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Original Poetrp

(For The Church.)
TO THE BIBLE.

Fount of Eternal Wisdom ! —while 1 gaze
Upon thy waters, and behold them flow,
Life, beauty, health, dispensing here below,
Thy healing streams and earth her youthful daye
Renewing where each crystal current strays,—
The light of glory paradisal green
Enriching her where'er thy course is seen,
All bursting into bloom from night profound,
Life, lustre, loveliness, above, around ;
I pause—and ask myself, in sad amaze,
- Why my soul sinks, why blessed hope decays?
Hast thou no answer; soul?—* Yea! I have slept;
. The whiteness of my garments have not kept;
{ ."And therefore droop.”— Hear what the Saviour says,
i D?!ponding Soul! and let thy mood be praise;
*“Tho’ scarlet were thy sins, yet wash'd by Me,
“Thou shalt more white, more pure, more spotless be
“Than wool or snow in stainless puritys
:‘ Come, weary one, to me, quick speed your flight,
“My yoke is easy, and my burden light.” 24

(For The Church.)

The Hebrew, that wecps on the mountain
Beliolds thee, O Sion! no more!
waters which gushed from life’s fountain,
Are dry on thy desolate shore.

Thy Temple of light hath been clouded
With the pall that envelopes the dead
ke soul of thy beauty is shrouded,

" The light of thy spirit is fled.

Like the gloom that hangs over the billow
When the clouds of destruction are near

Is that darkuess which rests on the pillow,
When hope has forsaken us here.

Still: we look for a glorious morrow,
When the storms of the day are pass'd by ;
And turn from the dark clouds of sorrow,

. To that light which remains in the sky!
Cobourg, February 28. E.
S ot
THE SACRAMENTS A BARRIER AGAINST
HERESIES.

(From Dr. Waterland’s Works.)

) [CONCLUDED FROM OUR LAST.]
. IX: About the year 360 rose up the sect of Ma-
‘n:“rllns, otherwise called Pneumatomac!hi, impugn-
king ' the Di.vz'm't.y of ‘the I-io{y Ghost. They were a
st of Semi- Arians, admitting the Divinity of the
lnd,fd Person, but rejecting the Divinity of the third,
" 10 broader terms than the Arians before them had
g . However, the Sacrament of Baptism stood full
,,t!'e;"' way, being a lasting monument of the true
"!;;";:ty of the.tlu'rd Person as well as of the sgcond.'
cangi 3 '-ht?t chiefly were t!)e generality of Christians
in tined in the ancient faith, and preserved from fall-
8 1nto the snares of seducers.
e About the year 370, or a little sooner, the sect
_Apl)llinarians began to spread new doctrines, and
” ""‘dke some noise in the world. " Among sundry
'nm:; wrong tenels,. they ha‘d this conceit, th_ar. the
o 00d, Of' our Saviour Christ was converted into or
Sorbed in his Godhead. For they imagined, that
¥ thus resolving #wo distinet natures into one, they
°1fld the more easily account for the one Person of
FISt; not considering that the whole economy of
m:; 8 redemption was founded in the plain Scripture
. “thne of a Saviour both God and man. In opposi-
1 to:those dangerous tenets, the learned and elo-
2:;? Chrysostom (A. D. 405. circ.) made use of an
A “:f‘em drawn from the Sacrament of the Eucharist,
8 effect; that the representutive body and blood
by ‘u:‘lgt in the Euc.harist (sanctified by Divine grace,
P’ie¢ t converted into Divine subs{ance) plainl.y'lm-
with u:hat the natural body of Chnst,. though joined
for ik ¢ Gudheud, was not converted into Godhe.ad:
%€ ag the consecrated bread, though called Christ’s
. 3;“" account of its sanctification, did not cease to
hiﬁe(fw%" so the human Ztature of Christ, though dig-
iy with the Di.viue2 did not cease to b(? the same
this eT'l :ature, which it alway.s was.*. We may call
itie b“ €r an arg'ument or an illustration; for indeed
g th under different views, = Considered as a simi-
% itisan llustration of a case: but at the same
€18 an argument to show, that the Apollinarians
”{ .Widely mistaken in imagining that a change of
tlics, circumstances, or names, inferred a change of
'::"" ¢and substance. Bread was still bread, though
Beod reasons dignified with the name of the Lord’s
800!:!: and the man Christ was still man, though for
ig.ni;easo{:s (that is, on account of‘ a personal union)
ofig eg thh'the tlt.le of God. Thus the Sacrament
and :k' ucharist, being a memorial of the incarnation,
: 1nd of emblem of it, was made use of to explain
' 80d t6 confirm the faithful in the ancient belief of
At important article. But I proceed.
judice, Ab?ut the year 410, Pelagius opened the pre-
ﬂinéds Wh_lch he had for some time privately enter-
i against the Church's doctrine of original sin :
the Sucrament of Buptism looked him full in the
‘::‘:“:_ proved one of the mos.t'considera.ble obsta-
tlon °b 18 progress. The prevailing practice had all
. 8 been to baptize infants: and the Church had
e rstood it to be baptizing them for remission of sin.
e.p‘;ci_ﬂference was clear and c‘ersain, and level to the
."gle“y of every common Chl‘ls(l.an. Wherefore this
the ab§rg'ume11t ha'q w.elght sufficient to bear down all
Pel, stracted .subnltles and laboured refinements of
. 48lus and his associates, and proved oue of the
.nQ“Kest securities to the Christian faith so far, du-
8 that momentous controversy.
h&;egu: Ab?ut the year 430 appeared the Nestorian
the G{)d which, dividing the mankood of our Lord from
head, made in effect two Persons, or two Christs.
i‘-::z the Sacrament 9f the Eucharist was again call.ed
in, L °°.mpose the difference, and to settle the point
*e ®Stion,  For since the virtue and efficacy of the
Poseq dative bodb.( was principally founded in the sup-
Datyy, sonal union of the real body w?lh the Divine
ting l‘)f our Lord, it would be frustrating or evacua-
nh ﬂ_le efficacy of the Eucharist, to lelde'Ehe
‘l’guu(:Od’ n su‘ch a sense, from the Godhead. .lhe
its u:“t was just and weighty, and could not fail of
iy d?ﬂ-'ect among as many as had any tender regard
Vine and comfortable a Sacrament.
tychiglnl. hWithin twenty years after, came up the Eu-
leudéd eresy; which, in the contrary extreme, so
o the Godhead and manhood together, as to make
gt nuture of both, after the example of the Apol-
] 1S, whom I before mentioned. The Sacrament
€ Eucharist was of eminent service in this cause
‘h‘:\ :'g!‘ if the bread and wine in that Sacrament are
litveq , ey have been called, (and as c_onstamly be-
Wiy tovbe‘,.) symbols and figures of Christ's body and
ﬂ!.‘ch, €n it is certain that our. Lord really put on
and blgod, and that his human pature was and is

