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Editor Farmer’s Advocate.
Fire Insurance.

The encouragement you give to correspond-
ents to write on any and every subject of “in-
terest to the farmer,induces me to ofter some
suggestions on the subject of “Iire Insurance.”

The question whether the present mode of
insuring in fire companies is or is not the best-
suited and the least expensive that could be
devised for the farming community, has of late
been revolving in my mind, and although a
new idea has not‘]been shot forth with eacly
revclution, yet-an’idea has come forth, which,
Ithink, if properly cultivated, may grow to be
of some value yet.

My attention has been directed to this sub-
ject by reading some of our Mutual Insurance
Company’s Reports, wherein I observed,in one
case, at least, that the expenses of the office,
mcluding fees paid to agents, far exceeded the
amount of the Co.’s losses. Hence, more than
half of the money paid in by the insured was
swallowed up in expenses, such as large salar-
ies to secretaries, clerks, &c., as well as liberal
fees and bonubes to agents. The fees paid to
agents alone in this township during the last
five years by the farming ccuimunity, would
pay twice the amount of the losses amongst
that clas® during that period by fire. Sayin
nothgng of the assessments levied and collecte
during the same time—and one postmaster
out of nine in the township, asserts that the
assessments, &c., remitted through his office
annually, would more than pay the losses by
fire in the whole township; and if aJike amount
has been remitted through each of the other
oftices—and we believe there has—then nine
times as much has been levied and collected
from the farmers of this township during the
past five years as would pay their losses hy
fire, and twice as much paid to agents besides.
Hence, we infer that this townsTnip has paid
away eleven dollars for the boon of insurance,
and got back one dollar.

Now, Mr. Editor, if our township is not an
exceptional one in regard to fires—and I think
it is not—and if our calculation thus made is
not a crazy one, then it is high time that we
should put our wits to work to see if some
other method of insuran-e could not be invent-
ed and patented, that would be equally secure
and at the same time, less expensive, and
thus stop this draining away of our hard-earn-
ed money.

My own opinion is—and I give it free —that
there is not a township west of Toronto that
has not paid out for fire insurance during the
last five years fully five times as much as
would pay all its losses by fire, which have
been paid by fire insurance companies. What
we want, then, is to get insurance at its proper
cost, and I now propose to show how this can
be obtained.

My proposal is, that every township shall
be an insurance society within itself. Our
municipal councils now pay two-thirds of the
losses on sheep killed by dogs. Why not in
like manner pay two-thirds of the losses of its
inhabitants by fire ¥ 'I'he proposal may seem
a wild one, but the more and carefully T inves-
tigate the subject, the more fully am 1 per-
suaded of its imp.atance, and of its real ad-
vantage to the farming community.

I'shall not at this time enter into all the
minor details of the working of the proposed
system, but will simply chalk out the outiines.

In the first place, the Municipal Council
could, by enquiry and calculation, ascertain
the average amount of the losses by fire dur-
ing a period in the past, say of five years.—
Then let the amount supposed to be necessary
to pay the losses by fire during the incoming
year, be levied and collected from the rate-
payers in proportion to the value of their build-

| 1ngs, crops, stock, &c., (not the value of their

farms). Then in case of loss by fire, let the
owner of the buildings or property destroycd
by fire notify the assessor,whose duty it would
be to investigate the loss, and report to the
next meeting of the Council, at which meet-
ing the owner of the property could present his
clains, and upon due proof of the value of the
Ernperty destroyed being given in, and there
eing no doubt of the accidental nature of the

 fire, let the two-thirds of the loss be paid at
©once.

One of the most valuable features of this

would be insured. In the present method of

| insurance, notwithstanding the large amount

- annually paid out for insurance, hew many
cases of fire do we see reported where there is
“No Insurance?” It may be that the party
neglected to insure; or it may be that his poli-
¢y had just expired; or, if insured, it may turn

gout that an assessment wasin arrear, or a note

igiven for an assessmelt or cash premium was
soverdue; or it may be

method of insurance is, that every ratepayer |

] slight change in his premises, or rented it out | Editor Farmer’s Advocate.

he has made some '

without giving netice to the Company, and he
loses his insurance; all of which technicalities
would Dbe _obviated in the proposed plan, be-
sides a clear saving to each municipality of
three-fourths or four-fifths of the amount paid
out annually in the present system of insur-
ance, and lastly, get éone with the torment of
wmsurance agents, of which the country is
literally full.

