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TALE OF 'I'Hi“, CHRIST FOR THE
CHRISTMAS-TIDE.
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y to see Him, an 1the

&

tomed worshipers.

little ones clinging to their skirts, had

“* The ungodly ones |

is not for them."'
| the prayers had been

cited, the lessons trom

him, and as e spoke
and burning truth, the

face penetrated the dark hearts in His

drinking in His words, so

y into His woud

a man leaped up fro

aththe sanctaary.

I'nen, turning to the dem

three indignant worshipers, e

fell down waliowiog upon the !
but presently, to the great
of all, he rose up, calm ar

f we should help Hi

orth with the lad,

must stop here,

A voice tfrom with-

LE

his | And indeed

wretched garments wrapped tightly | blinc

about him, was a man. |
“ Greetings to thee!' said a clear
voice of the child.
At the somnd, the man raised his

shaggy head, and turned his face tow wrd

the donreay
“ Who art thou ?"" he said in a husxy
am Stephen, son of Dumachus, I

come .\\"‘ my no I 1 i .‘-“H,ll\
lead thee fort d the great Healer.
He will cure thee of thy blinduess.”
* Nay, thou mo t me,’" groaned

tl

that ol the baby.

Bat the man only groaned and drew

his rags more closely about him
yme—come quickly !'* said thelad.
I'hoa wert an innocent child, the
babe also,’’ said the man boarsely,
‘but 1—who am I, that one should heal
me! I am accursed of gods and men.
: for me to die,”’
“Nay, good neighbor,”’ eried Stephen

inpatiently, understanding nothing of
all this. *' Thoun must come,"’ And
running «quickly up to the man, he
seized his hand and gave him a gentle
pull.

Something in the
childish fingers, perhaps the first fric nd-
Iy touch he had felt in years, broke
down the barriers in the man's soul—
barriers raised by the disgrace, shame
and suflering of years—and burying his
face in his hands, he sobbed aloud,

uch of those soft

Stephen still standing by, his childish
plexed at the sight of so much

soul pe
misery.

“ Qome,” he said presently, again
touching the man. And this time the
poor wreteh rose from the ground,
stretehing h his hands gro

1 will lead thee,"" said Stephon joy-

fully, possessing himsell of one ol the
outstretched hands. And so the two
set forth, Prisca following.

“Dost thou know where to find Him ?'

wsked the men in a trembling voice, a

strange hope beginning to stir in his
heart.

* Nay,'' said Stephen, ** but we shall
find Him." Then with a sudden illam
ination of eternal trath, he added
simply: *“If we want Him truly and seek
for Him, wa cannot fail to find Him."™

Said Prisca, ** 1 heard one of the
women in the synagogue say that He
lodgeth at the house of Simon the
erman. He dwelleth near the lake;

I know the place.

\\ ’.Il"\' !Vl”"" lll on their w l:--
thither, they saw many others thron.-
ing the narrow streets. Some carried

beds on which lay poor sufferers wasted
with every wonful diesase knowa to
wan @ others led the blind, or helped
ilf-erippled ones slowly wnd painfully
And as the multitude, ever
hurried on, the moans ol the

sufferers on their beds, the shrieks of
demoniaes, and the wailing of sick chil-
dren, made a mighty choras of misery.

The house of Simon, as Prisca has
said, was by the lakeside. Tt wasa
hly comfortably
dwelling or two stories, Insteadof the

modest  but  thorou

istomary courtyard, a small garden

extended in gentle terraces to the
water's edge; two or three fine fiz trees

wle, while

cast a pleasant

1 made the spot a
nt one. Here dwelt

Simon, who was also called Peter, |

oleanders,

sweet and |

w fe ind  the mother of his wife,

to her with Andrew his brother. And
hore dwelt Jesus when He sojourned in

Capernaum,

On this Sabbath evening the family,
with their beloved Guest, were sitting
in the garden enjoyivg the cool air,and
talking in low tones. That day the
Master had dore great things for them
The mother had been taken vio

v ill with fever, and when Jesus
L Jld of it after His return from the
synacorue, He |l taken her by the

hand and lifted her up, and immediate

v the fever had left her, so that she
rise and minister to them.
A< they sat, therefore, James and

John being W t : ying the
Sabbath peace, and listening to

s He talked, they became aware ol a

onfusion of sounds me of hurrying
| vit wnd wailing., mixed
hrieks nd  groans, nd ever
drawit earer
8 id thewifeof Peter, r
\ W mean tho
| nn ud ng he
Ma said John ¢ we bring
i « them Andr
e v t y the d he wden and

| ¢ 1s near Pete house a squar
N rlke S ind to this sp he
weare hn A\ nd now they
b n lay | e down upon
« round e first-comers crowding
14 near as possible to the gateway of
t e garden, calling out they did o0
Where is He that healeth Lot Him
me forth to us !’ With many otbe
confused eries, such as, *“ Jesus, thou
son of David, have mercy !'"  *‘Master,
come forth, we pra theo ! And
through it all sounded the woeful noise
of the wailing of the sick ones, whose

sufferings had been greatly inereased
by the hurried journey t wrough the
stroets and by the confusion and excite
mont.