L
Sicut enim,

ting
We!

L,

distinet from his Divine. To say, that “the Word

was made flesh,”” or that the flesh was converted into
the Word, in such a sense as to leave no distinet Au-
manily, was as much as to say, that the Sacraments
now make us not * members of his body, of his flesh,
and of his bones;” and that the Eucharist in particu-
lar is an insignificant show, or worse, ei_ther not repre-
senting the truth of things, or representing a falsehood.

Such was the argument made use of in the Eutychian’
controversy : a plainer or stronger there could not be ;'

nor any wherein the generality of Christians could
think themselves more deeply concerned.

XIV. Long after this, in the eighth century, endea-
vours were employed by many to bring in the worship,
or at least the use, of #mages into churches. In this
case also, the Sacrament of the Eucharist was season-
ably pleaded, for the giving some check to the growing
corruption.. The good Fathers of Constantinople, in
the year 754, meeting in council to the number of 338,
argued against images to this effect: that as our Lord
had appointed no visible image of himself, his incarna-
tion; or passion, but the eucharistical one, and proba-
bly intended that for a most effectual bar, to preclude
all appearances of idolatry ; it would be high presump-
tion in men, without warrant, without occusion, and
against the very design of our Lord in that Sacrament,
to introduce any other kind of émages of their own de-

vising. 'The opposite party, some time after, (A.D. |

787.) in the second Council of Nice, eluded this plain
reasoning, by pretending, falsely, that the sacred sym-
bols are not the image of Christ's body and blood, but
the very body and blood:* and thus they laid the
seeds of that error, which grew up at length by degrees
into the monstrous doctrine of transubstantiation. ~For
the true notion of the Eucharist lying cross to their
darling schemes, they chose rather to deprave the Sa-
crameat itself, than to stand corrected by it. How-
ever, all this tends to confirm the main point, which 1
have been insisting upon, that the Sacraments, among
other very valuable uses, bave for many ages upwards
been the standing burriers against corruptions : though
there are no fences so strong, nor any ramparts so high,
but daring and desultorious wits may either break
through them or leap over them.

XV. 1Ishall add but one example more ; and it shall
be of Faustus Socinus, of the sixteenth century: a per-
son of pregnant wit and teeming invention ; of mode-
rate learning, but a very large share of sufficiency.—
His great ambition was, to strike out a new system of
religion from his own conceitsj though he happened
only to revive (and perhaps very ignorantly) the an-
cient Sabellianism, Photinianism, and Pelagianism,
with other esploded heresies. e began with sub=
verting (as far as in him lay) the true and ancient doc-
trine of the T'réuily, rejecting the Deily of the second
Person, and even the being of the third. After a
thousand subtilties brought to elude plain Scripture,
and after infinite pains taken in so uunnatural a war
against Heaven, he was yet sensible that he should
prevail nothing, unless, together with the doctrine of
the Trinity, he could discard the fwo Sacraments also,
or render them contemptible. Baptism was a standing
monument of the personalily and equal Divinity of Fa-
ther, Son, and Holy Ghost: and the other Sacrament
was an abiding memorial of the merits (though vo crea-
ture can merit) of our Lord's obedience and sufferings:
and both together were lasting attestations, all the way
down from the very infancy of the Church, of the se-
cret workings, the heavenly graces and influences of
the Holy Spirit upon the faithful receivers. There-
fore to let the Sacraments stand, as aforetime, was
leaving the ancient faith to grow up again in the Chris-
tian world, much faster than Socinus, with all his sub-
tile explications of Scripture texts, could bear it down.
Being well aware how this matter was, he fell next
upon the Sucraments; discarding ove of them, in a
manner, under pretence that it was needless ; and cas-
trating the other, with respect to what was most valu-
able in it, to render it despicable. Tt was thought
somewhat odd, by some of his own friends, that he
should labour to throw off Baptism, and at the same
time retain the Eucharist, which appeared to be com-
paratiively of slighter moment, and less insisted upon
in Scripture.  But he well knew what he did; for the
form of Baplism stood most directly in his way. As
to the Eucharist, if he could but reduce it to a bare
commemoration of an absent friend, there would be
nothing left in it to create him much trouble; but it
might look sincere and ingenuous, in that instance at
least, to abide by the letter of the text, and to plead
for the perpetuity of an ancient and venerable (now by
him made a nominal) Sacrament. This appears to be
the most natural account of his conduct in the whole
affuir.  For otherwise it is a very plain case, thata
lively imagination like his might have invented as fair
or fairer pretexts for laying aside the Eucharist,t than
for discarding Baptism; and it might have been easier
to elude some few places of Scripture than many.—
Bat I return.

