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In ‘a letter which he has addressed 
to the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, 
the distinguished author, Mr. Barry 
O'Brien, writes :

I address this letter to your Lord- 
ehip because you represent the Qov- 
eroment of England in Ireland. I do 
not t^nk that you will take amiss 
what I have to say. Were you al­
lowed, you would, 1 believe, dis­
charge the duties of your office in 
sympathy with the National aspira­
tions of the people you have been 
sent to rule; to say less would be to 
Impeach your character as a gover­
nor with constitutional instincts. 
"All government," it has been well 
said, "without the consent of the 
governed is the very definition of 
slavery." You certainly do not de­
sire to govern without the consent of 
the governed. Yet, in honest truth, 
you do govern, so far, indeed, as it 
can be said that you govern at all 
Your Excellency’s position is an im­
possible one. You are a "constitu­
tional" ruler in a country where 
there is no constitution. You repre­
sent a monarchy which rests on a 
Parliamentary title. But your office 
has survived Parliamentary institu­
tions in Ireland. The English mon­
archy is the embodiment of English 
nationality; the Irish Viceroyalty is 
the very negation of Irish national 
sentiment. Were you the representa­
tive of an absolutist sovereign, your 
position "would bo consistent, and 
might be strong. As the representa­
tive of a constitutional king, it is in­
consistent and hopelessly wegk.

An absolutist ruler draws his 
strength from an oligarchy, but 
there is no oligarchy behind you. A 
constitutional sovereign draws his 
strength from the people, but the 
people are not behind you either. 
Forgive me, my Lord, but I cannot 
help saying it; the "Irish” Govern­
ment—quecrly so-called—is the most 
grotesque thing on earth. There is 
nothing like it, to paraphrase the 
words of Sydney Smith, "in Europe,

* Asia, Africa, or Timbuctoo." Honest 
and intelligent English administra­
tors, who go to Dublin Castle, find 
out the incongruities—the impossibi­
lities of "Irish" government ‘ sooner 
or later. They think that they are 
practically going from one part of 
England to another, but they ultim­
ately discover that Ireland is a dis­
contented English dependency of dis­
tinct national growth—not an Eng­
lish shire, bound to England by ties 
of race, religion, and history. This 
discovery sometimes does the admin­
istrator good.

"What made you a Home Ruler," I 
asked the late Sir Robert Hamilton. 
He answered: "Soon after I came to 
Ireland, a report was sent in from 
some district giving an account of 
an unsatisfactory state of things 
there. I really cannot recall the de­
tails. I was anxious not to act 
.without further investigation. I said 
to the clerk, ‘Who is the member for 
this district ?' He gave me the 
name. I asked the clerk to write to 
that member, asking if he would 
kindly call on me to talk the mat­
ter over. ‘Oh !’ said the clerk, 
'there will be no use in doing that; 
he would not come.' ‘Why ?’ I ask­
ed. ‘Oh !’ he replied, ‘no Irish mem­
ber could come to the Castle; they 
would not have anything to do with 
us.' I was f amazed. What I had 
asked him to do was the ordinary 
thing in England. To ask a mem­
ber of Parliament to give you his 
views with reference to some state­
ment. affecting his constituents is the 
most natural thing in the world. In 
fact, it is a very helpful way of 
carrying, on the administration. But 
I discovered that this way could not 
be employed in Ireland. Those re­
sponsible for the administration of 
the country could not communicate 
with those who represented the peo­
ple of the country. Here was a wall 
built up bet ween the government and 
the governed. The thing struck me 
as absurd. I felt, it could not last, 
and that something would have to 
be done to bring the government 
into harmony with the popular 
wishes. Talk of the government of 
the people, by the people, for the 
people;, no such government existed 
in Ireland."

A sympathetic "Irish" Secretary, 
on one occasion, invited a distingu­
ished Irish member, to dinner al 
Chief Secretary's Lodge, to 
private talk on a matter of urgent 
public importance. "You asked me

The King of England is above all 
parties. His health is drunk at 
public assemblies in England where 
men of all parties come together. It 
is a national toast. The Irish Vice­
roy is always a party man. His 
health is not drunk at National ga­
therings in Ireland. It is not a 
National toast. The health of the 
King of England himself is not drunk 
at National gatherings in Ireland. It 
is not a national toast there. There 
is nothing personal in all this; far 
from it, so far as the English so­
vereign is concerned, for men regard 
him ns a ruler animated by just and 
humane sentiments in his dealings 
with nations. ". . . That the Irish­
man should not love the English. . .’ 
says Robert Louis Stevenson, "is not 
disgraceful to the nature of man, ra­
ther, indeed, honorable; since it de­
pends on wrongs ancient like the 
race, and not personal to him who 
cherishes the indignation.