But now into the midst of all this |

misery came the benign fizure of the
reat Physieian, divine love, sympathy,
enderness and healing flowing from his
nd IHis outstretehed hands, even
s the fragrance pours forth from the
cup of a lily. Andas e moved among
the wretched beings, and touched one
here and there, laying His hands on
others with words ol forgiveness and
peace, the moans and shrieks ehangad
to eries of rejoicing and relief Already
many were going happily away, tom ke
room for others who wore still coming
from every guarter, when Prisca and
Stephen with their charge reached the
place.

ores

“He is here,”" said Stephen joyfully,
c¢lasping the hand ol the blind man

are here to be healed; and some are
going away well,”" he continued,

LI1C RECORD.

the presence in Capernaum of the Naz-
| arene, Jesus, who hath wrought wonders |
| of healing, and t¢ acheth new and strange |
My husband, Jairus, whois, as |
thou knowest, a just man, and one holy
n the sight of our God,

THIE CATHO
of the company rose in greeting, | once when she knew that the Healer
and before that one, Caiaphas himselt .
paused, and, bowing his head, said :

“ Most revered and noble
greet thee; and I am especially glad
with us to-day,
for by thy wisdom- thou canst guide us

1 man had already caugh
clamations of thanksgiving, amid the would be there.

thing of the Father of Whom He spea

I would I knew

{rom the hands that

Him and listen to all that He saith,
perhaps 1 shall find out socn,’

vhere Jesus had pansed
and throwing himself on

a hot dispute between my

** Nay," answered Stephen,

which hath eaused

saled by this man.

stinacy and craelty.

seting of Caiaphas, and as the la

together to-day to learn

i the blind man v
He saw; and his |
compassion and tendern

ve for the Healer,

said Caiaphas, ** that the
was bidden, carry )

d heard Him preach

been exaggerated, but
ieard to the full how
this man hath stirred up the populace.
He hath been teachi

vmemory destined Lo become a
rpetual fount:iu of blessing to himsell
and others through time and ¢

“but she only answers :
not help me, my son, and why s
not only in the

CHAPTER VIL o
not seemly for me, a daughter of Annas, ' said Titus briefly.
ingle with them, 1
I bave taken every opportunity to hear
im whenever it hath been possible,and !

iform myself of His te

1bout, but, after the manner of the rab-
bis, He enters into the synazogues and

window of a room in the house of Caia- been doing, and where thou hast b

phas, revealed an aparament ol noble
After the fashion of
times, a divan extended along the wall
the fourth side, being
open, showed between its light twisted

popular reports He hath performed great for the sun waxeth
And Stephen threw himse
down beneath a thritty fig tree.

Titus followed his example, and pu

satisfy myself : for I saw nothing, and of
ard, I make no account.
I'ne creduilty of the common people is
and more especially

return unto God the Father of all.

pillars of color 8¢
son of God, and some lie began pluckin to pieces, thro
God to call sinners torepent

qualified to judge of such matters."”’
It is rumored that 2y

» wan called Nicodem-
** is it not true tha

upon the ground.

tables, and chairs ¢

pnation concerning this

ing out his hand as

done by the Rabbis, a
tans be not of the

, continuing His work of «

ormed upon reputable
perhaps be worthy ol

ange thing abot

leasant morning

lowers certain men of the lower classes,
fessing to be h

nd the word of a beggar-

them so fair, He w

ind lines here and

lwell in Capernaum.
that I cannot make thee

brows her eyes shone swe¢ .
hearts to believe tha

man is, indeed, the Messiah,

s to be the Messiah,

* What aileth thee, 1

among the people.’

*+ His pretensioas are blasphemous i

next Feast day is now not “ I have studied the Prophet

youth up, and nowhere «

it all be well with us.

chosen people ol e hovah from the hand

»ir cnemies ; and He shall establish

ee with mine ov

It is, moreover, prophesied that

David, and shall be born in Bethleher pelled by brute foree to do

*“ If this man were the Messi: tongue wither up in my mou

he added fiercel

As Anna finished reading this epistle,

: tell thee I hate
to ally himself with the priesthood of ' They
the Most High.

