In‘a letter which he has addressed
to the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland,
the distinguished author, Mr. Barry
O’Brien, writes :

I address this letter to your Lord-
ship because you represent the Gov-
ernment of England in Ireland. I do
not think that you will take amiss
what I have to say. Were you al-
lowed, you would, I believe, dis-
charge the duties of your office in
sympathy with the National aspira-

tions of the people you have been
sent to rule; to say less would be to
impeach your character as a gover-
nor with constitutional instincts.
“‘All government,’”’ it has been well
said, ‘“‘without the consent of the
governed is the very definition of
slavery.”” You certainly do not de-
sire to govern without the consent of
the governed. Yet, in honest truth,
you do govern, so far, indeed, as it
can be said that you govern at all,
Your Excellency’s position is an im-
You are a ‘‘constitu-
country where
there is no constitution. You repre-
sent a monarchy which rests on a
Parliamentary title. But your office
has survived Parliamentary institu-
tions in Ireland. The English mon-
archy is the embodiment of English
nationality; the Irish Viceroyalty is
the very negation of Irish national
sentiment. Were you the representa-
tive of an absolutist sovereign, yaqur
position ‘would be consistent, and
might be strong.. As the representa-
tive of a constitutional king, it is in-
consistent and hopelessly wegk.

An absolutist ruler draws his
strength from an oligarchy, but
there is no oligarchy behind you. A
constitutional sovereign draws his
strength from the people, but the
people are not behind you either.
Forgive me, my Lord, but I cannot
help saying it; the “Irish’’ Govern-
ment—queerly so-called—is the most
grotesque thing on earth. There is
nothing like it, to paraphrase the
words of Sydney Smith, ‘‘in Europe,

s Asia, Africa, or Timbuctoo.”” Honest
and intelligent English administra-
tors, who go to Dublin Castle, find
out the incongruities—the impossibi-
lities of “‘Irish’’ government 'sooner
or later.
practically going from one part
England to another, but they ultim-
ately discover that Ireland is a dis-
contented English dependency of dis-
tinct national growth—not an Eng-
lish shire, bound to England by ties
of race, religion, and history. This
discovery sometimes does the admin-
istrator good.

‘““What made you a Home Ruler,” I
asked the late Sir Robert Hamilton.
He answered: ‘‘Soon after I came to
Ireland, a report was sent in from
some district giving an account of

possible one.

tional’”” ruler in a

of

an unsatisfactory
there. I really cannot recall the de-
tails. I was anxious not to act

without further investigation. I said
1o the clerk, ‘Who is the member for
this district 2 He gave me the
name. 1 asked the clerk to write to
that member, asking if he would
kindly call on me to talk the mat-

ter over. ‘Oh !’ said the clerk,
“there will be no use in doing that;
he would not come.” ‘Why ?’ I ask-
ed. ‘Oh !” he replied, ‘no Irish mem-

ber could come to the Castle; they
would not have anything to do with
us.’ I was lamazed. What I had
asked him to do was the ordinary
thing in England. To ask a mem-
ber of Parliamient to give you his
wviews with reference to some state-
ment. affecting his constituents is the
most natural thing in the world. In
fact, it is a very helpful way of
carrying on the administration. But
I discovered that this way could not
be employed in Ireland. Those re-
sponsible for the administration of
the country could not communicate
with those who represented the peo-
ple of the country. Here was a wall
built up between the government and
the governed. The thing struck me
as absurd. T felt it could not last,
and that something would have to
be done to bring the government
into barmony with the popular
wishes. Talk of the government of
the people, by the people, for the
people;, no such government existed
in Ireland.’”

A sympathetic ‘‘Trish’’ Secretary,
on one occasion, invited a distingu-
. dshed Irish member. to dinner a
e &

state of things|and prosperity, and I frankly

- Gladstone, whose interest i

The King of England is above all
parties. His health is drunk
public assemblies in England where
men of all parties come together. It
is a national toast. The Irish Vice-
roy is always a party man. His
health is not drunk at National ga-
therings in Ireland. It is not a
National toast. The health of the
King of England himself is not drunk
at National gatherings in Ireland. It
is not a national toast there. There
is nothing personal in all this; far
from it, so far as the English S0~
vereign is concerned, for men regard
him as a ruler animated by just and
humane sentiments in his dealings
with nations. ‘... That the Irish-
man should not love the English. . .”
says Robert Louis Stevenson, ‘‘is not
disgraceful to the nature of man, ra-
ther, indeed, honorable; since it de-
pends on wrongs ancient like the
race, and not personal to him who
cherishes the indignation.””