Why do we cherish the indignation? 
To answer this question I must ask 
another, perhaps, even two ques­
tions:—1st. What is England's title 
in Ireland ? 2nd. Does it rest on 
moral grounds ? In answering these 
questions we shall get at the root 
of the whole subject; but I must beg 
your Lordship's indulgence, for I 
have to appeal to history; a tribunal 
from which English statesmen, in 
dealing with Ireland, shrink, but 
which, I believo, your Lordship has 
the courage and the sense of justice 
to face. "Politics," says Professor 
Seely, "are vulgar, when they are 
not liberalized by history." The Irish 
politics of the English statesman are 
not so liberalized. The occupants of 
the front benches in the House of 
Commons are present to my mind. 
There are scarcely three of them who 
could pass a respectable competitive 
examination in Irish history. I knew 
the late Mr. Gladstone. He devoted 
himself earnestly to the cause of 
Ireland in the latter years of his 
life; but he knew little of Irish his­
tory. He was frank, he was courage­
ous; he would not deny the fact. 
He once said to me:—■"! am bound 
to say that I did not know as much 
about the way the Union was carri­
ed when I took up Home Rule as I 
came to know afterwards. If I had 
known so much I would have been 
more earnest and extreme. The union 
with Ireland has no moral force. It 
has the force of law, no doubt, but 
it rests on no moral basis. That is 
the line which I should always take 
were I an Irishman. That is the 
line which, as an Englishman, I take 
now." And again, he said:—"You 
know wo thought that the Irish ques­
tion was settled (in 1870). There 
was the Church Act and the Land 
Act, and there was a time of peace 
and prosperity, and I frankly con­
fess that we did not give as much 
attention to Ireland as we ought 
to have done."

Mr. Gladstone was the foremost 
Englishman of his age. He had en­
tered the House of Commons in 
1832. He must have heard the re­
markable debates on Ireland which 
took place in 1833-34. He must 
have heard the equally remarkable 
debates which took place during the 
Melbourne Administration, 1835- 
1841. He lived through the Repeal 
movement and the Tenant League 
Agitation of 1850-55. Yet he 
scarcely gave Ireland a thought until 
1867-68. That a man of shch just 
and generous instincts as Mr. Glad­
stone, filling responsible positions in 
the administration of public affairs, 
should have remained for all those 
years in ignorance of the urgency of 
the Irish question is a fact of ex­
traordinary significance. Mr. Glad­
stone represented more faithfully 
than almost any man who has sat 
in the English Parliament since 1832 
the current of practical thought in 
English legislation. That he should 
have deemed Ireland unworthy of 
his attention, for the best part af 
his public life, is the strongest proof 
we can have of the neglect—the cri­
minal neglect—with which, Ireland,
has been treated by the responsible 
statesmen of England. I have before 
me a list of the Prime Ministers of 
England since 1832. There was not 
one of them who could have passed 
a successful competitive examination 
ip Irish history. There were only 
,wo of them who, in any degree, 

possessed the confidence of the Irish 
people, or who tried strenuously to* 
do anything for Ireland—Lord Mel-
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from 1898 to 1894. I have also conqueror 
before me a list of "Irish" Lord He is not honest. He is not truth 
Lieutenants and Chief Secretaries ful. He says to the people 
since 1832. There were in all some 
twenty-three Lord Lieutenants, not 
one of them, of course, was a Ca­
tholic, for to this day any man pro­
fessing the religion of the nation 
cannot be the governor of the na­
tion. There were only three Irish-- 
men—tame Irishmen, out of sympa-, 
thy with the people. Therp were 
only two of the entire number who

troy; "I dq not come to injure 
quite the contrary. I come to i 
you happy. I come to destroy 
bad government under which 
live. The men of your own na

can govern you.
I am your friend. I come to estab

possessed the popular confidence— I to elevate you spiritually, to
Lord Mulgrave (the choice of Lord i you materially, to make you blessed.

to dine with you," replied the Irish bourne (1835-1841); who was kept 
member, "at the Chief Secretary's ! in office by the Irish vote; and Mr. 
Lodge. Where is the Chief Score-; Gladstone, whoso interest In Ireland 
tary's Lodge ?" “I would lose my ! was first awakened by the Fenian or- 
character," I once heard an Irish ganizatlon, and re-awakened by the 
member say In the House of Com- ■ Land League, and who was placed 
mens, "were I seen in the Castle in office by the Irish vote In 1886 
Terd” I Md kept In office by the Irish vote