From the induction of particulars here drawn to-
gether, and laid hefore you, may be understood, by
the way, the true and right notion of the Christian
Eucharist, such as obtained from the beginning, and
continued till the dark ages came on, and longer: but
the point which I aimed at was, to illustrate the use
of both the Sacraments considered as fences or bar-
riers, ordained by Christ, to secure the true faith, and
to preclude false doctrines. Few have ever attempt-
ed to corrupt Christianity in any of its considerable
branches, but, first or last, they have found themselves
embarrassed by one or both Sacraments; and have
been thereby obliged either to desist presently, or to
expose themselves farther, by quarrelling with those
sacred institutions, which all wise and good men have
ever most highly revered.

1 have taken notice, how the most essential articles
of the Christian religion have, in their several turns,
(as they happened to be attacked,) been supported
and strengthened by these auxiliary means. The
doctrine of the visible creation by God most high: the
doctrine of our redemption by Christ, both God and
man: the doctrine of sanctifying grace by the Holy
Spirit - of God, a real Person, and: also Divine: the
doctrines of original sin, and of our Lord's meritorious
sacrifice, and of a future resurrection of the body:
these, and as many others as are contained in these,
have all been eminently preserved and held up by the
Christian Sacraments. The Sacraments therefore
are full of excellent instruction and admonition: they
carry creeds and commandments, as it were in the bow-
&ls of them: they speak even to the eyes in silent
imagery, and often teach more in dumb show, with
less expence of time and much greater efficacy, than
any the most eloguent discourses conld do.

LABOURS OF THE EARLY MISSIONARIES
IN AMERICA.
[Continued from * The Church,” of February 14.]

NEW ENGLAND.

In answer to a unmber of queries addressed by the
Society to the missionaries, Dr. Johnson gave, in
1727, the following account of his mission at Strat-
ford :—*The first beginning of the Church of England
in this town was about ten or fifteen families, most of

Muyg, Divi antequam 'sanctiﬁcetur panis, panem nomina-
lh’"at‘u.vma m’xtem sanctificante gratiu, mediante sacerd.ote,
est Dom.";t-quldem.' Bppellatifme pa{lis, dignus’ autemn h.nb.nus
pﬁmlhﬁ‘:'.lﬂ corporis appellatione, etiamsi natura panis in ipso
Mrype. CF DN duo corpora, sed unum corpus Filii preedi-
r;,Blc et hie plvlna dvidpvodoycg, id est, inundante corpori
."K'lmce:;um Ftlmrrf, unam Per.um‘am., utraque heee fecerunt ;
ung 'ol'lm tamen inconfusam et indivisibilem rationem, non
ad um natura, sed in duubus perfectis. Chrysost. Lpist.
The é‘ JiIm_zach. p- 7, 8. edit. Harduin.
of the 53 “Chﬂl‘l'st was anciently considered as a kind of
caraation, but in a loose general way : for like as there
ang lik:"‘"ly part and an earthly part here, so it is also there ;
Uchar; as Divine grace together with the elements make the
i st, 80 the Divine Logos with the manhood make God

@
:t:‘-ue' But then the analogy or resemblance ought not to
Vabe :;;ed beyond the intention of it: for there is this obser-

{fference in the two cases; that in one case there is

rel
{a or of the two natures, and

H o
_Onlwo the worthy receivers only : in the other, there is an ab-
I yy
a

Manent, and personal union. So, then the FEucharist
t, imperfect emblem of the other,

* They might justly have said, that the sacred symbols are
more than a mere image, more than mere signs and figures: but
they should not bave denied their being images at all. And
they might justly have said, that the eacred symbols are, in
construction and beneficial effect, to worthy receivers, the very
body and blood : but they ought not to have asserted what they
did, in that absolute manner, or in such crude terms left with-
out the proper qualifying explanation. ;

f Indeed, the same pretences, some of them, equally effect
both Sacraments, and tend to the discarding of both or neither
as Vossius justly remarks, De Baptismo.

‘them tradesmen, some husbandmen, who were born
1d bred up in England, and came and settled here,
land some of them were born here, and by means
of the rest reconciled to the church. It is nigh twen-
ty years since they first endeavoured to have the wor-
ship of God in the method of the church.among them
but were disappointed till about five years ago, ever
since which the numbeus have been considerably ins
creasing, so that now there are about fifty families
within the compass of ten miles square who pretty
steadily frequent the church.”