Why do we cherish the indignation?
To answer this question T must ask
another, perhaps, even two ques-
tionsi—1st. What is England’s title
in Treland ? 2nd. Does it rest on
moral grounds ? In answering these

questions we shall get at the root
of the whole subject; but I must beg
your Lordship’s indulgence, for I

have to appeal to history; a tribunal
from which English statesmen, in
dealing with Ireland, shrink, but
which, I believe, your Lordship has
the courage and the sense of justice
to face. ‘‘Politics,”’ says Profeéssor
Seely, ‘“‘are vulgar, when they are
not liberalized by history.”’ The Irish
politics of the English statesman are
not so liberalized. The occupants of
the front benches in the House of
Commons are present to my mind.
There are scarcely three of them who
could pass a respectable competitive
examination in Irish history. ¥ Knew
the late Mr. Gladstone. He devoted
himself earnestly to the cause of
Ireland in the latter years of his
life; but he knew little of Irish his-
tory. He was frank, he was courage-
ous; he would not deny the
He once said

fact.
to me:—‘I am bound
to say that I did not know as much
about the way the Union was carri-

They think that they are ed when I took up Home Rule as I holds

came to know afterwards. If T had
known so much I would have been
more earnest and extreme. The union
with Ireland has no moral force. It
has the force of law, no doubt, but
it rests on no moral basis. That is
the line which I should always take
were I an Irishman. That is the
line which, as an Englishman, I take
now.”” And again, he said:—‘‘You
know we thought that the Irish ques-
tion was settled (in 1870). There
was the Church Act and the Land
Act, and there was a time of peace
con-
fess that we did not give as much
attention to Ireland as we ought
to have done.”’

Mr. Gladstone was the foremost
Englishman of his age. He had en-
tered the House of Commons in
1832. He must have heard the re-
markable debates on Ireland which
took place in 1833-34. He must
have heard the equally remarkable
debates which took place during the
Melbourne Administration, 1835-
1841. He lived through the Repeal
movement and the Tenant League
Agitation of 1850-55. Yet he
scarcely gave Ireland a thought until
1867-68. That a man of spch just
and generous instincts as Mr. Glad-
stone, filling responsible positions in
the administration of public affairs,
should have remained for all those
years in ignorance of the urgency of
the Irish question is a fact of ex-
traordinary significance. Mr. Glad-
stone representied more faithfully
than almost any man who has sat
in the English Parliament since 1832
the current of practical thought in
English legislation. That he should
have deemed Ireland unworthy of
his attention, for the best part af
his public life, is the strongest proof
we can have of the neglect—the cri-
minal neglect-—with which_ Ireland,
has been treated by the responsible
statesmen of England. T have hefore
me a list of the Prime Ministers oi
England  since 1832. There was not
one of them who could have passed
a successful competitive examination
Irish history. There were only
wo of them who, in any degree,
po the contidence of the Irish
people, or who trled_strenuous.ly to’
do anything  for Treland—Lord Mel-
bourne (1835-1841); who was Kkept
in office by the Trish vote; and My,

at
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from 1893 to 1894. I have also

before me a list of ‘‘Irish’
since 1832.

one of them, of course, was a Ca-
tholic, for to this day any man pro-
fessing  the religion of the nation
cannot be the governor of the
tion.
men—tame Irishmen,

na-

out of sympa-

thy with the people. Therg were
only two of the entire number who
possessed the popular confidence—