Melbourne in 1835) and Lord Aber­
deen (the Home Rule Lord Lieuten­
ant bf 1886). Of some thirty Chief 
Secretaries five only were Irish, tame 
Irish; none were Catholics. Two only 
possessed the confidence of the peo­
ple—Lord Morpeth (the Melbourne 
Chief Secretary), and Mr. Morley, 
the Home Rule Chief Secretary. The 
noble figure of Thomas Drummond 
overtops all the Irish administra­
tors. He strove strenuously (1835- 
1840) to govern the country in ac­
cordance with popular opinion. From 
the day of his arrival to the day of 
his death he was denounced by the 
English Ascendency. Drummond per­
ished in the service of Ireland, strug­
gling to the last to stem the torrent 
of injustice, ignorance, and folly, 
which ultimately swept him away. 
The story of his life is a proof of 
the hopelessness of any man at­
tempting to rule Ireland in accord­
ance with Irish opinion while he

prosperous, and free. You wi 
me a guardian angel." That 
people should reply : "Angel < 
vil, we don't want you. We want to 
be left to ourselves, to develop

not affect him. He replies: "But it 
is good for you that I should come, 
and he comes and he kills and he

to the conquered: "You must have 
my laws and my institutions, my 
religion, my language, my dress, my 
customs, my manners. You must dq 
all things as I do them, and if you 
refuse I will break you on the 
wheel."
I do not say that there are not 

exceptions to this general rule of the 
conqueror’s plea. There is a notable 
exception, which recent events have 
brought to our minds—the case of 
Russia and Finland. Russia con-

holds office at the mercy of an ! quered Finland in 1809; it was call- 
English Parliament. Suppose, my ! ed the "cession" of" Finland to Rus-
Lord, that England had been con­
quered by Spain in 1588, and that 
between 1832 and 1904, at the end 
of centuries of dominion, England 
had, in the main, been ruled by Spa­
nish Grandees, all Catholics, out of 
sympathy with the people, ignorant 
of their history, indifferent to their 
wants, disregarding their cherished 
traditions, despising their national 
aspirations, ignoring their religion, 
and refusing to do them justice, ex­
cept under the pressure of fear, what 
would the world think of Spain ? 
What woùld the English do ?

The following is not a description 
of a dependency of Spain or Russia, 
but a description of a dependency of 
England given 700 years after its 
“conquest.” “I do not believe," 
said Mr. Chamberlain in a famous 
speech in 1885, "that the great ma­
jority of Englishmen have the slight­
est conception of the system under 
which this free nation attempts to 
rule the sister country. It is 
system which is founded on the bayo­
nets of 30,000 soldiers encamped 
permanently as in a hostile country. 
It is a system as completely central­
ized and bureaucratic as that with 
which Russia governs Poland, or as 
that which prevailed in Venice under 
the Austrian rule. An Irishman at 
this moment cannot move a step— 
he cannot lift a finger in any paro­
chial, municipal or educational work 
without being confronted with, in­
terfered with, controlled by an Eng­
lish official, appointed by a foreign 
government, and without a shade or 
shadow of representative authority." 
The conqueror of whom this can be 
said, centuries after the conquest, 
stands condemned before the tribunal 
of history. The English show much 
wisdom in the management of their 
affairs all oven the world. Why are

sia—a pretty diplomatic phrase. This 
conquest obtained moral sanction by 
treaty rights. The compact between 
the two countries was: a common 
sovereign, and, for the rest, political 
autonomy. Finns, representing the 
public opinion of Finland, administer­
ed the affairs of Finland, Finnish 
laws and customs were observed, the 
Finnish religion was respected and 
recognized, the Finnish language was 
the language of the Finnish State 
and the Finnish people. The Finns 
were loyal to the Russian connec­
tion; they were happy, prosperous 
and free. For nearly a century this 
compact was honorably kept. Then 
in a moment of madness it was bro­
ken, to the shame of the Russian 
Government. The case of Russia 
and Finland was, I say, a case of 
conquest obtaining moral sanction 
by treaty rights. But the treaty 
has now been broken, the morai 
sanction is gone, and the whole civi­

lized world would hail, and ought to 
hail with joy the destruction of the 
Russian power in Finland. How far 
the conquest of Ireland by England 
has ever received any moral sanc­
tion will form the subject of the suc­
ceeding letters.