Others attended occasionally from the surrounding
country within a circuit of thirty miles, for so ill pro-
vided was the settlement, that to the eastward there
was only one church within 100 miles, and none at
all to the north.  The next year, he records the con-
version of two native Indians, and the reconciliation
to the church of seven entire families who had left its
communion. Subsequently, he informed the Society
of “ two or three likely young gentlemen,” who, hav-
ing been for some years dissenting preachers, had, by
their course of reading and conversation, been led to
| entertain doubts of the lawfulness of their ministra~
! tions, and would in all probability, together with their
congregations, conform to the church. ~One of these,
Jonathan Arnold, was, on the recommendation of Dr.
| Johnson, and at the earncst solicitation of the mem-
bers of the church in Connecticut, ordained as itin-
erant missionary for that colony.  As the Society was
at this time pledged to the full amount of its income,
and Mr. Arnold was possessed of some means of his
own, he expressed his readiness to serve without any
stipend from the Society, receiving only the very in-
signficant allowances which could be afforded by the
people.

It appears by a letter from Dr. Johuson, in 1741,
that the country was infested by *“a variety of travel-
ling, enthusiastical, and antinomian teachers, who so
affrighted the people with their dismal outcries, that
their bodies were frequently affected with surprising
convulsions, and involuntary agitations, and cramps,
but that the church had rather gained than suffered
by these commotions, for that three or four families
had come over to it in consequence.” Indeed so con-
siderable was the increase of the congregation at
Stratford, that it was found necessary to build a new
church there, while several were in course of building
in different parts of the country, in the hope of being
provided with the services of a missionary by the So-
ciety.

In 1743, Dr. Johnson expresses his thanks to the
Society for the “excellent scheme they have concerted
for providing for such young men as offer themselves
candidates from hence, of whom the number is still
increasing, as well as that of places where they might
be advantageously situated.”

The following interesting paragraph is taken from
the same letter;—* T lately opened a new church at
Ripton.  On the Sunday following, a dissenting teach-
er—one Mills—being a great admirer of Mr. Whit-
field, reviled and declaimed against my sermon, which
was upon the subject of relative holiness, and the rev-
erence due to the house of God. He insisted that
there is no more holiness in a church than under an
oak tree, &c., and soon after some of his followers put
his doctrine in practice, by defiling the church with
ordure in several places. This zealous man gave out,
when Whitfield first appeared, that their employing
and encouraging that great reformer would utterly
destroy the church, root and branch ; but now, find-
ing the event to be the entire reverse of his predic-
tions, he is grown out of all patience with us. In the
meantime, while they are daily spitting out their im-
potent venoh against us, I thank God we have a bles-
sed spirit of peace and charity, and of zeal and
unanimity, with every other Christian virtue happily
prevailing among my people, who are carrying on our
new church with great despatch, and we have had
several new families added, and more seem likely to
follow them.”

In various subsequent letters, he speaks of the de-
mand for more clergymen, and mentions no fewer than
eight candidates, who were anxious to proceed to
England for ordination. He says, Feb. 12, 1745,
“ As there is such a growing disposition in the people
in many places to forsake the tenets of enthusiasm
and confusion, so there is the like disposition increas-
ing in the college, where there are already ten chil-
dren of the church, and several sons of dissenting
parents that are much inclined to conform. I was
thete last week, and was much pleased with their
exercises. . . . . Thus the harvest is large, and the
labourers not a few, who would gladly be employed,
and be content with as moderate wages as can be
thought tolerable, whenever the Society shall be in a
disposition to employ them, or any of them.”

This zeal in bebalf of the church of their fathers,
and the desire to be employed in its ministry, which
was felt and expressed by so many, is the more re-
markable, as the sectarian government of New England
continued to repress every such feeling by the most
wanton and harassing persecution.  “ Though the
madness,” (says Dr. Johnson, 1745,) “of the late
enthusiasm has somewhat abated, the venom of it still
continues, and, I fear, rather increases, and operates in
a virulent manner, in many places, against the church,
so that no sooner does any person in authority appear
for the church, but he is soon displaced, and some
bitter creature set up by the government in his room;
and in some places, notwithstanding the law they had
made in our favour, they have, of late, taxed the lands
of the church people, in common with the dissenters,
towards the support of their ministers. I have myself
lately had no less than ten pounds [of] our money
forced from me toward maintaining three of the worst
| creatures in the government, beiug taxes raised upon
| some lands I had iu the places where they were teachers.
1 But what I would mention as the greatest grievance of
i this kind, is the case of the church people at Darby,
I'who are forced to pay such a land-tax in their own
| town [ship] to a dissenting teacher and meeting-house
in one of their villages, (where they have a church of
their own to finish, and a minister to provide for), the
amount of which in the whole will be very considerable.”

