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CANADIAN BOOK'S 0F THE YEAR
B 00KS about Canada andbooks by Carladians are

fairly unemous this year.
Our sclolars have been ex-
ceedingly active andi many
historical works of consid-
erable value bave been
added »o the rapidly gmow-
ing list of works of this
charavtem. Canadian niovel-
ists ha.ve not been quite 50o

active, andi there are no new staries byý Parker,
Fraser or Raîpli Connor. nPle poets bave given
us a rather large supply, but tlie average of the
work is not higli.

It is impossible in one article to gîve a com-
p.relensive comparison and review of ail the new
books, b ut tlie following notes and lists woill give
any prospective book buyer a rougli andi ready
guide to the publications of i908. There is no
mention of any work not melateti to Canada ini some
way, nor is their any mention of the publications
of societies or governments.

as a form of literary art, lias been
[ecteti in late years, but there are two
)ns of this class by Canadians which
in style and treatment. Dr. William
Alabama Student and other Biograpli-
(Henry Frowde) lias given us a
* flie result of sciexitific researchl and
* literary care such as few modemn

7. "Duli would 'lie be of soul" wlio
1within the covers of this book sucli
high endeavor andi sacrifice in the

gies, and the excellent folding map add something
to a well written story. Thle main portion of the
book is much -shorter than the more elaborate bis-
tory to be founti in "Quebec under Two Flags," by
Messrs. Doughty and Dionne, publ'ishied in 1903.
The briefer story niakes it more suitable for.the
general reader. (Cambridge Corporation, Mont-
real).

The publishing of the last volumes in the
"Makers of Canada" series brings to a close one of
t!he most notable, perhaps the greatest effort in the
'history of Canadian publishing. Mr. Morang may
flot have made mucli more profit in his venture
than was made in Bngland in pu'blishing the "Dîc-
tîonary of National Biography," but lie. has cer-
tainly made for 'himself a niche in the Canadian
temple of fame. To publish twenty volumes of
Canadian biography, covering an historical period
of three hundred years, andi to do this publishing
in a country where there are few writers of boo~ks
and even fewer buyers, was a 'task whicli only a
sublime optimist would attempt. Mr. Morang is
deserving of mucli praise for his courage, lis
patriotismn and bis unselfisli efforts on behalf of
Canadian publishing'. True, lis editorial board
miglit have been better cliosen, andi the books miglit
easily 'have been made more popular, but these are
matters of opinion and judgment. 'Phe work is
done;- it is one of the most notable publisliing
events in our annals-anti that is sufficient.

In "The Canadian Manor, andi Its Seigneurs"
Professor Wrong lias performed a praiseworthy
service. It once more remintis us of tlie wealth
of historical material that mu~st be available to
Canadian writers, more especially since the better
organization of the archives at Ottawa andi in some
of the provinces. The ramifications and diverse
interests which the manor at Murray. Bay lias been
founti to iDossess is the sur'nriqitng feature of Pro-

a worthy successor to "The Vikings of the Pacific."
Just why any publisher should issue two books

by differentauthors in one set of covers, it is diffi-
cuit to understand. Why the account of a treaty
and its negotia'tions should be coýmbined with a book
on mammals anti birds is equally mysterious. Yet
this is just what lias been done in the case of the
volume entitled "Through the Mackenzie Basin,"
whicli also contains 250 extra pages devoted to
"Notes on the Mammals and Birds of Nortliern
Canada." Thle combination makes the book bulky
and unsuitable. for many readers. Two volumes
would have been more profitable and more suitable.
'Plis feature does not dettract, however, trom the
praise which sliould be given to each of the two
writers. The expedition, which Mr. Mair describes,
occurred in i899, and its historry might haveý been
given to the public at an earlier date. Yet if it
had neyer been given, Canadian literature would
have lacked -the interesting story of a unique and
almost roinantic expedition. The second part of the
book is almost purelyý scientific,' and shoulti have
been publislied separately. It represents the work
of many years on the part of an observant Hudson's
Bay company factor.

The well known Canadian explorer, Mr. J. W.
Tyrrell, C.E., has just returned f rom a trip tîrougli
the northern part of Manitoba, where lie lias been
on a survey trip of an extensive dliaracter. Mr.
Tyrrell arrives from the nortlh jus: in timet to see
the new edition of his book "Across tlie Sub-Arc-
tics," corne from the press. His publisher, Mr.
William~ Briggs, bas 'hadtihis new edition in pre-
paration for some time, and it will contain a large
number of new illustrations. Mr. Tyrreli lias adtied
two new chapters whidli will be of considerable
interest, one on the subject of the new sea route
to E~urope via Hudson's Bay, and the other on the
subject of musk-ox liunting. Mr. Tyrreli is an
entliusiastic believer in the possibilities of this new
sea route, and lias by practical observation corne to
the conclusion tliat the plan is perfectly feasible.
In conversation Mr. Tyrrell almost invaribly speaks
of Fort Churchill as the coming Liverpool of
America.

ThIe modern publication deals witli the latest
conditions in thle newest mining camps. Hence one
is not ýat all surpriseri to find "Traifs andi Tales in
Cobalt" by Mr. W. H. P. Jarvis in the forefront,
wile Mr. Anson A. Gard contrihutes to the ac-
counts of that district i~n a work bearing the re-
assuring title, "'Ple Real Cobalt." The literary
mnan usually fintis a vein of "copy" whemever there
lias been a streak of silver.
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