AUTHOR OF THE "ADESTE 
DELES."

FI-

\ . ;

they such utter fools in Ireland *>
"Irish writers," says Mr. Richey (I 
quote the substance of his words).
"are fond of charging the English 
Government with tyranny and vio­
lence. But that is not the charge 
that I bring against them. The 
charge that I bring against them is 
imbecility."

What then is England’s title ir 
Ireland ? Conquest ?—a bad title 
a priori, for it rests on physical 
force. Conquest by physical force 
X admit, may ultimately come tc 
have moral sanction—the only good 
title to the existence of any govern 
ment. But has the government of 
the English in Trclpnd th*s sanction*'
Th*t is the rub. The pica of the

- ■*” ■ Milüiü

The "Adcste Fideles" is the 
Church’s favorite hymn at this par­
ticular period of the year. Its easy 
movement as well as its exquisite 
strains charm the car and make me­
lody in the heart. It is a pity that 
we have nothin English a rendering 
that docs justice to the graceful sen­
timent of the original. Apropos of 
this, the London Tablet announces 
that the discovery has just been 
made that the author of this delight­
ful Christmas anthem was Monsig­
nor Borderies, a vicar general of 
Paris under the Restoration and lat­
er Bishop of Versailles. Where au­
thor and composer have clone so 
well, the translator should bestir 
himself and give us in the vernacu­
lar something of the fine spirit of the 
Latin composition now wedded to 
music admired wherever it is heard. 
—Catholic Transcript.
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8.80 p.m. Committee of 
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NOTICE.
The undersigned, owners of immovables 

in the Counties of Berthier, Joliette, Mont­
calm, L'Assomption and Terrebone, call, 
by these presents, a meeting of owners of 
immovables of the said Counties, to be 
held the 30tb JANUARY, 1906, at 7.30 in 
the evening, in the Sacristy of the Parish 
of St. Barthelemi, Berthier County, to con­
sider if it is opportune to establish in the 
said Counties a Mutual Fire Insurance 
Company, after the principles of Mutual 
Assurance:

Hon J. E Duhamel, MPP for L’As- 
somption, L'Assomption county ; Hon.J. 
Lafontaine, M.P P. for St Barthelemi, Ber- 
thier county ; J. E. E. Marion, notary, Ht. 
Jacques, Montcalm county ; L. M. Forget, 
Mayor of Terrebonne, Terrebonne county ;. 
S. A Chami onx, wholesale grocer, Joliette, 
Joliette county ; Dr. N. Drainville, St. 
Barthelemi, Berthier county ; J S. Rivet, 
notary, and Mayor of L'Assomption, L’As­
somption county : P A Seguin, notary, 
Terrebonne Terrebonne county; F. E. 
Rouleau, notary, St. Barth, iemi, Berthier 
county ; D Laliberte, farmer, St Jacques, 
Montcalm county ; J. R Hamelin, director 
of industries, 8t. Barthelemi, Berthier 
county ; A. A Boucher, merchant, Joliette, 
Joliette county j Dr. J. E. Lafontaine, Ter­
rebonne, Terrebonne county ; Henri 
Boucher, trader. St. Barthelemi, Berthier 
county; A. Thonin, hotelkeeper, L'A—

ST. ANN'S T. A. A B. SOCIETY 
established 1868. -Re,. Wr * 
Bev. Father McFhall; President I, 
Gallery. M.P.; Sec.. J. p.
625 St. Dominique street; M. j 
B.vas, treasurer. 18 St. Augend 

street. Meets on the seeond Su» 
day ol svery month. In St. Ann's 
Hall, corner Young and Ottawa 
streets, at 8.80 p.m.

