
lien. It IM no enny thing to tlpfil with

llic prolilcMMi' of nilml, and cHiifflally

of tiio youthful mind. It Ih i-xwdlng-

IV dl 'cult to adopt plauH xidtetl (or

t'lic ducatloii In tlu' nanif scImkiI room

of a gioun of forty or fifty HCliolars

or stndentH of fliffcrt'iit antfCfdonts

v.irU'd home traiidiiK imil different

iiiiiis in life. Moreover, it is a tidng

iciluirliiK experience an to ho\» best

I,, lommunicate knowledge and to pro-

iliice the greatPHt rewultK of training.

Tliero iH i)ro;)al)ly no field where er-

riipH and HhorteoniingH are more enni-

iiioa than In the training of youth.

TOO ^AUUOW A vir.w.

All of UH are ai)t to tako too imr-

luw a view of what education Ih. The
plirawe already <iuoted, "a good I'.ng-

li^h education" |iiih now a pretty

^v.'ll accepted meaning, and slgnif es

Uie inodicuni of knowledge and train-

ing re(iulred by a lioy of nay fourteen

ye.irs of age enabling him to write a

good hand, reail and npiMl Kngiinh falr-

Iv well, make calculations of an ordin-

iry kind, work out problems of Inter-

est, nieaHurenientH and the like, with

•oiue acrpialntance with general goo-

graphv tmd BChool history. But Is

tliat enough Avith ;which to laimch

iiinetv-tlve per cent of the future gov-

fiiiing bodv of I'anada upon the voy-

ag" of life?? Our i|)rovinclal school

laws all recognize that more time

than that Ih required to tit the mind
(if the A'(umg for their life work. Slx-

tfi'u Ih' stated as the limit of scliool

.igc. and (^very ])upil In Canadian
schools should remain at least that
long at school. Ih a mere boy at the

ago of fourteen, with his crude concep-

tions of life, his developing body and
frivolous disposition fit to be taken
from the guidance of earnest teachers,

his education checked, and his whole
itteiition to be confined to the hard
iciiiiirements of the office, the storv.

or the workman's bench? Is it right

tliat the future elector ,citizen, mem-
lier of society, or perh.ips leader of

Mien is to have no wider knowledge
than that, Is to know nothing of poet-

ical, historical, |<cientiflc or general
literature—the rich store treasured up
in our Kngllsh itongue? Are the two
or three years when his mind Is best

fitted for' receiving I iiaating Impres-
sions of value, when his ambition to

know and do Is beginning to be stir-

red, and when the hal)it^s of ntudy of

his previous schoolboy days are just

at the point of becoming flxed.i to be

ruthlessly snatched from him and his

aspirations all destroyed?

SELF-COMPLACENCY FATAL.
Another very serious evil In educa-

tion is the tendency of all educators

to become Melf-coniplacent and In

dolent. Ah men become older thev

losi- their disposition to exandno and

adopt new plans. They become wedd-

ed to the systems and views of their

.•ariier manhood. The youth Is full

of the t-nthusiasiu of enipdry; the old-

er man, as Wordsworth sayh,
••PorcflvoM It dii' away.

,

And finlu Into tlia ll«lit nt cominun ilay.

The ureat m.ijiu'ily of educatofH fall

to keep up with the luiiirress of the

time Some of them re.id the tomes

of past generations or eenti! les-and

there i.-i notldng wrontf in that -but

they f.iil to find out what the throb-

bing, restless, unsettled worhl of to-

day demands. Tlie educator as he

uri'iwp older, tends toward reiutse.

Ills views a.-e settled, his habits fixed,

his lectures written. Ids mind inclines

to seek escape from new investina-

tlons. Not th.it he Is an indolent iu;in,

nc tliat he Is lacking in the sense of

responslolllty, not that he Is earelesH

as ti> the highest good of his scholars

or students, but his mental attituiU-

Is one that tends toward restfulne.ss.

How well rf)pe satirizes such educa-

tional conservatism !

•'l'laci'<l at the di>or of learnliiR, youth

to guide,
, , ,

Wo never suffer It to slaml too wiUe.

To ask, I4) giiesH, to know as they conv-

Ah fancy opens the iiulek sprlugd ol

sense,
We nlv the memory, we load the brain,

lilnd "rcliul wit, nud double chain on

Vh'ilu.
, *v,„

Confine the thought, to exercise the

breath ; j ,,,
And keep tUeni in the pale of words till

death.*

Teaching, that does not require con-

stant mental strain and effort is not

worthy of the n.ime. It will be of no
avail to let the mind rest

on a successful imiverslty car-

eer on the perfection of a nor-

mal school training ,on the number or

excellence of the books we may have
read years ago ,on the reputation we
may have aeqiured In the beginning of

our teacher's life, for the success with

which we attain the Ideal of a gen-

eration ago; all will be unavailing;

the Nemesis of a present, living, pul-

sating ,clam()rous .age will dog the

heels of such educational self-compla-

cency.

OF ADAPTATION.
in our schoois, nchooi

LACK
What teachers

trust'es, the advl-ory board and uni-

versiry authorities ail need is alert-

n ss, a -.vatchfulntss and a wllllngnesa

to let the dead past bury Its

and to act in the living present,

that we are to neglect the past, not

that we are to be so foolish as to

W> ^

dead,
Not


