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except a piece of crust his sharp littie eyes bai u
ed in the gutter. Hie knuew what hall er iricait.

Tlîchld ci tit uni iintil lie rech~ed tbclxnakîut
it w as iniduiiglit now, and x ury stili. 1lardly a sotil w a's
about , iy a few huddled-up, ghiastly-faed mren andi
wuîncn uueupied the scats ;aîîd, far axvay, t lic hight,
twinkled litfuliy front the big huses at Chetlsea. Tîtuv
snow stili fell, covcring the tarth w itb its tikw it

bianket.
Ilis quiek ey es, acistoined to searching out so iiatli\

thinigs, discux cred, as lie crept aiung, al sinail anigit iii
the wafl. Unly a littie place it was, and sucli a sheitur
that a dog would hiave scurned, but it w as butter titau
lx-ing on one of the benches ;it watt very dark, and
wouid probabiy escape even the watchfni loitm

Curling his littie aching limbs up, liec rouehied down
in this desolatc spot, andi once mnure lic closed lis ecs
anti tricd to slccp-thcrc tntust lie rest for hîm-but the
sbnddering of his bones and the pain lin lis side grew
worse, and only lis raeking cough disturbed the silence.

Then feeble, faltering foutstcps souuded faîntly in the
snow, and the thin, wasted figure of a woîn inl stooped
duwn and pcered inito thc corner.

"Bless mny sotil !lîttit 'un, what arc ycr 'ere for ?
W by don't ycr go 'unie to 5Cr niar ? This ain't no place
for a kid with al tort like your'n."

'il aili't gut 1o 'oinc," the child answered, hall sîtlk-
ily, and instinctivcly sliriking further back into the cor-
necr as if lic fcared a blow. ",Now, dun't you go> and tell
a bloomn' hobby about me ; yuu -jist lut nie be ; 1 aini'î
a-doing'any 'anm."

"I1leaveni 'cp nIe 1 aïnt a-guxng ter tell on yen, yvr
poor fittlc innocent ;but this ain't nu sort of a plate
tu> be in. Ain't you got a niiother ?

Thc boy' sîtook lis head.
"Neyer 'ad one."
"Nor nobody as takes care ut you ?' mess me, il yer

ain't as badl as uic. 1 ain't got nubo'dy, no no 11loine,
non nothink, cither.

$lhe took the fittie shivering scrap uf huînauty up in
lier arns and sank down, drawlng hlm d coser to lier, and
taking tlie por) shabby, tlireadbare slaw ruin lier uwn
shoulders and wnapping it round hlm.ii

Under hier dirty rags beat a kîndfy, tender, mutlîerly
heant, thougli) perhaps, women in the strects) as te
passed lier by, instinctix'eiy dniŽw titeir skirts, asîde ratheri
than toucli lier.

-'I>ears tu rue we'd best stay 'ere toge,,ther) and go
ter sleep."

Closer and closer she drew him, and kis is lîtte)
pinched, white face. The bine eycs ciosud wtitlî a sigl ot
contentment) aîd lin a drowsy faint i oiýe

"You're as nice as 'avini' a mnotler, yuîî arc," lie said,
as lie ncstled up to the wumnan.

Andi very soon the ragged heap uf woinan and chid
were sleeping as peacefuliy and soundly as axiy of the in-
mates of those big houses' at Chlîcsea on thein duwny
beds and under their siiken coverings.

And the snow continued to fall, silently, mueifuiiy-
the wind had subsided nlow-higli up it had dnrited mito
that silent corner eux driing the dark leap of rags.

It was a soft, pure pail for those two lifeless bodies.

Blanche, Lady Stinsford) iay back in the big soit
chair by lier bedrouin lire, and the eostiy teat-gowni ot
silk and chiffon that she wore made bier look very beau-
tiful indeed. The Iights from the softly shaded caiidies on
the dressing-table shone and gliste *ned on tht mnany cost-
ly silver tninkets scattered about) and fliekered on the
shimmiiering satin gown that lay on the lied.

Wh1at a graceful) lovely, lostess she would make to-
nliglit. She was stayÎig at lier brothen's house for the
big bail lie was giving, which had been the oniy tallt u1
the couintryside for weeks past.

