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demands. At this the seigneur was foolish 
enough to draw his sword ; whereupon the 
habitants gave both him and a few friends who 
accompanied him a severe thrashing, and sent 
them off vowing vengeance. Fearing retalia­
tion, the habitants armed themselves, and 
to the number of several hundred prepared 
to attack any regular forces which might be 
sent against them. Through the discretion of 
Governor Carleton, however, who hastened to 
send one of his officers to disavow the action of 
the seigneur, and to promise the habitants that 
if they returned quietly to their homes they 
would not be molested, they were persuaded 
to disperse.’ 1

As the eighteenth century drew to a close it 
became evident that the people were getting 
restive under the restraints which the sei­
gneurial system imposed. Lands had risen in 
value so that the lods et ventes now amounted 
to a considerable payment when lands changed 
owners. With the growth of population the 
banal right became very valuable to the 
seigneurs and an equally great inconvenience 
to the habitants. Many seigneurs made no 
attempt to provide adequate milling facilities.

1 Mascres, Additional Paper« concerning the Province of Quebec 
(1776), pp. 71 et eeq.


