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wnoie world there is no such other 
instance of a Similar vast attempt 
at governing. It would take all the 
time of the English Parliament to 
manage the local affairs of England. 
There are vast problems affecting 
the masses in England, Scotland, 
and certainly in Ireland, which arc 
left unsettled. The Imperial Parlia­
ment, in the six months a year that 

I it aits, has not time to touch them; 
still less has it time to manage Im­
perial and foreign affairs. It would 
be the same if Ireland never existed. 
It is clearly necessary to remit to 
local assemblies all local affair*. 
(Cheers). It stands to reason. What 
has been the experience of the last 
two years? South African affairs 
^ave put aside every other question. 
ItLis inevitable, then, that Home 

I «ule will he conceded to Ireland 
(applause), else local And Imperial 
interests must suffer. Therefore, I 
look forward confidently to some 
great development in the near fu-

I say this would come even if 
there were no Irish members. ' But 
there arc Irish members. (Cheers 
and laughter). They are in the Brit­
ish Horse of Commons against their 
will. (Cheers). They ore in it, but

thy and support which were, in 1 
end, more powerful than an army 
a navy. (Loud apriuuse).
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There are lessons of great mo­
ment to be drawn from the success 

| of . the immense Irish gathering, at 

I the Windsor Hall, on the occasion 
of the welcome tendered Mr. John 
Redmond, leader of the Irish Par­
liamentary Party, and his fellow 
members, Messrs. McHugh and 
O’Donnell. >

President Doran and the mem­
bers of the executive of the parent 
Irish National Society of Montreal, 
who were instrumental in inducing 
the distinguished visitors to come 
to this city, and the various other 
Irish national societies which co­
operated with the old organization, 
doserve the highest praise for I 
the " striking and successful 
manner in which every feature of the 
programme was carried- out. The 
enthusiasm manifested was such as 
to prove that the cause of Irish 
Home Rule is as deeply rooted in 
the breasts of our people as ever.
It was a remarkable gathering in 
many senses; the fact of the leaders 
of a people battling for political 
and legislative autonomy, address­
ing and appealing to a people in 
the full enjoyment of that consti- 1 
tutionaL self-government, and rea­
soning {he situation in the old land 
from that which obtains in Canada 
to-day, was calculated to cast a 
flood of new light upon the much- 1 
debated issue, and to awaken sym- * 
pathies that might otherwise have * 
remained dormant for years to come. * 
The declaration of Mr.

O’Neill, D. Phelan, P. Flannery, M. 
Shea, P. J. Shea, W. Ryan, W. J. 
Scullion, P. Scullion, M. Sharkey, 
T. P. Tansey, Robert Warren, T. J. 
Donovan, P. Tucker, George Clarke, 
Jos. Lonergan, N.P., John^’NeiH. 
Hugh Brady, C. Brady. D. O’Shaugh- 
nesey, M. O’ShaugJinessy, P. Mur- 
Phÿ, W. J. McKenna, John Quinlan, 
A. Shaw, John Dunn, and many 
others.

The St. Ann’s Cadets played in 
their usual first-class style a variety

plause). I assure ÿoy that it is 
with a feeling of the deepest pride 
that my colic agues and myself aj>- 
peor to-night in Canada. One -oif 
Canada’s truest and ablest sons, 
the Hon. Edward Bloke (loud cheers)

• has made many sacrifices in the 
cause of Ireland, having placed his 
xWd-Chless intellect and untiring en­
ergy at its service; and this is one 
of the reasons why «ve have confi­
dence in your sympathy and encour­
agement in the future. We are unit­
ed in Ireland. From the wreckage of 
the old movement the Land League 
there has sprung up the United Irish 
League, pursuing, to some extent at 
least, the same policy. This is a 
great and a prosperous country, and 
I pray that its prosperity may be

FREE TEXT BOOKS l« CHICAGO
About six weeks ago the “ True 

Witness’’ published an account of 
the difficulty arising in Chicago out 
of the appropriation by the Board 