** He notonly doth not so seek toally

waiting her pleasure to speak with her,
wid raising her eyes,

** but He hath been heard

side her work, came | profound respect, and then spoke : )
r of the laws and customs

y! the ’harisees

, most noble lady, that matters church, and even

not our laws, and doth eat with unwash-

-

houses to eat and to drink.
hat we require certain v

The man after delivering his message
o withdraw, when
tained him with a word.

with thee, my Anna ?" ; he stretched out his hand
: Man, and report to us of His doir
l at danger to the priesthood,

and to the institutions o

master that it is well, and that

jidst thoun find our kinsfolk in
the repast will be served in the

u wouldest never do such things

jey are in good health,'
the mother and

for he was an old and
“* Didst thou enjoy thy
journey to Capernaum, Malchus 2"
“1 did, most uoble ladyg,’

I could never have borue it for
; thou didst carry me in thy strong
; thou didst sing to me, and tell me
which eased me
Thou art a good lad, and

added pleasantly -
others in Galilee ; ‘It is our duty to guard the
Him to be the Messiah.

rank blasphemy, and

phemer, He ought to die.

knew tormerly in Jerusalem.
k with the palsy for many years,
and when last I saw

not go with those bad m
Stay with the moth
and all shall be well with thee.'’

cur the displeasure of the people.”

applause followed this

of ways and means,
ent took part, with the result
tain wise and cralty men, approved by

were appointed to go into

was walking about in which all pres- | straightening himself
the streets of Capernaum as nimbly as I

I spoke with bim, for I though

mouth of every G

wway his face to hide the redness of h
eyes, he said brokenly

the Man Jesus, that

gainst Him to warrant putting Him to

a servant of the revered

Ul meet Him of whom I have told thee

hee before mine cyes, and I make

A interested in the mention
his own favorite craft.
** They be Simon, with his

and carry his bed

Dost know them ?
I know who they are ; I have often
times seen themon the lake fishing, and
once, one of them spoke kindly to me

iis waking senses.

The two lads were walking slowly |
¢ the lake shore, \'lnp;win‘_;ﬁm\\‘ and
a pebble into the trans-

worked the miracle.

questioned Anna,

beach at their foet.  Stephen had been |
wonderful tale of his |
meating with Jesus, and of the healing
i of Gogo and Limself. §
“ And to thimk,"”

| crowd of people. 'Twas a pretty tale

wnd easy to be understood.

I heard the people talk of it.
in the crowd said, ¢ Good people, this
man selecteth strange disciples ;
But the people paid no man-
ner of attention to him

very many of them

s any of the grown folk.

listened as quietly
fountain, proceedoc

thou must see Him
then tightly rolled, bound Oh, Titus, I love Him so

read, and sealed

my master to one of the rabbis.”

Anna longed to question

further, but restrained herself, and dis- rabbis love Ilim not ?'

said Titus with alaugh.
ous for their own teaching—the canting
have heard them stand-

opening of it was a matter which occu .

g : ] questioned Titus, somewhs Pprise
1 praise for his faithfulness. ki g
being broken, the lady spread open t

narehmont and began to read Meanwhile Caiaphas, the hi
l iment o ( d.

was seriously occupied in his own part

of the mansion. Soon after his arrival |

necds draw their robes about them, for

His face, the night when one as I should
Aas § (8} (

folk were carried to Him to be healed !
to look, and yet I |is that crowd of people yonder about ?
rom every direction !

wait upon him at a certain hour in the

5 See them r i
For some time past, a servant m running

Let us make haste and see !
‘.\'l.\'ln_'..: which, Titus broke into arun,

11 Ml

followed by Stephen.

noble husband, and the High Priest of
the Holy Temple,
we rejoice in the
well with thee, an

it like to the light of the sun—and yet
not like it ; and when he spoke to the
ipart for such parposes. soul that the man |

| must needs see. one could remain |

in "said Titus, to one who was craning
his neck to look up the road.

** Knowest thou not,"”
‘“that Jesus of Nazareth passeth

In truth, though this be a fair
| eity, and though our home be very dear

to me, | often times long for the
loser.  * And many, oh, many others | of my youth, and for the faces of my kins-

palace, lotty and well 1i

after a little pause, ** that we have had
father speaks of the gods,
Mother told me once
that she was of Jewish blood, yet hath
she never gone to the synago. rue, save

| folk and acquaintance which be at Jern- | acquainted his master with the fact, and | when he curses
he entered the apartment with a m'en

at once dignified and austere.