I Lave thusin a rough way sketched out the
outlines of this “township plan of insurance,”
and may at some future time enter more fiilly
into the particulars of the modus operanda
shewing how villages situated in townships,and
not incorporated, can be included in the ar-
rangement, &c., &c.  In the meantime I sub-
mit the subject to the readers of the Apvo-
CATE as one worthy of their consideration,
fully believing that upon careful investigation
it wiil be admitted to be the cheapest, the
safest,and the most commonsense yet adopted.

i Farmeg.
Wellesley, Jan. 16, 1870.

To our Wellesly Farmer we, on behalf
of the farmers of Canada, tender our
thanks to you for your highly valuable sug-
gestions. Your plans you have brought
forward deserve a patent or copyright, or
some way of rewarding you. We have no
doubt but they will save our friends many
thousands of dollars annually as soon as
they are put into operation, for such
valuable suggestions should be rewarded
in some way; but from our experience
with all public bodies, we do not know of
one that would vote you one cent, and we
do not know in what way you could be
paid in a pecuniary way. We have no
doubt but your plans will be carried out.
It is the duty of every County Council-
man and member of Parliament to look
after the interest of the farmers that they
represent, and to discuss the plans at their
next meeting. You should by all means
have signed your full name, as it would
give you the honor due to you, whereas by
only signing Farmer, this paper in a great
measure takes what is Jjustly your dua.’
We will be moss happy to hear from you
again upon this or any other subject.—Eb.

From the Galaxy
A Eiappy Woman.
ITer days are filled with homely tasks,
Her heait with love’s content ;
Whate’er she has, she enjoys, nor asks
For what heaven hath not sent.

She looks out toward the purple hills
ThLrough small-paned windows gray ;
The sunshine ripples o’er the sills,
And the home-made carpet gay.

A soul-serene. throngh elear mild eyes,
Her baby gazes forth ;

Iis silence seems than speech wore wise,
His smile a cherub’s mirth.

She cares not many books to read,
But feeds on life instead ;

And, trammeled by no formal creed,
Her héart inspires her head.

A homespun woof of noiseless deeds,
Her life makes little show ;

Her words come hardly for her needs,
And né'er like rivers tow.

And ne’er of duty doth she prate,
But straightway does the deed

Most needed, whether simall or great,
Fulfilline thus Love’s ereed.

In babyhood among Ler toys,
Stie happy was for hours ;

And now. amid her houseliold joys
Sue builds enduring towers.

And now as then she giveth joy
To all who near her dwell,

And feel the restful harmony
Which from her soul doth well.

As from a brook in leafy dell,
Or bird upon its nest

Or whatsoe'er at home doth dwell
On Nature's tranquil breast,

Farmer’s Interests,

My Dear Mr, Weld,—I want to tell you
a few things that I suppose you do not
know, or if you do know, they do not seem
to exert much influence over you. Many
Jpersons are much surprised at what they
consider your strange proceedings. How
you have clung, and still cling, to what
many consider a hopeless task, viz., that of
establishing an Agricultural Kmporium for
the Dominion of Canada. Do you know
that by some, even, of our leading men,
you are looked upon as a visionary and a
monomaniac? Many treat your etforts to
accomplish your purposes with a derisive
sueer, and think you are not right in your
upper story. Numbers of farmers have
been prejudiced sagainst you by those per-
sons who treat every thing out of the old
beaten path as chimerical, and something
to be treated with ridicule and disdain ;
and in this way they endeavor to put down
everything which does not accord with
their own antiquated views and opinions.
Now, sir, if you intend to succeed, you
have to stém the current of prejudice, of
ridicule, of self-interest. and of strong op-
position arising from various sources, and
from various causes. Are you prepared’
for all this% It so, why, go on, and spend'

your time, your money, (for I expect you!

have spent several thousands of dollars al-
ready) and your best energies, and &ee
what it all will amount to.  What have
you received from our Government to!
assist you in your great and important un-
dertaking? Have you received any assist-
ance from the farmers of Canada? Have
they been ready to take up your Emporium
Notes? Or are you doing all you have
done from your own resources 1 If 80, you
must be either a rich, or a far seeing, or a
very unselfish man. And many are not'
even willing to give you credit for some of’
these qualities.

Now, my dear Mr. Weld, my object in
writing in this way is not to discourage
you, but to let you and others know what
some cold, calculating, selfish men say of
\Xoou and your undertaking. I want also
to give you a word of encouragement, lest
you should ‘faint or grow weary amidst
your many difficulties and discourage-
ments..

I have watched with the most intense
interest, the f)rogress of your paper and
Emporium. have seen difficultics and
darkness beset your path, and been glad-
dened to see that you never faltered, hut
steadily pursued your one great object. I
believe your worst troubles are over, and
that by persevering a little longer you will
come oft victorious.