And not only did those who were favourably inclined
to the church expose themselves to the ill-will of their
provincial government, but were subject to discourage-
ments of another kind.  There was no episcopal school
or college for the education of their children, and, in
many districts; no service according to the usage of the
Church of England, insomuch that Dr, Johnson, reso-
lute and uncompromising churchman as he was, found
himself under the necessity of entering into the follow-
ing explanation, in answer to some ill-natured rumour:
‘“As to my son. It is indeed a great mortification to
me and him, that I am obliged to send him to a dis-
senting college, or deny him any public education at
all; and rather than deny him a collegiate educations
I confess I do not deny him going to meeting when he
can't help it, to which he is himself so averse that
nothing but necessity would put him upon it, He
comes home to church once in three weeks, or a month,
at least to the communion if possible, being fourteen
miles; and as often as there is church there, he goes
to Westhaven, which is four miles.””  Amnother, and
the principal difficulty of all, which has been frequently
before alluded to, was the necessity under which every
candidate for the ministry was laid of going to England
for ordination. The office of missionary, arduous,
responsible, and ill-requited as it was, could not be
obtained, without a dangerous; in several instances it
proved a fatal, voyage of 6000 miles. Yet were there
not found wanting persons ready and willing to give
themselves to the work.

In 1743, Dr. Johnson says, *‘Here is an ingenious
gentleman, one Mr. Prince, of very considerable learn-
ing, having been for fifteen years a fellow of Harvard
College, in Cambridge, who has confofmed, and desires
to serve the church in holy orders, and would willingly
go home in the spring; and here is an honest neigh-
bouring dissenting teacher, who will very soon appear
for the church, and probably bring the greatest part of
his congregation with him."”

In 1746, he writes, “ A love to the church.is still
gaining in the college, and four more, whose names are,
Allen, Lloyd, Sturgeon; and Chandler, have declared
themselves candidates for holy orders, and there seems
a very growing disposition towards the cburch in New-
haven, as well as the college, so that I hope there will
be, ere long, a flourishing church there” 1 have
heretofore desired leave for Messrs. Dibble and Leam-
ing to go for orders, and am now desired to ask the
same for Messrs. Mansfield and Allen, as soon as the
Society can be in a disposition to receive them.”

In 1747, he sends to the Bishop of London infor-
mation of *a number of vacancies, four of which are
in this colony, so that (le says) T am now alone here
on the sea coast, without one person in orders besides
myself, for more than a hundred miles, in which com-
pass there is business enough for six or seven minis-
ters, and those northward have their hands full; so
that my burden is at present insupportable ; nor have
we yet leave for any to go home, though. there are five
or six valuable candidates.  Unless, therefore, the
Society can provide, or your lordship can think proper
to ordain, on such titles as can be made here, (which
in some places, though not without much hardship,
may, I believe, be made equal to 30l sterling per an-
num), the church must soon decay apace. Meantime,
it is really affecting to bear the cries and importunities
of people from several quarters, and not have it in
one's power to help them.”

While the wants of the church were so urgent on the
one hand, and on the other so many promising young
men, whether originally born in her communion or
converts from dissent, were ready and anxious to enroll
themselves in her service, it is impossible to repress a
feeling of regret that the means did not exist for ren-
dering their talents immediately available. Had a
theological college been founded, and a bishop sent
forth to ordain elders in every city, and to care for the
interests of the church, many, doubtless, would have
ranged themselves on her side who were led by the
circumstances of their position to take part against her.
Possibly an orthodox church might now be flourishing
in a country where the uusystematic theology, and the
anti-episcopal discipline of the Puritans have found
their natural development in the general prevalency of
Socinianism.  As it was, and in spite of manifold dis-
couragement, the church grew apace.  Shortly after
Dr. Johnson's settlement at Stratford, Mr. Caner,
having on his recommendation gone to England for
ordination, was appointed to the neighbouring mission
of Fairfield, while Mr. Beach and Mr. Seabury, for-
saking the communion of dissenters, were ordained to
the cures of New Town and New London. In 1736,
it was found that in the whole colony not fewer than
700 families were in communion with the Church of
England.

This increase is attributed by Dr. Chandler, not
exclusively to the labours of the clergy, but in no small
part to the extravagant lengths to which Whitfield and
his followers proceeded: and there can be no difﬁculty
in believing that the unineasured denunciations of the
enemics of the church might have led some to a calm
consideration of her doctrines, while the religious
anarchy produced throughout the country by the
preaching of uneducated fanatics would dispose the
more sober-minded Christians to seek for shelter and
repose in the bosom of the church. The prevalency
of many erroneous views, as to the authority and ordi-
nances of the church, induced Dr. Johuson to publish
several treatises in her defencej and he appears to
have been no less successful as a controversialist than
he was useful and efficient as a missionary.  Indeed,
his publications in vindication of the church attracted
the attention of the University of Oxford, and,in 1743,
the degree of D.D. was conferred upon him by diploma.
This, it will be remembered, was the second time that
he had been honourably noticed by the university.—
His M.A. degree was given in hope. * Sperantes
nempe, illius ministerio, aliam et eandem, olim, nasci-
turam Ecclesiam Anglicanam.” The present diploma
referred to this expectation as in part realised. - The
church had, however, still need of such champions.

In 1748, he says, “Scarce ever was there a people
in a more bewildered and confounded condition, occa-
sioned by the sad effects of Methodism, still in many
places strangely rampant, and crumbling them into
endless separations, which occasions the most sensible
of them to be every where looking to the church as
their only refuge.” A year later, he speaks in the
same tone, and describes the “ disposition among the
sectaries to the church as still increasing,” especially
at Brantford, where, within two or three years, twenty-
tive families bad conformed.

