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ter whieh had caused. ler se mucli pain
but wliilst she hesitated as to the ad
visability of s0 doing, the epportuniti
passe-c; lis next words swept the suli
jeet again fromn ber mind.

"No, sweetheaît," lie said tenderiy
".wbat I meant was that, since wý
piighted oui troth, everything is chang
ed. To be'gin with, I thought myseli
te be the son of a weaithy man; nom
I have reason te believe that I shall b(
practically peiiniless."

"That does not matter, love," slie in.
terposedi quickly. III shail have money
you kuow; when I arn twenty-one ]
orne into the seven hundred poundz a
year lef t me by rny godmether, Mrs,
Trevanion."

'I couid not live on yeu, Enid."
"Live on me! Yeu ouglit to be

asbarned ef yeurself, Dick, for talking
sucli rubbish!" ah. cried indignantly-
lier checks giowing, her eyes fishing.
'Io a matter of pounds, shillings and
pence to corne between- yen and me?
Can the wings of your love, the love
you have calledl holy, not sear above
sueh contemptibie trîfles 7"

"Dearest," h. whiapered, trying te, ap-
pease ber genuine wrath, "Iyou rnust re-
rnerber there are others to lie consid-
ered, beaidea ourselves. Wlien your
father realizes my true position, lie wiii
feel with me that, as a man of benour,
1 arn beund te, release you frein your
promise. He. gave bis sanction te oui
miarriage under a misapprehension; lie
rnay very reasonably witbdraw it now."

"II tbink rny father will feel as I do,"
said Enid, with conviction; "but if lie
does not it will make no difference to
me; it will only mean that we shall
have to wait until I corne of age.
Meanwhile," she continued energetie.
ally, "you mut take up the profession
y-ou have negiected. Mi. Aiston told
me thi. other day that you bad passed
ai your exarns, for the Bar and enten
ail your dinners. la that not se?"

'0qh, yes," lie answered gloornily. 'II
arn in a position te, join the big army
of brieflesa barristers at any time; but
of what uae is that? I miglit have time
te starve a dozen tirnes before I got
iny firat case to defend."

"I think yeu rnust exaggerate, dear ,
said Enid softly. I"Youi father rnay
have been in financial difficulties; lie
rnay bave crippled himseif for the tirne
to buy back the property."

Dick groaned,, and ieaning bis bead
upon his hand tried te shield bis face
fîorn lier observation. This ah. would
nlot allow Mi. te do. Softly pulling hia
baud away, ah. piessed a kiss upon the
Young mnan's brow, now p!eated end fui-
rowed by prernature linos, and con-

"That will all rig-ht itsîf in tirne
Yýou must, net forget that you have
frienda. My father and Mr. Alaton will
lie o-nly tee giad, 1 amn sure, to, corne
to thie resce&'

"l ceuld flot teucli a penny of Ted
Alston's montyl" cried Dick, almoat
fiercely.

"Hie wouid ho very much hurt if h.
heard yen say that," said Enid reprev-
ingly. "H.e is a good fa-iend te yeu,
Dick, the. host of friends. I den't think
you have treated him very well lately;
but we won't enter into that now, dear-
est. 1 arn se glad you have at last
spoken to me freely; it is an immense
relief te, me te know that it is only
rney matters which are worrying
yenu. I began to fear-I don't exa'etl -y
know what; but sensething worse-far
worsae [han that."

"And yen were riglit," lie said, al-
nioat in a whiapýer.

"Dick, wliat do you mean 7" ah. aaid,
iii an agony of apprebension.

"-Týhoe is a soinetbing worse-far
worse than manetary embarrassments
banging over rny bead-thlere is a big
cloud of shame--of disgraoe-whloh.
nsay burst at any mùment-that is one
good and suficiemnt reaso>n why 1 I an-
not ask you te :hare my fate."

"But1 wil sare it," ah. answered
paqsionateiy, "for woa.l or woel I will
not b. shaken off. Diek, do you think
mine la only a fair-we..ther love? If
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gracieus silence-tie secret foi wbicli
you ask is net mine, it holonga to the

r dead."1

CHAPTER XI.
The Bird Flown.

ENID retiredl to rest that night wîth
rriess than she bad known since the ter-

rible day when gîirn tiagedy had stalk-
cd inte lier young life, and cbanged fer

*the tirne its whole colour. Bier talk
with Dick lad left mucli unexplained;

1a man would probably havýe theuglit it
lrnsatisfactory in the extreme; but, bie-

*ing essentially feéminine, she was con-
tent. Assured net only of ber lover%~
affection, but of lier riglit te, enjoy it,
sh. feit that she could bear aIl aise with
patience and equa-nimity.

Poverty I Wbat is poverty te one
whe has neyer known IV? No more
than an epening for sweet self-sacrifice,
an occasion to spend e-neseif in'the ser-
vice of the. loved one. Sharne-dis-
grace! Ahi, yes, those were words which
made the. listener at fiast catch lier
breath witli appreheusion, only te dis-
miss tbemn biter with a confident smile.
The secret, wliateverîit waa, whicb caat
its monstrous sbadew, over Dick's life,
belonged te is father; the shame,
therefore, if shame there, weîe, iay on
tbe latter's, lead. The tbought of it
hurt bier foi ber lovoî's sake; but it lad
not the bitter ating of personal dis-
honeur. If the cloud of whidli lie spoke
burst, and the naine deareat to lier in
the world-his narne-was tarnished
witli disgîace-she would stili wear it
proudly, she eaid. te hersqelf, as any
coronet; lie ,and ah.e weuld liv. tbe dark
rnexnoy clown.

Dick did not appear the. next rnerning
at the breakfast table. When the. mesi.
purposeiy prolonged, had ended, the two0
ladies began te cast apprehensive
glancea at each othai and wonder if lie
waa ill.

"III? not lie," replied the Colonel dis-
dainfuliy; for the absentee was not by
any means, se great a favourite with
hirn as hie b ad been; and net once, but
S'everni. tirnes already, it liad occurred
to birn te regret bis daughte's tengage-
ment. "Lazy is more like it."

"Shall I go and fee what's arnisa,"
suggésted Ted. "If I find hirn anoîing
soundly, I will administer a dose of
<cold' pig,' otlieîwise wet aponge," lie
added, seeing Mrs. Anerley'a myetified
gaze.

"Né>, ne, poor boy; if h.e eau aleep,
let hirn," cried that lady. "Only zuake,
suire that lie is ail right."

A momýent or seý after, yeung Aistea
had started on bis eîrand, lis voice was
heard in a shout of disrnay fromn the
bedroorn door. It struck terreir te the.
betarts of theoether thre., who îushed
upstairs as fast as thoir trernbling
limbe would carry them. Without
thouiglt of cýerernony, tbey burst into
l)ick's roern, and f ourd the. lattýer lying
hike a Ieg in b.d breathing heavily and
uinnatuially, whilst Ted, standing by hie
sîde with a very white face, was shak-
ing him vigorously by the arnm in an
ineffectual atteznpt te rouise him.

A faint sud sickly odeur pervaded the,
roern, whidh was in a wild state of con-
fusion. Tiie contents of the wrîtiug-
table, which bad be-en the late Mr. Em-
berson's property, tegether witli those
oi the. best -of drawers, the. toilette
table, the wardrobe, had been thrown
out and lay scattered about the fleur.
The garments which Dîck lad worn the
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