Lord Mulgrave (the choice of Lord
Melbourne in 1835) and Lord Aber-
deen (the Home Rule Lord Licuten-
ant bf 1886). Of some thirty Chief
Secretaries five only were Irish, tame
Irish; none were Catholics. Two only
possessed the confidence of the peo-
ple—Lord Morpeth (the Melbourne
Chief Secretary), and Mr. Morley,
the Home Rule Chief Secretary. The
noble figure of Thomas Drummond
overtops all the Irish administra-
tors. He strove strenuously (1835-
1840) to govern the country in ac-
cordance with popular opinion. From
the day of his arrival to the day of
his death he was denounced by the
English Ascendency. Drummond per-
ished in the service of Ireland, strug-
gling to the last to stem the torrent
of injustice, ignorance, and folly,
which ultimately swept away.
The story of his life is a proof of
the hopelessness of any man at-

him

ance with Irish opinion
office at the mercy of
English Parliament. Suppose,
Lord, that England’had been
quered by Spain in 1588, and that
between 1832 and 1904, at the end
of centuries of dominion, England
had, in the main, been ruled by Spa-
nish Grandees, all Catholics, out of
sympathy with the people, ignorant
of their history, indifferent to their
wants, disregarding their cherished
traditions, despising their national
aspirations, ignoring their religion,
and refusing to do them justice, ex-
cept under the pressure of fear, what
would the world think of Spain ?
What would the English do ?

The following is not a description
of a dependency of Spain or Russia,
but a description of a dependency of
England given 700 years after its
‘“‘conquest.”” . “I do not believe,”’
said Mr. Chamberlain in a famous
speech in 1885, ‘‘that the great ma-
jority of Englishmen have the slight-
est conception of the system under
which this free nation attempts to
rule the sister country. It is a
system which is founded on the bayo-
nets of 80,000 soldiers encamped
permanently as in a hostile country.
It is a system as completely central-
ized and bureaucratic as that with
which Russia governs Poland, or as
that which prevailed in Venice under
the Austrian rule. An Irishman at
this moment cannot move a step—
he cannot lift a finger in any paro-
chial, municipal or educational work
without being confronted with, in-
terfered with, controlled by an Eng-
lish official, appuinted by a foreign
government, and without a shade or
shadow of representative authority.”
The conqueror of whom this can be
said, centuries after the conguest,
stands condemned before the tribunal
of history. The English show much
wisdom in the management of their
affairs all oven the world. Why are
they such utter fools in Ireland ?
“Irish writers,”’ says Mr. Richey (I
quote the substance of his words).
‘‘are fond of charging the English

lence. But that is not the charge
that T bring against them. The.
¢harge that 1 bring against “them is
imbecility.” Rl
What then is England’s title = in|
Ircland ?  Conquest ?—a bad  title
a priori,  for it rests on phys
force.. C

tempting to rule Ireland in accord- ?brought, to our minds—the case
while he | Russia and Finland.
an |
my !
con- | sia—a pretty diplomatic phrase. This

and free.
compact was honorably kept.

ken, to the shame

Government with tyranny and = vie-{

conqueror is always a specious one.

Lord He is not honest. He is not truth:
Lieutenants and Chief Secretaries ful.

He says to the people whose

There were in all some | national existence he means to des-
twenty-three Lord Lieutenants, not|troy: ‘I dq not come to injure you;
| quite the contrary.

I come to make

you happy. I come to destroy the
bad government under which you
live. The men of your own nation

There were only three Irish-|do not know how to govern you. I

can govern you. I understand you.
I am your friend. I come to estab
lish law and order, to civilize you,

{to elevate you spiritually, to enrich
iyou madterially, to make you blessed,

prosperous, and free. You will find
me a guardian angel.”” That the
people should reply : ‘“‘Angel or de-
vil, we don’t want you. We want to
be left to ourselves, to develop on
our own lines, to work out.our own
destiny, in our own way’’—that the
poeple should say these things does
not affect him. He replies: “But it
is good for you that I should come,””
and he comes and he kills and he
plunders and he stays, and he says
to the conquered: “You must have
my laws and my institutions, my
religion, my language, my dress, my
customs, my manners. You must dqg
all things as I do them, and if you

refuse I will break you on the
wheel.””
I do not say that there are not

exceptions to this general rule of the
conqueror’s plea. There is a notable
exception, which recent events have
of
Russia  con-
quered Finland in 1809; it was call-
ed the ‘‘cession” of Finland to Rus-

conquest obtained moral sanction by
treaty rights. The compact between
the two countries was: a common
sovereign, and, for the rest, political
autonomy. Finns, representing the
public opinion of Finland, administer-
ed the affairs of Finland, Finnish
laws and customs were observed, the
Finnish religion was respected and
recognized, the Finnish language was
the language of the Finnish State
and the Finnish people. The Finns
were loyal to the Russian connec-
tion; they were happy, prosperous
For nearly a century this
Then
in a moment of madness it was bro-
of the Russian
Government. The case of Russia
and Finland was, I say, a case of
conquest obtaining moral sanction
by treaty rights. But the treaty
has now been broken, the mora)
sanction is gone, and the whole civi-