It scems that the missionaries of this period were
no more exempt than those of our own day from the
cavils or imputations of slanderous tongues. It may
be worth while to mention the charge of making altera-
tions in the Liturgy, in order to record Dr. Johnson's
indignant denial. ~ “This (hesays) is very hard indeed,
when we have given so much proof of our inviolable
attachment to it, and that the established episcopacy
and liturgy is dearer to us than any thing in the world
besides; so dear as to leave fathers, mothers, brethren,
sisters, houses, and lands, and venture our lives to the
greatest hazard for it,——twenty-five bhaving gone a
thousand leagues for episcopal orders, of whom no less
than five have lost their lives, and several others suf-
fered the most dangerous sicknesses, and all at the
expense of more than we could well afford; and all
this when we might have bhad the greatest applauses
of all our friends and acquaintance (if we could have
made our consciences easy as we were) and the best
preferments they could give.”

While congregations of European settlers were
forming in the villages round Stratford, at Norwalk,
Hebron, Middleton, Wallingford, Guilford and Brant-
ford, neither the native Americans nor the poor Afti-
cans were neglected. “I have always (says Johuson)
had a catechetical lecture during the summer months,
attended by many negroes and some Indians, about
seventy or eighty in all, and as far as I can find, where
the dissenters have baptized one we have baptized
two, if not three or four, negroes or Indians; and I
have four or five communicants.”

{ro BE coNTINUED.]

NATIONAL AND ECCLESIASTICAL
BLESSINGS.

(From a Sermon by Rev. Thomas Athinson, Rector of St.
Peter’s Church, Baltimore.)

We, my brethren, as members of the Church, have
additional and very weighty reasons for offering up
thaoks and ascribing praise to God. To that branch
of His holy Church to which we belong, His favour
has been remarkably extended during the past year.
Not six months, scarcely three months, have elapsed
since very painfal forebadings clouded the minds of
some of the truest and best friends of the Church.
It was feared that a tendency to Romaniem existed
among some of the clergy and laity in England, and
even in this country. Now, it would be uncandid in
me to deny that there was reason for that fear. Sens
timents were advanced in books, tracts, and newspapers
which could scarcely be reconciled with affectionate
and reverential attathment to the Church to which

their authors belonged. It is not for me to account
for this tendency. I cannot explain the motives or
the course of reasoning which could induce a single |
man to prefer the Church of Rome; adulterated and !
corrupt as she is, to that pure and primitive Church |
to which it is our happiness to belong. Whatever of |
good Rome has, we have, either actually or potentially;
while the inestimable treasures that she has lost we
retain. Our unbroken succession from the Apostles
is as unquestionable as her's, our ministry certainly
not less valid, our Liturgy drawn more entirely from
the reservoirs of ancient devotion. ~While, on the
other hand, our worship is in a language understood
by the people as the Scriptures direct, as the wants of
the soul require, as the primitive Christians practised;
while her worship is in a dead tongue, her Liturgy is a
barbarism to her own people, and in every country her
children are as barbarians to their own mother. Our
Sacraments are perfect, while her's are mingled with
ecclesiastical ordinances not properly of the same rank,
and that one, the Lord’s Supper, which she, herself,
acknowledges to be the highest, and most sacred, has
yet been so profanely and irreligiously mutilated in
her hands, that it is, at the best, doubtful whether a
layman does, or can receive it, in her unhappy com-
munion. Above all, Scriptural truth has free course
among us. No interdict is laid on its circulation, at
home or abroad, at one time or at another. Our doc-
trines are derived from it, and proved byit. They
flow to us clear and fresh from the living fountain of
Holy Writ, while her’s comes down through the filthy
puddle, as our Homily expresses it, of human tradition.
What infatuation then could induce any man to leave
those green pastures and those still waters, where, in
the gooduess of God, the lot of our inheritance lies, to
batten on that moor? It is one of the anomalies
which human nature sometimes exhibits, as when the
children of Israel loathed that manna which was angel’s
food and lusted after the fleshpots of Egypt. Bat,
just because it is strange and inexplicable, I believe it
to be rare. 1 have never thought that any cousider-
able number of persons were in danger of apostatizing
to Rome. I had too much confidence in the excellence
of our cause, and the attaching influence of our Chirchs
But there were those who did entertain this fear, and
even believed that a schism in the Church might be
necessary in order to separate oursclves from these
false brethren. I never looked on this as the true
remedy. I never considered this evil and sin the
divine method of averting other evils. I was aroused
at the inconsistency and blindness of those who could
even harbour the thought of a division of the Church.
In their horror and dread of Rome, they were willing
to take the very step which Rome would have ‘most
rejoiced in, and by which the interests of Rome would
have been most signally advanced. A schism in our
Church would incalculably strengthen the hold which
Rome now has on the religious faith and interests of
these United States. The people of this country are
tired of strife and division in the concerns of religion.
They are worn out with building a Babel, where there is
a perpetual confusion of tongues, and where the hand of
every workman is against his fellow labourer. They
demand in the Church, peace and unity, and they have
acuteness enough to see that the necessary conditions
of these are authority and stability. They demand,
therefore, a Church which man did not make, and
which man consequently cannot unmake. If tliey
cannot find these conditions anywhere short of Rome,
a great multitude will go there for them. If they can
find them in a more pure and a more scriptural Church,
they will, of course, prefer such a Church. While our
Church continues united, converts will flock to it, like
doves to the windows. But if, in the awful judgement
of God, it should be broken to pieces, who would seek
for shelter on a wreck? Divide this Church, and
you so exceedingly weaken it, that practically, it may
be said, you destroy it,  Destroy it, and what becomes
of us? The only effectual safeguard against Roman-
ism is cast down, and the angry flood pours in and
overwhelms us. Divide this Church then, and the
shadow goes backward on the dial-plate of prophecy
and the coming of the millennial day is postponed.