I of Education of $'.>0,000 for the in­
troduction of free text-books into 

* th® schools. In the issue referred to 
wo said :—

“In Chicago the public school 
trustees and the 1150,000 pupils who 
ture attending school are, according 
to local newspapers, in an embar­
rassing situation ir the opening 
weeks of school, owing to the at­
tempt to introduce free text-books 
in the system. The public school 
trustees are being criticized for hav­
ing delayed the text-book matter so 
long that the schools were opened 
without any, and the pupils are 
finding it difficult to begin school

plause). I compared the Unit id 
States with my ovn country; and 1 
saw’ that all the advantages w’ero 
on the side of Ireland if we only 
possessed the right to govern our­
selves. (Cheers). Fifty years ego 
Ireland supported a population of 
over nine millions, while, to-day. 
owing to the blight and decay caus­
ed by misgovernmont she has only 
four and a half millions. The land 
system cripples the farmer. Up to 
recent years all he existed for was 
to raise rent for landlords who 
never saw the Country. You are hap­
py and prosperous in Canada, be­
cause you are free; and I hope that 
you will help us to be free and hap­
py and prosperous too. (Cheers). 
Some of you perhaps have seen an 
eviction. It lies long been a fami­
liar sight in Ireland^. And yet Eng­
lishmen think we ought to he loyal 
after such things as that. T regard 
it ns my duty to be loyal to Ire­
land first, the land of my birth and 
of my forefathers. (Applause). I will

The Cheiiirma»,
Mr. W. E. Doran, when the 

ed cheers which greeted 
subsided," extended 
hearty welcome in the 
'society,

repeat- 
them had 

to them a 
name of the 

of the Irish societies of 
Montreal, and of Irishmen by birth 
or descent all over Canada. It is, 
he said, my pleasant duty and my 
esteemed privilege to preside at this 
meeting, and to introduce to you

German Catholic societies is iikely 
to bring out many, points, for and 
against the idea.”

We now are in possession of the 
facts resulting from that act ion on 
the part of the German Catholics. 
The decision of Judge Neely, sus­
taining the injunction against free 
books, was rendered lust week. The 
“Record-Herald” commenting edi­
torially on this decision says ;—

“Judge Neely’s decision against 
free text-hooks is confined strictly 
to an interpretation of the law’, 

way through.
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Redmond as 
to the absolute unity of the Irish 
Jparty, and the unfSn of sentiment 
all over Ireland, v/jxs received with 
that applause which tells of un­
bounded satisfaction. The coming 
of these prominsnt Irish representa­
tives has served the purpose of en­
lightening many a heretofore preju­
diced mind on the true aspect of the 
Home Rule battle/ and has stirred 
into activity the spirit of patriotic 
endeavor that always characterized 
the Irish citizens of Montreal. 'We 
cannot refrain from expressing our 
admiration for the spirit manifested 
by men of various other national­
ities, and in particular our French- 
Canadian fellow-citizens. The em­
phatic, graphic and pointed address 
of Mr. Madore, M.P., in support of 
the resolutions moved by Hon. Lr. 
Guerin, and seconded by Mr. M. J. 
F. Quinn, Q.C., must have thrilled 
the visiting Irish representatives 
with dÿight. The whole meeting, #in 
all its features, is an evidence of 
the sympathetic spirit that rea.ly 
exists between the different elements 
of this great city. Mr. William E. 
Doran, president of St. Patrick’s 
Society,, occupied the chair, and 
seated on his light were the guests 
of the evening.
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time to building up our country. I 
do not subscribe to that selfish doc- 
trlne.Uppiause). The Irishman, 
while always true to the land of his 
adoption, never forgets the land 
whore ho or his forefathers were 
born. As Canadians we are proud of 
our native land. We are desirous of 
promoting her interests. To her we 
owe, and for her we are willing to 
shed the last drop of our blood. 
(Cheers). But Canadian citizenship 
has its rights, and one of thesi 
rights is to. aid those who are

in Irish, all

I mon school education.' A ]__ J
I may read free tcxtdmoks into this, 
I or free railway or street-car fare, 
I but us the judge said, the clause is. 
I not self-executing and it was loft f<r 
I the Legislature to add specific pro- 
I visions,