The Advocate and Emporium must grow
more and more into favor, as their use be-
comes more apparent. Surely we, as far-
mers, must sooner or later wake.up to our
interests, and find out who are our friends.
I would here dircct the attention of my
brother farmers to the necessity of giving
all the support in their power to the Em-
porium and the Advocate. Where is the
tarmer but has it in his power to assist you
in your important undertaking? Every
farmer in the Dominion can suroly afford
a dollar for one year’s subscription to the
Farmer's Advocate, especially as they
would receive in one year more then ten-
fold the benefit of the outlay. Every in-
telligent farmer, at least, may sce clearly
the importance of supporting a’ paper
which supports and advocates their inter-
ests, and gives all neccessary mformation
about the best seeds, plants, implements
and animals, and how and where to obtain
them, and also guards against huinbugs ;
iu fuct, gives all the information they re-
quire on almost everything relating to
Agricnltural progress and success,

Let every one who now subscribes for
the Farmer's Advoecate make a simulta-
neous effort to double its subscription list,
and make it asource of profit.and plea-
sure, not only te the publisher, but to the
subacriber also,

There are several other topid on which

I should like to speak, but I fear you will
think I have said too much already.

Yours truly,

RicHARD SAvUL.
Strathroy, Dec. 27, 1870.

[ SSuS——

For the Farmer’s Advocate.

A Few Hints to Farmers, Garden-
ers and Amateurs,

The.Gardener of the present day is not
like the one of old, when the spade and
blue apron were his appropriate devices,
He must now have a thorough practical
knowledge of the art, and must have also
an intimate acquaintance with its sciences,
—although we have many would be gar-
deners among us, as any jerson can testify
by passing through the city and observing
the slaughter in some streets of the beauti-
ful Shade Trees. No man can store in his
mind too much knowledge, and there are
always some branches of intormation of
more value than others. To the gardener
there are none 8o important as Botany and
Chemistry. For instance, the nature and
quality of manures, aud their adaptation.
They consist of animal, vegetable and
mineral; They assist the growth of plants
by entering into their composition, aud by
absorbing and retaining moisture and
the gases from the atmosphere,  All ani-
mal and vegetable substances are excellent
manures,—they chiefly contain carbon,
hydrogen and oxygen. It would be of
great benefit if every plant could be man-
ured with its own leaves and prunings, I
have read that those vines which were
manured with their own leaves and prun-
ings, and the skins of the pressed grapes,
were found to yield the most abundant
crops. Now here is a point. Sulphate of
lime (gypsum) is a component of clover
Incerne, turnips—so that it may be applie
to these crops in such soils as do not con-
tain it. Bones are another very fine thing
for certain crops, such as wheat, rye, bar-
ley, oats, peas, beans, potatoes, onions.—
Common salt is a very fine thing, mixed
with plaster or ashes, for strawberries, put
on in the spring. I have seen heavy crops
of grass got with the same. This answers
best in a dry summer on clay soils. Ashes
as a fertilizer has been found very benefi-
cial upon all soils, but as a manure upen
heavy sbils are a decided mistake. Twenty
to thirty pounds to thirty square yards is
an average application, and cannot bhe put
on too fresh. Coal ashes sprinkled half an
inch deep on the surface over peas, will
hasten the germination of the seed, and
will keep the mice from them. Wood
ashes, and ashes frem garden weeds, are
good for cabbages, potatoes and peas.—
Turf ashes are very beneficial to grass,
onions, carrots, potatoes and beets. Lime
i3 valuable as a manure, for some one of
its salts, enters into the composition of
every vegetable, but it cannot be applied
to all soils with advantage. T prefer to
mix one bushel of salt to two of lime ; this
cannot he applied to the soil too tresh from
the kiln,

H. WHITNALL,

-<eoo —
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Coloring Bulter--Annotto,
As it is true that annotto is used for col-

| oring butter to a considerable extent, allow

me to inquire through your columns if
some of your readers, who unlerstand the

rocess, will give a reccipe, so that all may
Eave the benefit ofit.—A Darry WonmaN.

REMARKS.—Annotto is used quite suc-
cessfully in coloring springand winter hug-
ter, when, on accouut of the feed which
the cows get, the butter naturally comes
pale or white.  The eoloring is apphed in
two ways. One plan is to prepare the
coloring material by melting down a small
quantity of butter and coloring it with
annotto, and putting it aslde in a stone
crock for use. Then at each churning a
small quantity of this prepared butter is
taken and worked carefully through.the
mass, thus coloring it the desired shade.
This plan is the one usually emfloyed in
the Holstein dairies, We do not approve




