This roll of a book reaches the ears of Jehoiakim
(215t verse). ‘‘So the king sent Jehudi to fetch
the roll: and he took it out of Elishama the
scribe’s chamber : and Jehudi read it in the ears of
the king, and in the ears of all the princes which
stood beside the king. Now the king sat in the
winter-house in the ninth month : and there was a
fire on the hearth burning before him. Andc it
came to pass, that when Jehudi had read three or
tour leaves, he cut it with the penknife, and cast it
into the fire that was on the hearth, until all the
roll was consumed in the fire that was on the
hearth. Yet they were not afraid, nor rent their
garments, neither the king, nor any of his servants
that heard all these words.”

How solemn is all this, after seeing the tender-
ness of heart in Josiah. Jehoiakim rushes from
the sound of God’s word into the darkness of infi-
delity. He supposes to escape the judgment of
God, by disbelieving the testimony concerning it.
This is where Satan is fast leading the world into
open rejection of the word of God. There may at-
tend it what Jehoiakim realised. He was not
afraid, nor rent his garments. ‘‘ Men love dark-
~ness rather than light, because their deeds are
evil” Jehoiakim had quietness, but it was not

that peace which Josiah knew, of condemnation
put away, sins forgiven. There is a message for
him. ‘“ Therefore, thus saith the Lord of Jehoia-
kim king of Judah, He shall have none to sit upon
the throne of David ; and his dead body shall be
cast out in the day to the heat, and in the night to