It was aniid such dangers and forebodings that the
General Convention met. ‘One party feared heresy,
the other schism. Some believed that many of their
brethren were Romanists in disguise, while they in turn
were suspected of being false to the Church, and willing
to sacrifice her distinctive principles. Subjects were
discussed in the Convention which necessarily drew
out the opinions of its members on all the topics of
interest now before the Church, and the result of
those discussions was the discovery that they really
differed much less than they had supposed. Tt was
found that there had been mutual misapprehension
produced by the extravagancies of newspaper state-
ments and oral rumours.  On all sides, with scarcely
an exception, there was the most explicit disclaimer of
any views or ptinciples adverse to those clearly taught
and ever held in the Church. Was this to be discre-
dited? By none, it seemed to me, but those® who
were themselves conscious of perfidy. No candid man
could listen to the debates in the last General Con-
vention without being satisfied that on all essential
subjects, the Church is one in doctrine as she is one in
order, and that where differences of any magnitude,—
differences for which more than a few individuals are
responsible,~—do actually exist, that they are legitimate
differences such as result from that liberty wherewith
Christ maketh His people free.’ They result from
the very character of the Church itself as being truly
Catholic, no shred or fragment stricken off from the
body of Christ, and shrinking and narrowing in its
isolation, but an integral and living member of that
body, capable, consequently, of harmonizing its own
constituent parts, and of reconciling unity of faith,
with diversity of opinion. It was then made manifest
that the Church herself is neither Calvinistic, nor Ar-
minian, that her principles ate neither those of the
exclusive High«Churchman, nor of the exclusive Low=«
Churchman, but that Calvinist and Arminian, Iligh-
Churchman and Low-Churchman, may all happily and
usefully dwell together in her courts, minister at her
altars, and be prepared by her discipline for that up-
per temple, where there is neither error nor discord,
but ‘all hearts respond to the same truths, and all
voices unite in singing the same song of praise and
adoration, 1 have long loved and honoured the
Chureh, T have long believed her to be the purest and
best member of the Christian body upon earth, I have
long delighted to meditate on her ancient descent, not
merely reaching to the saints of early ages, and to the
blessed Apostles, but to Prophets likewise, and to
Patriarchs, binding us together in the same mystical
body not only with Leighton and Wilson, with. Augus-
tine and Chrysostom, with. St. Peter and St.  Paul,
but also with Isaiah and Elijah, nay with Abraham,
with Tsaae, and with Jacob. 1 have refoiced to dwell
on her Divine Order, her Scriptural Faith, her lowly
devotions, such as become the conscious feebleness
and defilement of human beings, and the glorious
Majesty of Him whom we worship, her lofty hymns of
praise, such as breathe of Heaven itself, and even
Cherubim and Seraphim might not disdain to utter.
I have thanked God that he counted such an one as [
am, not too unworthy to be made a member and a
minister of such a body. But vever has the Church
seemed to me so truly admirable as at her last delibe~
rative Council. 8he was then seen with one hand
quieting her alarmed and agitated children, and bid-
ding them to be at peace, while with the other she di-
rects her ministering servants of every grade to catry
the glad tidings of salvation to remote and populous
China, to degraded Africa, to the less favoured sister

Churches of the East, to the dispersed sheep of our

own westetn wilderness. At the same time she is pro=
viding more carefully for the ignorant and the needy of
her own communion; by restoring to their proper func+
tions a class of ministers, whose order had been pers
petuated, because that was divine, but some of whose
appropriate duties had, in the lapse of time, been de+
volved on others, and: conseguently neglected. In
the midst of these weighty cares, she is seen exercising
a striet and salutary discipline over some of her high=
est and most honoured officers, thus purifying herself
within, while she is extending her borders abroad:
Who can doubt that God is with her of & truth?—«
From what other quarter did her help come? Her
children had restrained prayer, her ministers had
greatly slighted their appropriate work to engage. in
unseemly strife: Ifthe Church had depended on man,
it would have been disgraced or destroyed, but its
Builder and Maker was God, and He would not fors
sake the work of His own hands. Who can doubt
that He is preparing her for a more elevated career,
for wore arduous and eminent services. Even now she
seems like an eagle, trimming her feathers and balancs
ing her wings before she soars aloft into the air to seek
a higher region, and a more brilliant sunshine than she
has ever before reached. Not for our merits, but His
own glory, for His own namesake has He done this:
Because He is a God that pardoneth iniquity, and pase
seth by the transgressions of the remnant of His heris
tage.

THE ESSENES.

(From Dr. Burton's Lectures upon the Ecclesiasticul &
History of the first three centuries.)