O.M.B.A. OF CANADA. BRANCH 
26.—(Organized 18th Novembea 
1878.—Branch 26 meets at at. 
Patrick’s Hall, 92 St, Aletaade 
Bt„ oa every Monday ol 
month. The regular meetings |* 
the transaction ol buelne.. v* 
held on the 2nd end 4th Mondeyr 
ol each month, at 8 p.m. Spirituel 
Adviser, Rev. M. Callaghan: Chaw 
cellor, P. J. Darcy; President, W, 
F. Wall; Recording Secretasy, p. Q, 
McDonagh. 189 Visitation «reel; 
Financial Secretary, Jae. J. Uo- 
tlgan, 825 St. Urbain street; Ties, 
surer; J. H. Kelly; Medical Advisers 
Dr». H. J. Harrison, E. J. O’Coe. 
■or and G. H. Merrill.
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► omption, L’Assomption county . Séraphin 
L’Heureux, farmer, St. Barthelemi, Ber­
thier county ; J. E. Dugan, gentleman, St. 
Jacques, Montcalm countv ; Che. Barrette, 
merchant, St Barthelemi'Berthier county; 
Dr J Leclerc, Terrehone. Terrebonne 
county ; Gedeon Pelland director of in­
dustries, Ste. Elisabeth, Berthier county ; 
Ernest Leclerc, hotelkeeper, Terrebonne, 
Terrebonne county; Gaspard Comtois, 
farmer, Ht. Barthelemi, Berthier county ; 
L. H. Desjardins, general merchant, Terre­
bonne, Terrebonne couuty; I re nee Henanlt.
/svn... T D HI__si_ ... i mi —■
oonwe, i errebonne cotiuty; Irenee Henanlt. request, 
farmer. L. P. Fortin, trader, Kile Barrett, *°°tn9 
farmer, J. A. Hsnsoll, gentleman, Zenon _
Boucher, farmer, :
«■.-«.» Che. Hyiventro, f 
gentlemen, .all of SI.
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JACKY.

a . huge ward of the Lor 
,1-1 Iny a wasted little cr 

small that it was r 
But jus-was

«celt to And him.
«,ed a thin little arm In

ti®' gee'd yor afore yer « 

his greeting, and hie e$
tod wi* pleaeure.

"Ain’t yer got no books 
ie asked presently.

! held up a volume, whei 
«ger hands closed over it. 
left the hospital he took t* 
home with him. and in th 
wk room of the tenemen!

read them to his mo 
could not read, and to t 
hrown-eyed Mary whom he 

I remember the tiny h 
where they all lived, the fa 
«other, Jacky and Msry. 
hod wherein they nil slept 
which the cripple lay all dr 
M hour have I spent in th 
tenement, room with the wit 
ehut and the vermin crawl 
the ragged coverlet.

When T did not go the m< 
to send for me with the 
«the child do be askin’ 
“Yuss,” she continued, "i 
‘Mother,’ sez 'e, ‘think as t 

to-day ?’ "
« ‘Mebbe,’ sez I, jes’ ter 

like, 'an' when the days g< 
ain’t come, e’s brok 

she used to a< 
fur 'im te

yer
Yer see,’ 
ain't nutbink 
'cep' the walls, an' times ' 
—pore Jacky," and the me 
would fill with tears. So 
sit by his bedside with a si 
•on my knee.

“Now, Jacky, what shal 
The question always broug 
into the tired childish eye

"Kin yer—" then he w< 
to think. "Kin yer droi 
nigger ?"

"What sort ?" I’d ask.
“ ’E were playin’ the bo 

4’y," he’d say meditative 
make 'im dancin' a jig;" 
■obediently did. Time wa: 
studied art in foreign stu 
my artistic vision was bo 
Greek ideals, and I worsh 
nic models, even though 

•only in dull plaster. Ther 
first I was asked in the 
of the tenement to draw 
nigger in checU^d trousers 
hat it seemed to me like 
tion of art. But when 

looked up from the pa} 
sketch-book and caught si 
small, pinched face aglow 
sure and the ten'-* r't 
trickling down the little 1 
I began to think there mi; 

virtue in the outline < 
than in the masterpiece of

At other times, when thi 
fading in the tenement 
Jacky looked frailer than 
«ketch-books would be laid 
the conversation would 
■other channels. Then t 
used to steal up from the 
stand in the half-open do

“Yer don’t mind me lis1 
yer talks to the boy ?” 
say. “Fur Gawd ’elp us 
a day semce I 'eard tell o 
She would sit on the rui 
with her arms clasping 
and in her eyee there wa 
expression as if a starving 

*d out. And presently 
would rest on the tenemen 
her cripple child lay wi 
drawn with pain.

"Don't cry, Jacky,” she 
ly; “yer'll be better arter 
her thoughts had crossed 
of earth and had passei 
•other land beyond, where 
•od are made straight am 
of weeping is no more.

Shortly after this I left 
borhood, and Jacky used 
lne- Quaint efforts in 
they were, full of erritchi 
literary amendments. 
only when a word was pi 
that the small scribe wr 
«ntiously wet his finger— 
a legacy of pencil smudges 

6 lRtters have ceased, 
has claimed—not Jacky-
7 Parents. And the on 
M<m to be elicited is th 
the children were lost see- 
""^the tittle cripple b<
baby sister—a|ti

1 dreaded


