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January 16, 1913.

More About Deferred Breeding
Jfu>. McKee, Oxford Co., Ont.

I was wry much pleased 
and Dairy of January 2nd to note the timely ar
ticle from the pen of Prof. Barton on the subject 
“At What Age Shall we Breed cur Dairy Heif- 

thormighly in accord with the views

receiving Farm

expressed in tile artie'e. 1 consider the matter of 
such importance that last February, at the an
nual meiting of the Canadian Ayrshire Breeders" 
Association, in my 
to the subject aa

“I believe also when the demand for dairy cattle 
is so keen and A.vrshi

pre ii'ential address I referred

are selling fer prices

MRH AND DAIRY

am not at all alarmed at eceing them grow hig 
and strong and. maybe, bsoome a little thick in 
the head, neck and shoulders. The refinement.
will come in due time when they get to milking.

will have big, strong cows with cons Ra
tion and capacity.

Alfalfa Pointers fiom a Noted Dairyman*
fill, (Hendinning. Ontario Co., O

Nu farmer, no matter how skilled a feeder he
may be,
feeding her adage, oat straw and timothy hay. 
This i* because they do not contain the proper 
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make a profit fr im hi» best cow by
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alfalfa, will round out the adage ration.

We used to hear farmers say it wne impossible 
for them to grow alfalfa as it would not grow, 
but that complaint is little heard today because 
it has been p 
almost unywhe 
alfalfa successfully
because they have found out its merits for thom-

Don't think that because the growing of alfalfa 
em iches the soil where it is grown it is advisable 
to grow it on naturally poor anil. That process 
of improvement ia too slow. Alfalfa does beet and 
gives the beet results when grown on naturally 
giod anil

Buy Canadian y rown seed. It is the best that 
can be obtained.

1 have wen good alfalfa in the fall of the year, 
eomet-imee two and three feet high, but have 
never seen it with too much top on it. It holds 
the enow and comes through the winter better 
than is the caae where it ia cut or pastured too 
close in the fall. If you 
it ia the best crop of the kind that 
by the dairy farmer.

never before realised in the history of Ayrshire 
breeding, that a word of cnutio.i should be ex
tended to the new breeders who are 
ing their first Ayrshircs and laying the founda
tions for future herds. I refer particularly to tile 
practice of having heifers drop their first calves at 
too early an age. I consider that an Ayrshire 
heifer should never freshen under two and one- 
hn'f years of age, and same of the beet cows 1

"

roved that alfalfa can be grown 
re. Those farmers who have grewn 

now adding field to field

raised did not calve until they were three years 
old. The tendency among new breeders, in their

I i ugermws to build up a herd aa quickly as possible, 
I is to breed heifers too young. This is a great mis- 
I take, and has resulted in the past in a deteriora- 
I tion in the sise of our Ayrshire* aa compared with 
I the original imported stock."

OUR OWN PRACTICE AND RESULTS 
The practice of having Ayrshire heifer» at 

f Brookaide drop their first calves at from 30 to 36 
months of age ha 
champion cow, Annie Laurie 2nd, record 15,134.4 
lbs. of milk and 508.45 lbs. of fat in a year, and 
also the sweetest and bonniest of them all, Jean 
Armour, with a record of over 20,000 Ibe. of milk 
and 774 Ibe. of fat.
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Aa well we have her half- 
sister. Victoria, with a record of 11,288 lbs. milk 
ami 451 lbs. of fat. Star's Sarah has a record as 
a three-year-old of 10,661 tbs. of milk and 407 Ibe. 
of fat. The two last records were made under 
perfectly normal conditions, with the cows only 
milked twice a day and receiving no grain after 
being turned out to pasture in the spring. The 
splendid heifer, Violet of Hillview 2nd, winner 
of first prise as a two-year-old at Guelph and 
Ottawa Winter Fair» last winter, and first at 
Guelph last month as a tliree-year-old,-is another 
product of this system of breeding.

