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THE PRESS ON TUE POSTAGE QUESTION.

The opinion expressed by bir %%Vîl(rtd Laurier ini the
Ilouse yesterday, that the reduced pobiage on newspapers
should flot be govcrned by Provincial boundarics, was very
sounid and just. It is obvious tlîr. the circulation of a
paper mnay flot be limited to one Province. To an Ottawa
paper, like The Free Press, circulating laigely in the
neighbtoring Qucbcc counties, such an arrangement bas its
disadvantages. A juster plan would bc that advocated by
the Premier-a geographical system based on milcage.
But better stili would be a much more considerable
reduction of rates.

The proposed amendmient to the law relating to t'le
postage on newspapers, reducing the rate from hall a cent
per pound to one-cighth of a cent upon the circulation in
the Province where the paper is publishcd, al] outside of
that to pay hait a cent, is open to the samne objection that
the prescrnt Iaw is which exempt! a zone on weekiy papers.
There is no more reason for charging different rates on
newspapers carried outside the Province in which they are
published than there is for charging different rates on
lettcrs carried différent distances. It is quite possible for a
newspaper published in a City on the boundary of two
Provinces to have a larger circulation in the idjoining
Province than ini its own. The effect of the proposed
change will be to rest.ict such circulation, or to ta\ the
publisher unfairly.

The, Dominion Senate has thrown out 'Mr. M.Nulock's
Postage Bill, arid the prc.position to reduce the rate of
newspaper postage from o' e-half to one-eighth of a cent
within the Province ot publication, is consequently defeated.
Objection is malle, and reasonably, we think, to the exten-
sion of thc zone systeni whichi now exists, even when Pro.
vincial in ils character. There should bc a fixed rate of
postage for ail newspapers, regardless of the frcquency o!
publication, the mxent of their circulation, or of Provincial
lines. The Expositor may be talking against its own
interests in advocating such a uni(orm rate, but we believe
the systum that is in vogue, anîd the one lately proposcd by
'Mr. Mulock, to be alilce objectionable. and the sooner the
sanie principle is adopted (or newspapers as is now applied
to letter postage the better.

NEW OFFICES AND SAMPLE-ROO.M.

The premnises occupied hy Buntin, Gillies & Co.,
liamilton, have rtcently been enlatrgcd and improved, the
cver-growing business of tlîis firm denianding greater
accommodation and convenience for its transaction. rheir
ncw offices and samplc.room, which have just been
rcmodelled, are finislicd in the finest style in quarter-cut
oal, throughout, and prescrnt an extremely handsomc
appearince. Nothing wvhich will aid in the rapid and
carclul transaction of business nîas been ovcrlookced.

The mibcrs of the firm aim ai mtlding the mnanage-
nment of their business a model one, and extend a licarty
înlitation to their customnurs to visit and inspect the
premises.
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STANDARDS OF STYLE AND SPELLING

Ini the annual report of Dr. S. E. D)awson, Qucen'ls
Printer at Ottawa, this year there is a good deal of infor-
mation about paper, ink, and processes or interest to, news-
papermen. As a copy of the report is sent to nearly ail
newspaper offices it is not necessary to reproduce here any
portion of its contents. One point, however, which is of
passing concern is the discussion on "lstyle." .The
American "style" is almost universal in Canada, but, as
far as the official documents at Ottawa are concerned, a
différent system has been adopted. In 1890, on the report
of Sir John ltfcdonald, the English style in spelling such
words as "'labour, favour, honourable," etc., was adopted
for the printing bureau.

In connection with such tecatures as capitalization,
italics, hyphens and punctuation, it has been ordert:d by
the Joint Commnittece <n Prinîing of Parliament that the
style shail be according to that used by the Clarendon
Press o! the University ut Oxtord.

As for the dictionary in use the Imperia] Dictionary is
regarded as the authority. In connection with this,
Canadian editors would do well to note that the Govern-
ment appointed a Geographic Board several years ago.
This board is fixing the spelling of geographical narnes in
Canada. It has issued one report already and the results
arc being embodicd in aIl maps and other officiai docu-
rnents. These niatterf, while of secondar importance in
newspapcr work, are ot sufficient interest to, demnand sume
at tcantion.

Mr. John W. Eedy. having statted a daily edition of
The St. Marys journal, is conducting it wçith the ability
and tlîoroughness which marks aIl his publishing work.
Thle ncw daily should make a place for itself in so pros.
perous a centre as St. bMarys.
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