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MONTE December 17, 19
Mr. W, D. Scoi
Superintender f Immigrati
Ottawa
Sik,—In conforming with your instructions, 1 have in
Europe last winter, studied on the spot the question of imm 1
Belgium to Canada. I left on January 11, and returned «
pent three weelk Liverpool, Birmingham and London, « d
eight weeks i ance. My object in going first to Engl f
18 much as | ble with the processes of pr nda employed | e Canadian agen
n that country, in order to ju vhether, and to what ext could be applied
in France and Belgium. My relatively short stop in Belgium is due to the fact tha
I did not obzer n that ry any of the difficulties that,
ight to hinder emigration to Canada, and moreover being obl
back by Havre, 1 1d not as I had wished, return to An
sojourn, with your agent, Mr. de Coeli, of a few da n tl
ntre of B el
In submitting to you now this report of my inquir
wontrollable eircumstances did not permit me sooner to acec
pray you to note that, leaving aside, of course, my persoal
tself of encouragement to immigration I have, in this work, placed myself in the vie
point of the ( nment, which, if I am not mistaken, is the opportunity to attract
Canada, all legitimate means possible, est number of cory lly and
mentally sane subjeets, capable of adapting t to Canadian life
It did not belong to me to reopen the question of the value of the Belgium and
Freneh settler in Canada ter the declarations mads liffere ceasions |
T on officers
predeces Mr. Smart, in his report of 1907, declares that  the I I
id Belgian farmers are amongst the best that we can bring to (

Mr. J. Obed Smith, your present general agent in England, but then Comr
sioner of Immigration at Winnipeg, and in that capacity, entrusted with the direction
and superintendence of immigrants in the western provinces, writes in 1907

‘The great majority of French and Belgian immigrants are farmer These
settlers are very successful and thrifty.’

We read in a previc report of Mr. Smith

‘The striking feature of the year is the arrival of a great number of Fren
emigrants with their families. T am happy to report that we have been able to

procure them employment with good wages. They willingly accept the work that
s offered, specially from their countrymen, and they are anxious to learn and
save the money required to acquire a farm for their own account. T am glad to
say that anywhere in western Canada the French and Belgian are very successful
The energy and ingenuity which they apply to their work characterizes their farn

ing oper

ions.”

Mr. J. Bruce Walker, formerly general agent in England, who succeeded to Mr
Smith, at Winnipeg, writes in 1909 :

‘The French and Belgian emigrants who came here | vear were the hest

class, as they were nearly all farmers they accepted service on farms, or took lands
for their own accounts.’