(lized world would hail, and ought to

hail with joy the destruction of the
Russian power in Finland. How far
the eonquest of Ireland by England
has ever received any moral sanc-
tion will form the subject of the suc-
ceeding letters.

AUTHOR OF THE "ADESTE FI-
DELES.”

The ‘‘Adeste Fideles”” is the
Church’s favorite hymn at this par-
ticular period of the year. Its easy
movement as well - as its exquisite
strains charm the ear and make me-
lody in the heart. It is a pity that
we have not”in English a rendering
that does justice to the graceful sen-
timent of the original. Apropos of
this, the London Tablet announces
that the discovery has just been
made that the author of this delight-
ful Christmas anthem was Monsig-
nor  Borderies, a vicar general of
Paris under the Restoration and lat- |
‘er Bishop of Versailles, Where  au-
thor and composer have done ' so
well, the translator should bestir
himselt and give us in the vernacu-
lar something of the fine &pirit of the
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- Now is the proper time to purchase
a monument if you intend erecting it
the coming season. We are Head-
quarters for anything in this line.

290 Bleury ﬁtreet.
Just belew Sherbrooke.

Quarries at Barre, Vi.,and Aberdeen
Seotland

T. J. O'NEILL,
REAL ESTATE ACENT,
iI80 ST.JAMES STREET.

Loans, Insurance, Renting, and Col-
lecting of Rents. Moderate charges,’
and prompt returns.
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PLAIN AND DECORATIVE
PAPER-HANGER.

Whitewashing and Tinting.
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Residence, 75 A vLuer STRERT, Office, 647 Dor-
chester atreet, east of Bleury street, Montreal.
Bell Telephome, Up 2(5,

Orders promptly

- LAWRENCE RILEY,

P ASTEREX

Suceessor teJohn Riley. Establishedin1866
Plain and Ornamental Plagtering. Repairs of
allkinds promptlyattendedto. Kstimatesfur-
mished . Postal orders attenaed to. 15 Paris
sireot, Poimi9s, Ounrier

OHUROH BHLLS,
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MeSHANR BELL FOUNDRY, Baltimore, Md., U. 8. A,
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NOTICE.

The undersigned, owners of immovables
in the Counties of Berthier, Joliette, Mont-
calm, L'Assomption and Terrebone, call,
by these presents, a meeting of owners of
immmovables of the said Counties, to be
held the 30Ta JANUARY, 1905, at 7.30 in
the evening, in the Sacristy of the Parish
of 5t. Burthelemi, Berthier County, to con-
sider if it is opportune to establish in the
said Counties a Mntual Fire Insurance
Company, after the principles of Mutual
Assurance:

Hon. J. E. Duhamel, M PP for L'As-
somption, L'Assomption county; Hon.J,
Lafountaine, M.P P. for 8t Barthelemi, Ber-
thier county ; J. E. E. Marion, notary, 8t.
Jacques, Montealm county ; L. M. Forget,
Mayor ot Terrebonne, Terrebonne county ;.
8.A Chamionx, wholesale grocer, Joliette,
Joliette county; Dr. N. Drainville, St.
Barthelemi, Berthier county; J. 8. Rivet,
notary, and Mayor of L'Assomption, L'As-
somption county ; P A Seguin, notary,
Terrebonne Terrebonme county; F. K.
Rouleau, nofary, St. Barthd lemi, herthht
county ; D Laliberte, fa;;ner, St Jacques,

Tio e

Montcalm ty; J. 1 5
of industries, 8t. Barthelemi, ~Berthier
Bouch hant, Joliette,