"TJiis it bus done without adding 
I Provision which empowers the 

board to buy text-books either to 
! ff,Ve uway or to loan except in the 
I case of indigent pupils. But this
Ut!/ 1Xi,C0P.tio? ,l,,iouutR to a limita­
tion the implication being t hut the 

I purchases can he made only for the 
I indigent. I he argument is re-onforc- 
I i d bj reference to various fallacious 
ïr "f 110 broad Construction­
ists who simply go wild on the im-
hÔ J,",W0,LS U,c '"<'«l author- 

ities. The judge shows, for instance 
I , “ t" reason from school libraries 
to free text-books is absurd, and 

1 then adds :
Is 14 reasonable to think 

that the legislature in providing for 
Bchoolhoases keeping them in re- 
Pair, procuring furniture u

Mr. McHugh.
Mr. McHugh, M.F., was gi 

with loud cheers. lie said 
those who criticized the 
League o.f former days forgot

n H nr.\wl. ----— > ■ •

in Ireland, and rent 
of £1 ,(570,000 has been 
formers. (Applause).

The United Irish League wni 
successor. Jt was based on l 
lines. Its principles were the 
as those of toy United Iris 
founded by Wolfe Totie. It had 
great objects in view : The abol 
of Irish landlordism and the 
struction of Dublin Castle, 
plause).

.Under the coming compulsory 
bill the number of peasant pro 
tors will be very largely increi 
and Parnell’s 'doa of a peasant

t ii ehowlig 
I of Carpets, 
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good work it mid really done. There 
now 53,000 peasant proprietors 

,L'nt to the amount 
saved to the

FUTURE PROSPECTS. - What 
are our prospects’ I am not of a 
-sanguinary disposition; yet I think 
that in the near future there will be 
large concessions to us on the ques­
tion of Home Rule, not coming as 
the policy of any English party, 
but from tiie earnest men of both 
English parties. Within the lust 
three years we have obtained a large 
measure of- control over our own af­
fairs, in municipal and county mat­
ters; such as road .making, the main­
tenance of tiie poor and of lunatic 
asylums, and the assessment of 
taxes for these purposes. Formerly 
these matters were exclusively in tile 
hands of persons nominated by the 
Government. When we ’claimed tiie 
right to manage our own affairs 
Englishmen told us that, although 
we were a brilliant race, and had 
given able governors to her colon­
ies and statesmen to herself, yet we 
wore incapable of governing our­
selves. That argument hus now been 
swept away. The local bodies — the 
councils elected bv the people, al­
though they had had no previous 

.training, have managed their affairs 
with steadiness, economy and suo 
cess. (Applqupo). This experience - 
I am speaking for myself-hns set 
English statesmen thinking about 
Ireland in a serious mood. I believe 
that if we persist in going on as 
we are, with the sympathy and en­
couragement of our race all over 
the world we will obtain the ri„h. i

LBIHe,

lerlne street

IION Ireland’s Voice.
Mr. Redmond’s rising was greeted 

applause. He 
now many years, I 

think, since there 
city so large 
meeting of Irishmen in behalf of Ire-

The Hon. I)”. Guerin expressed 
his pleasure at the hearty way in 
which the audience had punctuated 
the eloquent speeches to which they 
had listened. Canada possessed the 
greatost freedom on the globe, but 
she did not obtain it without a 
struggle, in which Papineau, Do­
ri on, Flo we and others took part 
The struggle * '
carried c:_ t 
Redmond (a

