or with- | hostility. The very laws which zovern
'ilm.x.' of the Catholic churches as a | society demand it. The primary objeet
lw.‘.v calamity., This does not imply | of all law is to insure man’s happiness,
l:\‘,| religious or even theologieal con- | by protecting individuals in th dn
vietions has broken down, but that tol- | acquired rights, A law of unive
erance has broadened and that eyes | love, such as Christ demanded, attains
have been opened to see the facts. We | this object. It blends together the
ave eertain that Protestant denomina- [ whole human race and makes all equally
tions would he simply aghast and ap- | interested in laws enacted for the com-
paled if they were asked to take over | mon good of all.  Men, bounde 1=
the work of the Catholic Church in | versal love and desirous that
New York. They could not begin to | against individuals or society sho
do it, Even if they had the physieal [ punished, will lend their aid for t
resources —the men  and money and | pression of crime.  This would be si v
buildings they would have neither the | practicing Christian charity. !
mental nor moral ability, For long All mankind are members of th same
vears now the Catholic Church in this | family, having descended from one co n-
groat rt. has been receiving and con- | mon father, All are pressed by the
i ind assimilating one influx of | same wants in order to move smoot 1y
people after another, It has | in society. To attain a cer PUrpose
sm for religion, and it has held | one depends on his neighbor to a corta n
them | eitizonship. No one can|extent. To be successful, confidence
soberly 1 upon, this vast labor of | and brotherly love must prevai One
edueation and restraint without becom- | is not a true Christian until he is alwayvs
ing convineod that it has been an in- | ready to do or aet toward his fellow nan
dispensable force in our public life. | only as he would have his fellow n wn do
The Protestant churches have been | or act toward him. If this rule should
wnd are now more than ever unfitted | govern the actions of men how differ it
other by te rament or methods to | would the state of soctety be from what
ittack so  gigantie a problem, Thoy | we now havo it Mai would not ehoeat
lack the authority he compelling foree | fellow man when anopportunity offered -
of supernatural fears, if one insists. | self.  Man would not swindle a follow
Nothing but a venerable and universal | man who happened to place confidence in
institution, always the same, yet always | him, and if he did society, hound to-
changing, could have taken her incom fraternal love, would repud
i ing children —the raw material of Ameri- persons, and scorn their ver
can ind done for them what the Cath which  tended to  disrunt
u“w * Chureh in this city has done dar society. It is hecause faith is dead, and
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ity. During his public life no one ap-
pealed to Him in vain,  With Him there
was no distinetion of persons,  Pagan,
Joew and Gentile shared in His good
works, His enemies shared in His
merey. * Father [ He exclaimed, when
dying on the cross, * forgive them, for
they know not what they do.”

Yet whilst the teaching and example
of Christ obliges His followers to forgive
the fauits even of an enemy and closes
the mouth of the detractor, Christian
charity does not require one to shield
those who violate the law which govern
society, On the contrary, it demands
that one should publish such violations
and aid the law in the punishment of
crime ; for upon the observance of the
law rests the security of society. It is
the great barrier against anarchy and
lawlessuess of all kinds, It would be a
false prineiple to suppose that Christian
rity demands the shielding of crime,
sinee Christ has said : * Render unto
Ciesar the things that are Caesar's,” and
all violations of ¢ivil law come under
Cresar's  jurisdietion., Intermountain
Catholie.

CATHOLICS AND PROTESTANT
SERVICES.

The question may sometimes be asked,
Why do Catholies give missions to
non-Catholies and especially invite Pro-
testants to hear Catholie doetrine ex-
pounded by Catholic priests, when at
the same time Catholies resent any at-
tempt to get Catholies to attend a Pro-
testaut service 7"

The answer is simply this: Protestants
are invited by Catholies to listen to ex-
planations of Catholic doetrine,

The answer is simply this: Protestants
can attend without violating any prin-
ciple of Protestantism, which is a re
ion of private opinion. Diselaiming in-
fallibility both for himself and for the
denomination to which he ma)
ent be giving his allegiance,

Protestant

at pres-
a logieal
necessarily be in the
attitude of a seeker after trath,

On the other hand, a Catholie, not
resting his faith on varying and fallible
witnesses, but on the infallible Chureh,
believes that he possesses an absolute
that this Church is the one
Chureh and the only Chureh that Jesus
Christ This
clear in his mind as the
mathematical proposition that two and
two make four. It admits of no g
no shadow of a doubt. The L
testant is a seeker after
truth ; the Catholie believes that he has
already found it.  The Protestant, there-
fore, can take part in any religious ser-
viee, for he knows not at what turn he
may more light to cause him to
change his present denomination for
another, but the Catholic because of the
facts stated, cannot, without violating
the essential principles of his faith, take
part in the religious e of
any Church but that which he believes
to have been instituted by Christ. Par-
ticipation, therefore, in a Protestant
service is, to the Catholic mind, not
merely a question of liberality dr toler-
ation or broad-mindedness ; it is a ques-
tion simply of right and wrong.—Catho-
lic Standard and Times Almanae.
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THE STRENGTH OF THE CHURCH IN
THE UNITED STATES.