There was at this time [during the period of out
Lord's Ministry] a sect or body of men already exists
ing in Judzea, who, it might be thought, could not have
listened with indifference to the preaching of Jesus:
It has sometimes excited surprise, that the Evangelists
make no mention of the Essenes, whose singular habits
are described by Philo Judeeus and Josephus, and to
whom the opponents of Christianity have sometimes
pointed, as the source from which it was derived.—
The Essenes of Palestine, according to Philo and
Josephus, were about 4,000 in their own day.  Philo
describes also another set of men under the name of
Therapeatee, who have been called contemplative
Essenes, and who were found in the greates®numbers
in Egypt. The account of these two sects have many
points of agreement; and perhaps, as I shall observe
presently, they may be traced to a comwmon origiu: but
there seems no reason to conclude that Philo meant to
speak of the Egyptian Therapeutee as Lssenes. It is
plain from Josephus, that the Essenes were a Jewislt
sect; but the Therapeute, though traces of Judaism
appear in their religious principles and customs, can+
not be considered to have been originally or exclusively
Jews, The Essenes were remarkable for their striet
worality, for their ascetic and abstemious habits, for
having a community of goods, and for living in villages
apart from the great towns. Some of them held mar-
riage to be unlawful; but all of them were regular in
fullowing some employment : their industry was cons
spicuous; and their early devotions, which were res
peated every day, could only have been the fruits off
sincerg and genuine piety. There is undoubtedly
much in the character of the Essenes, which may res
mind us of the habits of the early Christians. Euses
bius, who was not much of a reflecting, still less of a
critical historian, was so deceived by this resemblance,
that he supposed Philo to have met with some Chris=
tian communities in the neighbourhood of Alexandria,
and to- have deseribed them by the name of Therapeu=
tee. ‘That there is no foundation for sueh a notion, or
for identifying the Therapeutee with the Essenes, has
been shewn satisfactorily by many writers. = The
Essenes, however, who were a Jewish sect, and lived
in Palestine, could hardly have heard our Saviour or
his Apostles, without being struck by the truth of their
preaching; and it is perhaps singular; that no mention
is made of them by the Evangelists,

In the first place, I would observe, that though the
time when the Essenes first appeared is not distinetly
known, there is reason to think that they had not been
long in existence before this period: they may only
now bhave been beginning to form their aystem, and the
name of Essenes may not yet have been given them,
In the next place, the accounts which we have of out
Saviour's journeys and discourses are connected prins
cipally with the cities and towns: whereas the Essenes,
as I have stated, avoided these places, and lived in
small rustic communities of their own. 1f Philo and
Josephus computed their number rightly at 4,000
within the whole of Palestine, they must have been
very thinly scattered over the country; and our Saviour
in his circuits may seldom have met with them. Ae=
cording to Pliny, their principal settlements were in
the neighbourhood of the Dead Sea; and this might
account for the Fvangelists making no mention of
them, since our Saviour is not said to have visited that
country. To all which I would add, that what®I have
said above of the great object of his preaching might
lead us to expect, that he would not purticularly have
sought out the Essenes during the short period of his
ministry.

His object, as T have explained it, was uot to unfold
the whole of that great scheme which he was about to
accomplish ; this he left to his Apostles, who were to
come after him: his own preaching was to prepare
men for a pure and spiritual religion; to remove from
their minds all which impeded their salvation; and so
to leave them open to receive the truth; whenever it
was revealed to them. This being the ease, the
Essepes were already better prepared than most of the
Jews of that time to receive the gospel: the moral
disciplive which was requisite, was not wholly new to
them; and when our Saviour said, “I am not come
to call the righteous, but sinuers to repentance,’” and,
when the towns of Judsea and Galilee were so abun=
dantly filled with objects of the latter kind, we need
not wonder that less of his attention was paid to the
more moral, and comparatively more spititual people,
who were afterwards called Essenes,

I by no means wish to paint the morals and religion’
of the Essenes in too favourable colours. There wad
much in their system, which is unsuited for man in the
discharge of those social duties which God has ins
tended him to fulfil. There was also a mixture of’
saperstition, which seems clearly to point to an eastern
origin; and if we suppose some of the more rigid
Pharisees, who saw with disgust the general depravity:
of ‘the ‘nation, to have admittéd into their creed some
speculative notions which had trayelled into Judea
from Persia, we shall perhaps have no incorrect ides.
of the origin of the Essenes. - Still it must be remems=-
bered that their morality, if compared with that of the
Jews at large, was vastly more pure and spiritual.— ,
The obstacles which.were to be removed in their con«
version to the gospel were as nothing, when contrasted .
with the mountains which shut out that heavenly view
from the Seribes and [harisees. The preaching of -
our Savionr, if viewed as a whole, may prove to us the
gréat truth, that the chief impediment to the gospel is
the corruption of the heart, [t is not ignorance, it is |
not weakness of intellect; it is not a want of learning,
which are the main causes of infidelityy it is an
absence of that moral feeling, of that deep conviction
of our own frailness, and of the necessity of holiness,
which first leads men to justify what they are deters
mined to commit, and then sets them to hate that
which would prove their principles to be wrong. It
was thus that our Saviour's preaching was directed,
not so much to the head, as to the heart.

It was in pursuance of feelings such as these,

the Jewish authorities never ceased till they had pot
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