leer Station) *•

by loud and continued 
said It issad 16th. Bilan* Among

M.LJV,
assembled in this 

and enthusiastic awere -Hon. Dr. Guerin,
Aid. D. Gallery, M.P., 3
Quinn, Q.C., J. A. Madore, M. P., 
R. Lemieux, M.P., Hon. James Mc- 
Shane, F. B. McNnmce, H. McMor- 
row, of the A.O.li , Rev. J 
nagh, S.J., Rev. TV. O’Meara. PJ\, 
St. Gabriel’s, Rev. Father McDon­
ald, St. Gabriel’s, Dr. E. J. Jj. Ken­
nedy, P. O’Brien, M. Fitzgibbon, J. 
Bermioghaan, M. Delehaunty, J. Cof­
fey, John O’Leary, P. Wright, w, 
Kearney, B. Tunsey. I). Comnaugh- 
ton. Aid. B. Tansuy , Thomas O’Con­
nell, J. T. White. J. G. H. Berge- 
ron, Ex-Aid. T, Kinsella, L. J. 
Tarte; J. A. Drouin, J. T. White, 
P. Reynolds, F. Casey, 0. Gough­
ian, W. H. Cox. N.P., E. Guerin, F. 
J. Curran, Peter Kearney, -John 
Killoran, Rev. Father Flynn, O.SS, 
H., P. McDermott, John Sullivan. 
P. Monaghan, Dr. Devlin, and 
others.

Among those whom we noticed in 
the audience were M. P. Car- 
roll, T. P. <li owe, A. Qai- 
linaa, W. Davis, F. E, Donovan

Hseni Trip
land. During many years the Irish­
men of this city have taken little 
or no interest in the 
Irish cause. I do i.„l 

Kava- j ’citizens of Montreal

men of this city have taken
the progress of the 
not blame the Irish,

----- -.J or of Canada
in general for this lack of interest 
I know the cause of it. When that 
great Irishmen who had led the peo­
ple within sight of the promised 
land, who had guided them to the 
threshold of victory, died, party

on by Emmet, Parnell and 
■ :t Voice: ’’O’Connell”) 

would be crowned with success. He 
proposed the following resolutions :

Resolved,-That we, citizens of 
Montreal, in mass meeting aseem- 

fxtend ,n Messrs. Redmond 
McHugh and O’Donnell our hcartv 
congratulations on the reunion of 
the Irish Parliamentary Party, and 
the valuable work it is thereby ac­
complishing in the British Parlia­
ment for the national, industrial 
and agricultural interests of Ire­
land, and wo pledge ourselves to 
Support the Irish party and its 
chairman with the same loyalty 
that we gave the illustrious leader 
Charles Stewart Parnell.

Resolved, That we hereby express 
our approval of the platform and 
programme of : _

Z1?;!”our intention 
' " " : organiz­

'd na- 
been won 

a settlement of the
— wit vfits oaeia

of compulsory sole.,
Resolved,—That wo cordially en­

dorse the objects and work of the 
Gaelic League, and pledge to that 
patriotic organization our continue 
approval and support.

Mr. M. J. F. Quinn. Q.C., stated
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CATHOLIC LABOR ONIONS.
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A JELLING POINT.-Anothcr rea­
son why I think s., Is this. The Eng­
lish Government, as a legislative 
machine, has atsolutely broken 
down. (Applause). Do not let me be 
misunderstood. I do not attribute 
that breakdown to the Irish move- 
ment. (Lauvhter). 1 say that even 
if the IrialF members were dumb 
dogs—which they are not (laughter) 

it would be the sumo. Here, with 
a Federal Parliament at Ottawa and 
your Provincial Legislatures es well 
you have plenty of legislative work 
to do, although your population is 
only a little larger than that of Ire­
land. In the United Kingdom there 
is a population of over 40,000,000; 
there is in India a population of 
about 300,000,00V, there are the 
a/fairs of the great colonies; there 
J? S™1* Africa for instance; there is

A TYPICAL ENGLISH METHOD. 
--The great economical question in 
D-eland to-day is the land question. 
Englishmen tfdmit it. The other 
day I met in Dublin the young Eng­
lishman who id governing Ireland. 
I 8P°ke to him about it, and he ad- 
mitted it. “Mr. Iflédinond,” he said, 
i 1 this foment drafting a
land bill. “And whom are yoti con- 

I asked, “Oh," 
over

. ■ . ... .,-5,,,^-
ury offle*.” I said to him that the 

v of whom I
am chairman ought to be consulted, 
Mr. nyndhom threw up his hands 
in amazement, and ftaid : "Why 
that’s a thing unheard of/i I ask
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