And He pniuté«l
toa cloud of dust on the highws

the quick ear ol the | hath caused much talk among us : To wit,
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« Phou seest that great n

e. ; 1
pbo‘;::ﬂaru with Him,' continucd their
formant. ' The people flock .1

cory village. T'her
im from every village. I'here |
- peen the like of this Man in t

never X ! \
parts pefore ; for He doeth wonder
> i »

healing, and pesides that, He spea

nob as the rabbis, but with _~m-'|3 P
that even the devils obey Him.™
w1 am one that He healed,
stephen simply, for he could not
telling his own story to every one
ould listen.'’
m:;'lllm man stared at him. ** Al
what did He heal thee 2"’ he \hl:(".l

« 1 was & oripple—"' began Ste
But at that moment they were |
rupted by a loud and ln-nn'l\'lnl ery
withal in so strange @ voiee th
started to hear it.

« Unelean ! Unclean

1" wailed
voice. "

«+ Room for the leper !'" shoute
4 dozen Voices; and there was |
stant scattering among those wh.u
crowding the road in thelr anxic
see.

stephen
among the rest, v
of the leper, as he llmiu-t..l pal
toward the advancing multitude
intervals in his 1

and Titus shrank
and saw the tall

erying at
metallie voice :
o Unelean ! Unelean g
His face was partly ¢ :u't'.ll.' d
coarse linen of his he ad covering
he had drawn forward so as to
po sible the ghastly rav
y But it was evident

much as
his malac
vas suffering from an advanced s
that disease the most horrib

hopeless which has ever aflicte
ind.

By this time the confused e
men, women ind children, witi
valking in their midst, had
roached the place where t he
ttood.  As they approached,
sounded forth t

¢ Unelean ! Ui
The advaucing

hack, leavi
the midst of

eper saw Him,

turn from Him,

ran forward, wnd talling upon
the dust, t
“ Lord, if Thon ilt I'h
nake me clean.”’
And Jesus put forth His
ST owill

touched him, saying
clean.”

And immediately he rose u
was seen of all of them that 1l
was departed, and that !
ike that of other

In the awed hush thatf low
talked with him that? 1 been

nen,

but in so low a tone that no ot

hear. Afterward it appeare d
e

o quietly

man's account that the
directing him to
himself to the priest, as M
commanded, thus fultilling ti
cleansing ; and also, that tle
him strietly to tell no one e
wonderful thing which had 1
nnto him.

But as the man departed, a
irose from all the people,
crowded about the Healer me
than before. so that Stephen
who still stood at the outsk
throng, were pushed to one s

““ Was not that a marve lou
said Stephen, when het yul
vOolce.,

But Titus did not answer
ing up at him, Stephen sas
sreat dark eyes were brim
with tears.

TO BE CONTINUED.
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LAY APOSTLES.

It speaks well for th
faith of Catholies of this co!
the Messenger of the Sac
speaking of this the genera
of the League for this mc nt)
have ever beenready to mal
for religion, meeting with
with boldness, as occasior
the pretensions and, at tit
open hostilities of those W]
not rightly understand us
wnimated by a hatred of the

Are you a member of the
de Paul Conference, or of i
or of the many Third Ord
those of St. Francis and S

Are you a member of the
Our Lady, a ** Child of N

Altar or Tabernacle Socie
the guilds or committees
visiting the poor, the S

prisoned ?

What of your zeal for
those who need the day
homes, whether in famil
them or in asylums, for
schools, or, the variety
for them in the settlement

Whilst we are on this
holy season of Christmas
time to show zeal for our
what are you doing for th
hood, the Society for P
Faith of Indian Childre
pureaus which ought to
in most of our large citie
ing the faith of the el
thousands of immigrants
shores, particularly for t

As the children grow u
propose to do for them,
day, parochial and nigh
ing classes, libraries, be
clubs, homes and lodgin
ployment bureaus ?

The field is great, th
“Pray ye therefore th
harvest that He sent fort

His harvest,”" and pra
permitted to do your sha

At the beginning of th
when framing resolutior
it well, decide to give
your Catholic spirit by t
part in some of -these §
pray that the zeal of o
crease and be rewarded
fruit.—Church Progres:

o s ————

The superiority of Moth
Kxt« rminator i8 shown by
the children. Purchas: a |
uial.

Thers are 80 mMany COUR
merket, that it i8 rometir
which to buy; but if we b
or any ¢flliction of the t
would try Bickle's Anti-C
Those who have used it thi
il other prepirations rec
comolainta. Tne li to tu
pleasant as eyrup.




