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Salting away anti-Soviet myths: the

‘Every now and then there
appear letters in your paper
arguing the pros and cons of the
Soviet system of government as
compared to the Western, or shall
we say the American system. It
seems to me that many of these
letters are lacking rather seriously
in a number of ways. More often

than not they. are politicall
motivated and are thﬂ‘; baseg
more on emotion than on fact.
Also, it seems rather strange that
most people make such com-

parisons completely out of context
of the historical frame of
reference. For the benefit of your
readers, let me make a few points.

- Prior to the first world war,
the czarist holy Russian empire
ranked with the most backward,
corrupt, illiterate and oppressive
countries in the world. Further to
this, with the help.of the British,
French, Canadian and US troops,
Wl’ll) were sent there in a last
valiant attempt to tuate this
holy Russian empggg;e revolu-
tion ruined what little industrial
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base there was, to the extent that
in 1921, Soviet Russia had to start
essentially from scratch.

At that time, the USA was
already well on the way to
becoming a powerful and domi-
nant industrial power.

The# came the second world
war. The Soviet industrial base in
the European part of the Soviet
Union was reduced to rubble and
over 20 million of its people lost
their lives. This population loss is
nearly as great as the present
population of Canada. Countless
others were injured. On the other
hand, the US industry came
through the war unscathed. In-
deed, in some respects the US
benefitted from it. Witness the
increase in the US gold reserves in
the course of that war.

In this context, it would seem
reasonable to expect the Soviet
economy to be lacking in some
respects. Witness even today the
rather low male to female ratio in
its population, a situation that is a
direct consequence of the second
world war.

Be that as it may, it is of some
interest to compare the produc-
tion figures for some commodities
in the two countries. Unfortunate-
ly, the most recent figures
available to the writer are from
the 1978 United Nations
Statistical Yearbook, but it is
expected that if anything, more

recent figures would place the -

Soviet Union in a more favorable
light.

In millions of tons,
production figures for some
agricultural commodities and
some other soft goods in the
Soviet Union for 1978 are as
follows, with the comparable US
gmduction figures given in

rackets: barley 62.10 (9.74); corn
9.00 (179.89); cotton 2.64 (2.36);

the

eggs 3.54 (3.96); milk 94.50
(55.31); - oats 1850 (8.65); .
potatoes 85.90 (16.36); rice 2.10
(6.25); soybeans 0.68 (50.15);
wheat 120.80 (48.95); wool 0.46
(0.05); fish 9.35 (3.10); beef and
veal 7.10 (11.30); pork 5.1 (6.1);
mutton and lamb 0.89 (0.16);
butter 1.48 (0.49); cheese 1.52
(191); sugar 8.89 (5.52); silk
4367 (0.00) million square
meters.

In millions of head, the
domestic animal population in
1978 was as follows, again with
the comparable figures for the US
in brackets: cattle 112.69 (116.27);
sheep 141.03 (12.39); pigs 70.51
(56.58); horses 5.82 ( 9.55); asses
and mules 0.49 (0.005).

A couple of observations may

-commodity.

But a comparison f
agricultural production in the twq
countries may not be all thy
relevant, for this depends rather
heavily on the amount of arable
land in the two countries, on'the
latitudes in which this lapd g
located, on the quality of this land
and on the climate. So let us take 5
quick glance at a comparison of
some production figures in other
industries. B

In millions of tons, the
production figures for some ip.
dustries in the Soviet Union for
the year 1977, with the com.
parable figures for the US again
given in brackets, are as follows;
coal, including brown coal and
lignite, 663.28 (630.29);

... in 1977 the Soviet Union prod
14.32 million tons of salt as compar:
the US production of 38.95 milljon

Further, the US has been prod
consistently more salt than the S¢

be in order. The first is thatSoviet
grain production has ap-
proximately doubled since the
days of the holy Russian empire.
Another point is that 1978 was a
better than average year for the
production of wheat in the Soviet
Union. But having daid that, itis
of interest to note that over the
past decade, the average Soviet
wheat production has been run-
ning at about double. the average
~rodaction in the US. And yet the
soviet Union continues to import
ather large quantities of this

petroleum 545.80 (402.49); iron
ore 131.42 (35.04); bauxite 460
(2.46); copper 1.10 (1.30); nickel
ore 0.168 (0.013); pig iron 10%.39
(75.40); steel 146.68 (113.70);
cement 127,06 (72.63);
magnesium 0.065 (0.032); ziac
0.72 (0.41); asbestos 2.46 (0.092):
salt 14.32 (38.95); diamonis 95
(0.0) million metric carats.
Viewed in the historical
frame of reference, it would have
to be conceded that the Sovier
Union has accomplished | 4
monumental task and has laid tc

position.
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If you think finding one summer
job is hard, try finding 2,000.

That’s what'’s involved when you work for Hire-A-Student.

The federal Government is now accepting applications for one of
the most interesting and challenging summer
Regional Co-ordinator.

The Regional Co-ordinators work with local Hire-A-Student
committees and Canada Employment Centres to ensure that Alberta  §-™
students can find the best possible jobs. Planning, assessment,
training, supervision, public relations, all are part of this exciting

If you are a Post-Secondary student and have
strong inter-personal and communication skills,
along with resilience and a good sense of humour,
apply today. We will pay you approximately $1,500
per month, plus travel expenses from May to August
to learn more about your community then just about
any other job available.

Pick up an application from your On Campus
Canada Employment Centre and mail them to the
Canada Employment Centre in the area(s) you wish
ember 11, 1981.
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