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his * Wage Labor aud Capital.” In effect then, the
worker’s hiswage—although remaining sta-
Lioﬁary in ltself, is eonsidered to be in motion in u‘-
Iation to objects that actually have moved. Heneg,
our ancestors, in a-ertmg that thier sun moved
around an obJect-the earth—which was the real
mover, were relatively right and, consequently, not
absolutely wrong! ‘

Apply this analogy to the questions of idealism
and materialism. Undoubtedly, materialism is the
correct theory; but:den’t le! us therefore altogether
despise and rcject idealism. Materialism is the hige
den, vitally essential, strong, rock-set foundation
that supports the whele superstructure. But ideal
ism is the lovely superstructure itself, which charms
and satisfies both eye and soul! Mankind’s anti-

materialistic instinets, as we said, are prophetic; for

capitalism already offers us the basis for rendering
any anxiety abeout matters material ridiculous —=
‘“Consider the lilics of the field,”’ :
Capitalism not only sapplies the bams for mastery,
over material affairs, but it has also furnished the
proofs of such supremacy; and Karl Marx gave ¥ .
the means to understand these proofs in his theory.
of surpins value which he diseovered in the mid:
nineteenth century along with his two other diseov-
eries—the materialist explanation of histery uult?
class war principle. - His analysis of surplus valug -
lays bare the source of profit and the exploitation:
of the working-class. A hazy idea still prevails that.
profit is made by selling goods at a purely M’
price fixed by the will of the seller, over and
their true value. Bltlhrx,mh.is“Valne,Pnﬂ
and Profit”’ shows tiat this idea is ineorrect. And.
yetwmlyntheﬂ-vofmhnvalue a genuing:
discovery that ever;Marx himself can only prove it
in this lecture, inditéetly: just as the roundness of.
the earth, contrary o its appearance of flatness,
must be, like many snother scientific truth, proved
" or, as lttc:ﬂed in logie, ‘‘gymbolieally”
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over and abeve the value of their labor-capueity ;

- for which latter'they get, on an average, just enough

wages to maintain it in condition and to rear ‘up
fresh labor<péavers embodied in their childres, to re-
place the adalt powers when worn out and useless.
The labor that the worker must do to earn his keep
is called neeessary labor; and the labor which he per-
forms over and above this necessary Iabor, as a free
gift to his employers, is called surplus labor. It is
from this sarplus labor that.all profit is derived, and
- ~is Pally treated in ‘‘Capital” volL. L,

chapter 18-*Various Formulae for Rate of Sur-
plus V ke

There are figiives available (for the United Stat-
es, for example) which give us an insight both into
the amount of surplus labor imposed upon the work-
crs, and alsp the degree of their exploitatiom. The
statisties from 1860 to 1919 indicate that the work-
ers’ share in wages in the total wealth produeed in
the U.S.A_, average seventeen per cent. H. Cahn,
page 237 of his ““Capital Today’’ produees figures
whicilhnwthn,matenhonrwrhngday,thenec—
essary lsbor time, during which the worker produc-
es his own keep is two hours and twelve minutes,
and the surplus labor time that goes to the emplc§-
ers, is seven hours and forty-eight minutes. -

Of course, under capitalist conditions, wages
merely represent; on the average, a subsistemee
standard = Se, i something more than subsistenee
wagewis demanded, under-Socialism, somewhat Jong-
er hours than the necessary labor time woud have to
be worked; espeeially as communal expenses would
then be directly borne by the werking class. -But
then, under Socislism, an increase of working: pow-
ers would be gained by the abolition of those eapit-
alist ocsupations, such as comumeteial travelling, ad-

vertising npn-iu, et.c, ete,, permittinga Iup,ml-
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could sustain billion® of pco A."eldy the’ cl'y is
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ing the prices of farm commodities. The following

“~(mewspaper comment) refcrs to the Canadian erop

of 1923 :—

‘“The prairie provinees, with less than two million
population, produeed enough wheat and meat this
summer to feed about fifty million people, yet thou-
sands of families are very poor, their children can-
not attend school for want of clothing, and hundreds
ef families on the treeless prairies, it is stated, have
not sufficient money to buy coal.” Why, with such
great production are therc so many in want?”’

Therefore, the Soeialist contention is well within
the mark, that with proper organization the full
labor day need not exeeeed four hours. ;

All this is proved to bc possible We have the
means, maferial and physiological, to make it possi-
ble. Only the requisite knowledge, the will and the
organization are lacking. When this trinity do get
together and become as onc, the Mastery of Mater-
ialism over us will be altercd intoour Mastery over
Materialism ; whick will then be redueed to virtual
nonentity. and the Age of Idcalism, the ttolden Age,
the Millennium will at Iast. a weléome guest, have
-eome to stay with ust :
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* him that gives and Mm-that takes.”’ Some of them

perhaps, have madesmoncy.  Wé:may take: it for

granted that they srerall happyind, we hope, liv-
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say that each siill wen a very valuable prize. Is.

not kpowledge- a glotitus reward? and does not our
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ﬁgnrt‘s that WQﬁm mm m" like:
the masked Banta Clauses who diffuse mdn!lll :
pleasure during the years of . onpchildhood by p’~
senting to the families as glfﬁaﬂ.ldﬂ that w

the members earned by their owh hard work. , Hu-

" manity, like the child, is growing. * In amher sense

we might say ‘they’ are growing. They willma
get rid of their pet delusions. The plural is here.

uscl  advisedly sinee we are thinking of humsnity

as two babies born with every attribute that will(™

make of them an invincible man to be admired and *
trusted, and an enlightencd woman to be lovednnd
hononred.

Surely the acquisition of this truth is more. to be
desirdd than all the gold of the Klondike. -

l.ct us hope that those of our cosmopolitan ..
friends who were unlueky financially have the grand -
consolation ef possessing the.treasures embogied in:.
the momentous truths that ‘are “In the -
doctrines of secientific socialism. 3
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