She was resting now before it was tue to dress, but

.t'S SIte g itt the i tir tet twa. mor e ihotîlittl
lokl titani isila on itut liard, t tAI ta u % lit tlu twiinge
'>1 ( ,otiSctUfl1ut likut t li, st aI fruiti a sbaip î'stilct t)), gave
lier pain, but tht tcause tf tt was tiot \ cry serions. A
iittle mtai ,oiti tissiv e bial arrnx cd twu itours bi-
fore, w ith unix a x cr5 fcw wurds

't oint att once, ,Jerrv is ii].'"
Sl ite iaîlrua it, and at fît st sut' bail litrrted îîpstairs

tu tL uli lier tttad to drt'ss lier for theu joiirnu at ontce.
But thiteu, ou setonîd t Ituglits, situ t oitd hiardi5 lcave lier
broîtcer w tth nu onu to act as liostcs ftor hit, whuit tîte
guests were ailtost arrtxîtîug titss it watt îuietiig
x'cry serions îîidcüd. Jerry was.las ailiig , it, wuuld
uiil turji ont to bu sonte ttarnless, cluildisît iliness, and
Naîttta'.-faititui, stald uld nurse Naitta xvas tiiere to
takL tare ut hln. Suc \vutd stay tu xight for tîte hall
alid otfr ut tu îîuîî îw iîuuruuutg-it w oîld nlt ttake
tîîudt difiercitieaiîd su slie disinisscd the sîibject froin
lier iiniid, auid xvent oui. skatttîg in lier lasi. eiegaut

taulr nid -(gwii w it otte of lien inewcst adorens.
It wa 11oîty nlow, alunle ni lier blrtîth iat tliosc

little ti w de ttoutîi crosseid and rt rossed lier brain.
Alttouiit sit wcý as aasliiotiait't, spilt hcut 5 , J1erry was
liter fittie, boy attut aIl1, attd sliîposîîîg lie w ere rcally

scnuît15  dagurusl fiISiu toul i) te li ta5's paper
l\ m oli the tablcbie bu,î to dispel tiese disagrecable
tîtolglits. Lauîgudly sie giud towil tîte cuiiîtins, antd
lier 1 yes ý catuglît tlic% wor ds, "Deatiî frotu Expusure
Fouti l)cad lu tîte Snio.uw

She diii flot usitaliy rcad tiiesc surdtd items of news
ut wh tulcrst or momuient could tlîey pussihîy be to a

ciufîulitd, nettneld society lieauty ?' But the iieadiug so11e-
buwrixte lier attention, and site read un througli tue
lit.ttc arpi settiîîg lu tit, iii tc cufuurless, stereo-
typcd( wurds ut if t ewper the pitiful fittle tnagedy.

As sIc nead, the xarwistfui, bine chld eyes rose
Ull bi4ure Jlier, and thet încntunry of the pfeading fîttie
'uitce .

"Can yer sýpare a cupper, fatdy "
The wurds rang tii lier cars, anîd the vision of the

elti1d eYes netîtarnke.
Sie gave a nttrttless lîttie faugli.

*Aý, 1 wisi tad given that wrecded fittie ubject sonie-
thig ysteday; p)crhlaps lie watt lungry, ailter ail."1

Anid thcîtz the Frenit muiid appcared tu dress lier
I11istreýss.

W\hcn li toiut was eînplcted, aud lier haîr lîad beeti
desdstritiy accurding to the mnodels i the hair-
resnssalOît, the eyebruws baid been cunreetly touclîed

up, anid te rouge uit lie-r ceceks lad beeui skillully miai-
1.ipllated, ilu lier eqst Parisienne guwut, Blanchîe, Lady
Stilnsfurd, miade a lovely- picture.

It mas a brilliant bail, antd lier beauty seured anuother
triumiiph that igî,t, but if any amoilg that fashiouuahle
cnuwd lîad beeni able to read the thouglits u1 tîtein beauti.
fiul hustess thcy )wo(ufdl peitaps have beeti surprised, for
a stranige iniililo evenits clehic iii lier mmid.

Mhlin the last guest liad gone, and Lady Stinstord
retin-ed to 1ecr roi, fromi force of habit sIc walked
straigfit auruss to tIhglss and gazed intu it, but lu-
steafi of t:e p1(ainig coitteiplation ut lier owiî lovely re-
flectioii, the big, pieadiug chld eyes seexned to look back
at lier froin tIc deptîs uf the mnirror.

<"Can yer spare a copper, lidy ?"
Tite wonds kept un nepeating thernselx'es, aîid tIen it

Was the grey eyes ot lien own littie Jerry that looked
liatk at lier, and tIe twu lad the saine pieading, long-
ig, wistful, lungry look iii theun.

Sîe turned away with a shudden, aîid tIc fines of lien
bard inoufli werc softer than usual, and tears, su foreigui
to those benutiful eyes, weiied up, and sf111 that littie
sharp pain, kcpt stabhing at lien hteurt.

She undr-essed and tttep1 ied up intu the sut t featlcry
bced, and bîew ouît the candles, watdliing tîte littie red