Jo{letu eo.ugﬁ 3 Dr.J TE. Lafontaine, T'er-

,  Ter nty ;  Henri
Boucher, trader. 8t. Barthelemi, Berthier §

ST. PATRICK'S Somyy _
lished March  @th, 1854 ,...f"'“q
ated 1863, rovised 1842, Mgy
St, Patrick's Hall, 93 g, g "
der wstreet, first Monday o
month. .Oammitm meets 1ggt

Hon. Mr. Justice C. J. Dol
1st Vice, F. E. Devitn, M.p,.
Vice, F. J, Curran, B.O.L,;
urer, Frank J. Greenm; Orresp
ing Becretary, J. Kahala, Re
cording Secretary, T, p, Tansey,
——
{ BT. PATRICK’'S T. A, AND
CIETY—Meets on the seco
day of every month in St.
Hall, 92 St. Alexander etrest, of
8.80 p.m. Committee of H-.',.p
ment meets in same hall on  {he
Arst Tuesday of every monty, at §
p.m. Rev. Dirnctor’ Rev. Tas. X
loran; President, W. P, Doyle: Ree.

Secy., J. D’Arey Kelly, 13 Vallee
street.

ongd.

B. 8o
nd Bum.
Patrisk’,

ST. ANN'ST. A, & B. SOCIRTY,
established 1863. —Rev. Diregra”
Rev. Father McPhail; Preement, B
Qallery, M.P.; Sec., J. F. Quing,
625 * St. Dominique street; . &
Ryam, treasurer, 18 St.  Augusti

street. Mests on the second Suge
day of every month, in St, Ann'g
Hall, corner Young and Ottawa
strests, at 8.80 p.m.

C.M.B.A, OF CANADA, BRANOR
26.—~(Organized 18th Novembeg,
1878.—Branch 26 meets at 8¢,
Patrick’s Hall, 93 St, Alexandeg
St., en every Monday of eae
month. The regular meetings fep
the transaction of business ary
held on the 2nd and 4th Mondaye
of each month, at 8 P.m. Spirjtug)
Adviser, Rev. M. Callaghan; Ohap.
cellor, P, J. Darcy; President, W,
F, Wall; Recording Secretasvy, P, 0
McDonagh, 189 Visitetion street;
Flna.pg]d Secretary, Jas. J. Qos.
tigan, 825 St. Urbain street; Tres.
surer; J, H. Kelly; Medical Advisers
Drs. H. J. Harrison, B, J. 0’Con-
Ror and G. H. Merrill.

—_—
OFFICIAL CIRCULAR,
CATHOLIC MUTUAL
Benefit Association
GRAND CouxcIL
OF QUEBEC.

Organized at Niagara Falls, N.Y., July 3
1876. Incorporated by Specfal Aot of the
New York State Legizlature, June 9, 1879,

Membership 63,000 and increasing rapidly
More than 814,600,000 paid In
Benefits in twenty.eight years
.ﬁ’e‘i?;.:;‘“' November 25th, 1004,
ue C. M.B. A.is Sanctioned by Pope
Plux X and Approved by Cardinals.

Bishops and Prie ; whom
Officers. sts, several of wi
For INFORMATIONADDRESS :

P. E. EMILE BELANCER,
Supreme Deputy,
Sesretary, Quebec Grand Couneil,
565 D'AIGUILLON STREET, QUEBEC.

A. R- ARCHAMBAULT,
Sapreme Deputy,
Organizer for the Province of Quebec,

OFFAORE: 1608 NOTRE DAME STREET.
Residence: 747 ST DENIS 8T,
Phone liell East 3011.

SBLF RAISING FLOUR.

RODIE'S CELEBRATED
SELF-RAISING FLOUR

Is the Original and the Best.

A PREMIUM givev;for the ompty basr
returned to our Office.

10 BLEURY 8°, Montreal.}

i —— e e —————A

ROOFERS, Eto,

—

ARE YOUR STOVE BRICKS IN
BAD ORDER ?

DON'T WORRY!
‘‘ Presbrey”’ Stove Lining
WILLFIXIT.

B Ib. will repalr

10 1b. wiil renew.
This is the best Btove Cement
market $o-day, and

coune}i; Ai"’l.‘hom'n,'l hotelkeeper, L'A--
rompt L’Assomption coun )
L'Keur?:x.. ﬁfmqrp 5 m e
;hlar com‘l‘ty 3J. B,
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