It is generally conceded by judicious
men who know conditions and who at
the same time have an outlook over the
country at large, that there are at least
15,000,000 Catholies within the horders

of the United States, They say that
this figure is a conservative statement.
The directory puts the figure at

13,887,426, but we know that this figure

1s ol

ned hy compilation from reports

788,073 over the figures of last vear,
Including the Catholie population of
the Philippines, which amounts to
7,106,452, and adding the 1,000,000 Cath-
olic population of Porto Rico and 35,
000 Catholies of the Sandwich Islands,
the entire Catholic population under
the United States flag amounts to
22,018,898, As the Christian communi-
cants of the United States are estimat-
ed to be about 33,000,000 it is seen that
we Catholies are more than one-third of
the Church-connected people of the
country. The largest of the Protestant

denominations in this country is the
Methodist Episcopal Church, whose
membess number 3,036,667,

The statisties of the Catholiec Diree-

tory reveal a number of interesting
facts. In this country there are 15,565
Catholie clergymen, 11,496 being secu-
lar priests and 4,069 being members of
religious orders,
Benedictines,
cans and forty-five other communities.
The total number of Cathole Churches
in the United States is 12,513, of whic

8,408 have resident
supplied from neighboring parishes,
There are 81 seminaries, 5,608 students,
200 colleges for boys and 697 academies
for girls, There re L83 parochial
schools with an average attendance of
L113906, Including the children at
parochial schools, high schools, colleges

such as the Josuits,

Redemptorists,  Domini-

s, 4,105 being

pasta

academies,orphan asylums andother ehar-
itable institutions, the grand total num-
ber of children in Catholic educational
institutionsis 1,310,300, Thereare 57,463
nuns in the United States, all of
engaged in edueational or eharitable
work. There are 272 orphan asylums, in
which 42597 orphans are cared for.
All told, there are 1,051 charitable in-
stitutions under Catholiejsupervision in
this country,
The United
governed by one Apostolic
one Cardinal, thirteen Archbishops,
ninety-four Bishops, two Archabbots,
seventeen Abbots, two Viear- \ postolics,
one Prior and one l'n-h--*r-,\]m"nlin':
the hierarchy of the country consisting
of 132 prelates. In addition to these,
Archbishop Seton, an Awmerican, is at
present residing in Rome. In point of
service the four oldest American pre-
lates are Cardinal Gibbons, of Balti-
more ; Bishop MeCloskey, of Louisville;
Bishop MeQuaid, of
Bishop Hogan, of Kansas (
whom were consecrated in 1868,
According to the directory, New
York leads the forty-six States with a
Catholie population of 2,650,000, Illi-

them

States at present is

Delegats,

Rochester,

and
7, all of

t

that minimize the actual numbers and
it includes some estimates that have
been repeated tor many yvears. How-
ever, this figure shows an increase of ;
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nois is second with 1,463,644 Catholies ;
Pennsylvania third, the Catholies num-
bhering 1,404,604 ; Massachusetts fourth,

with a population of 213,121 ; Ohio
follows with 619,029 and Wisconsin is
next with 518,459, Michigan has 471,
896 Catholies ; Missouri follows with
H7,703 : Minnesota ninth, with 425,
885 ; California tenth, with 368875 ;
Texas, 7: Towa, 240,555 and In-

diana, 2
The figures
Directory in

estimates,

the Catholie
are merely

conrse, are

given in
many cases
and as such, of
not as accurate as they might be. In a
short time, however, it will be possible
to quote definite statisties regarding
the Catholic Church iu the United
States, for under the supervision of
Archbishop Glennon, of St. Louis, a
governmental census has been taken.
The Missionary,

Seandal of Mass-missing.

The Catholic who neglects to attend
Mass is a scandal to the young and to
many  sincere  unbelievers,  Children
have a right to good example from their
elders, and without it the best instrue-

tion is to a great extent nullified. As
for those outside the Church, nothing

makes a deeper impression  on them
than fidelity in attending religious serv-
ices. Of profession they have enough ;
what they are always looking for, often
when they appear to be least concerned
about religion, is “practical Christian-
ity,” asthey call it—the exemplification

of Christian beliefs. If negligent Cath-
lies could only know how much scan-
dal they give to those outside the
Chureh, and the effect of their bad ex-
ample ou the rising generation of the
faithful !~—Ave Mar
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