The world’s champion two-year-old heifer of the 
Ayrshire breed. Briery 2nd of Spring!.ank, is 
also another example of the great advantage to 
be derived from giving the hejfers time to develop 
before dropping their first calves As long as they 
have the proper line of breeding behind them I

s-nical sheep dips in the spring and coal 
the fall.—Oil MoEwnn.tar dip» inr part, of Ufa TÊ 
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Dr. Vivian of the Ohio Agricultural College, 
sums up 

“Lie
Makes both farm and farmer poor.

manure and vigorous clover 
the old farm rich all over.

the lime question in verse, as follows :
me and lime without manure

ake’
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“Yarding” the Ice Supply
•/. H' jh M< Kenney, Elgin Co., Ont.

Whan certain conditions made it necessary that 
we should put ill a supply of ice last winter, we 
were met with a genuine problem, 
building was available We had to have the ice, 
house or no hone

No suitable

Thin emergency resulted in a 
structure defying all the generally accepted re
quirement* of an ice-houre. The experiment 
id risky, but proved a huge succiss. All through 
the hot weather we had abundance of ice.

Ill selecting a site convenience was only 
sidered. This happened to be under the spread
ing branches of a large apple tree. Wo caleulat- 
ed that the continuous shade thus secured might 
help to counterbalance some of the departure* we 
found it necessary to make from the regular rules 
of ice-house oonstruction. To support the frame
work eight posts were stood upon end so as to 
form an enclosure 12 feet square. These were of 
good cellar, which happened to be on hand and 
would have lasted a long time had the end» been 
sunk in the ground, 
frozen a

But as the ground 
upie of fei t down they were set on 

the surface and held in an erect position by mean» 
of the board* farming the wall».

SCRAP LUMBER VTILI8ED

The lumber used consisted of one-inch boards of 
all lengths, selected from a rubbish heap, nailed 
on the inside of the posts, of which there are throe 
on a aide. They effectively resist any 
from the interior. An opening for entrance 
left and a door constructcd of thort pieces, kept 
in place on the inside by the Ice and on the out
side by the posts. Aa the ice is uaed these are 
taken down one after the other.

Another point we ignored was drainage. Con
cerning this, 1 was not a little uneasy. If there 
•had been time, the floor space would have been 
covered a foot or more in depth, with loose stones 
or bricks ti- improve the drainage facilities and 
A>rm an air apuce lietween the ice and the ground. 
We were, however, fairly prodigal with sawdust, 
the floor being covurt-d about two feet deep.

SAWDUST ErraOTBII INSULATION

This 12-foot box completed to a height of eight 
feet, and floored with sawdust, we began filling 
in the ice at once. When done packing there was

pressure

a solid block of ice 10 by 10 by 6 feet, or app 
mutely 16 ton*. This left a 12-inch apace between 
the walls and the ice, wh'oh was filled with aaw- 
duvt and well ramed down, after which a covering 
two feet thick was spread over the top. In every 

old sawdust, that had become thoroughly 
dried out, was used. If in a more or lew green 
condition it is bound to heat and melt the ice. Aa 
soon aa this covering began to settle 
dust was put on. The settling cause# the cover
ing to became quite hard, and proves very effect
ual in keepi 

Our finis!
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out a July temperature, 
ioc-house represent* about two 

hours’ work, with no caah outlay whatever. It is 
just a box to keep the sawdust in place. Nc roof 

put on, and none seems to be needl'd, as the 
ice could not have kept in better condition 1 
believe that many do not provide sufficient 
tilation. Many tight buildings have to my know*- 
ledge proved a failure in this respect. My method 
is nothing more or lew than “yarding" the ice. 
As it has given the best results, I shall try it

h-d

There are different ideas as to whether or not 
it pays to buy second hand machiner) It all 
depends on the machinery. A tool that has not 
been much damaged is but little the worse for 
having the new paint worn off and the reduced 
price pays well for that. Old farm tools are sel
dom worth hauling home.


