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OATUOLICITY IN MOD)ERN POETRY.

B. P. Carton in te Irnsu Monthly.

It would, iudeed, bo strange if the
Cathooho Oburo)> whose vocation it
bas over been te battlo with sceptieism
and ho overcome iL--a Cburoh wvhoso
glery it lias over beau te purify Euro.
peau litttature (roma the teint cf
pagauîsm and unbolief; a Churoli
whicli has rescuod A4rL freux being the
Alave cf licentieusness and miade iii tho
bendmaid cf its devotione; a Cbureb
%vlîich for nigli nineteen centuries.
while cliaugelese in its teachings, bas
been ever ready to supply eech new
weant and te meut ec) new cmergency
witb the fitting iveapens; il would, I
say, bcestraugo if that Churcli could
net in theso days bave found amongst
hor chuldron sonie at ail events etreng
and bravo and gifted enougl> te carry
on the saine higli mission, te show
that the pool might be united with
the Cetholie, and that poetiy gained a
new pewer and a fitting application te
the wanta cf the ege 'wbich heard il,
when a Catholic's faihh kept its won-
derings in check, and a Catholir&s
bopes gave it iLs best inspirations.
And as might have beeu expected frein
the bistery cf the Churcb's wor-4ings
in the past, se bas it beon in the
preseul. There bas arisen for the
firat time in dime bistory cf Englis>
literature a school cf Catholic pools
whoso pems are truly and essentially
Catbolic. Iu ne wey ellie could the
mixture cf irreligion end pagauismn 1
have spoken cf have beeu met ana
counteracted ; and se in the Midr. -;
tic infidel and deubting baudwibe are
clainiod as the peets cf the age are
Catholie peets gxving te the world
Catbolie poeonswhich in strengtb and
beauty and imaginative pewer and
grecefal fancy ean rival Uic best pro-
ductions of thoîr better known cen-
temperaries.

If I was asked te give an oxemple
cf what 1 meant when 1 spolie a
moment eun cf a Cauhle poem by a
Cathelie pur, 1 would naine -The
Dreani cf Gerontius I as the moat
perfect specinion 1 know of. ILs
subjects are cf dep, universel ana
appalling intoretit. Death, Judgment,
Punishment after death, and in the
end immortel happiness, are the
thenios Uiat arc deait witb. These
lhenies are net noi te poetry. D)ante,
biroseif e Catholic, in the Thirteent>
Century, bas given us bis visions cf
Bell, Purgatory, and Paraise, aua
given theni in a pn'em -wbich the
wonld admits le bo a Masterpieco.
But it iras Virgil wbo couductedl thc
great Florentine te, Heil, and it iras
by Beatrice, bis boyish leve, thet hoe
,was shoiru the pet> te Heaven. The
Hell cf Dente ii, Uic classie Tertarus
-with Acherou ana Chu-on ana the
ferry boat complote, and it ie Mines
wbo condemne the lest seuls cf sinful
men ho punisbment!! wmhose types are
the vulture cf Proniotheus and the
wbeel cf Ixion. Far differeut ie Uic
treatmeut cf thc saine thenies i= the
pocieware nowrcensiderng. G cron-
tins is net allowcd te enter inte the
tvorld te corne save through the saine
dark gate ire must ail ane day traverse.
The jndgmeut te wirh) ho is caUlei is
the judgniont wre are taught cf ini out
Catechisni; bis guia2 te the Judgnxent
Seat is Uie Ange! whlose pretectiug
influences have been arond him from
his =rale to big deat'b-bed ; the cloanis-
ing fires txrough trhich ho passes to
beppiness is the Purgatory cf cui
fait)>, ana tho Judge irbo prononee
bis sontonce is ne mythical Mnos,
- grinning with ghastly features," bul
is Uic Eternel Judge of the living ané
the deuid. The pocmn opens roand th(
bod on whicb Gercutius liea dyirg
Every ad tint the Church eau give t
ber dying cildren is with him in hit
lest heur. A priost ana bis assistantt
recito the ]est offices, ana loviný
friends ame ronna bum wc obey witi

Pad but willing fervour thec toucbing
request,

.so prIay for mue. aay frtcî,ds. who havte not etrengtb

Aàs Uic prayeo cease, ho tales up tho
strain, ana spende bie final moments
in making a professiou cf faitia, and
ibis ot cf roeignation:

And 1 take wltli Joy %whxtbo.r
New beacte me. pain or fcar.

And vitb a itre,, wli 1 secer
Ali the tics4ca blnd me heme

NVitla thesù -wotda en bis lips lie
dîC3, but te wake immed'iately te an-
other lire.
1 hoar no mocre the busy beai cf tie
N~o, nor ru7 fluttering breaili. s.or etaru6gllng pulse;
Nor does oe monment diffes fIrons the uext.

"llc gon andilin a sfgb went -.. nd the roo:.
And~ ~ **O' onen Io 

">e! tiar a atsIl
Cry ,uvne asdtho> k.elt lprer.

ien ho feue that soulu one, as it
Ai wero, holds him Il witbuux bis ample
palm Il nd bears bim forward. i>ro.
sently ho hears a Ilbeart-subduing
melody.- It je tlîe Guar3ian Angel
whio sings rejoicingly Uhc ending cf his
task:

Mwork la done.
ytaak le o-r.

Anid so 1 corne.
Taking It home.

Fer the croan iu won.
Alielula!

For cvemore.
Wben the Angel lied ceased bis

song, the disembcdied soul atidresses
bisa, and is bybhim instructed and pro.
pared for the judgnient te whicb it ie
being carried. This part cf the pen,
especially the colloquy between the
seul ind the Angel. is, in my opinion,
the most interesting cf aIl. I do rnt
know wbet.bor te admire most its
delicate suggestiveness, its gracerul
but subdned imagery, its ideaUized
scbolashicieni, snd, if I may venture te
say so, its accurato theology. The
passage is mue)> toc long for quotation.
The journey lîeavenward, gocs on.
Close on the Judgment Court the
demons gatber:

HenMr and wild. te clâIc> their preperty.
.And Sather souls fer bell.

And tbey chant a moeking strain cf
grimý humeur fini wild pcwer. After
passing ibrougli vroue choira cf
evanlgeilicals, ail singing appropriate
hyne, the soùl, still guided by its
Guardian Angel. enters the bouseocf
Judgment.

The. siol=a prSn 0f ibis cdîioe.
col. o f -ize orba=trade or e-Ur,
Tho cm prement le nude up ci Ille-
0f boly. csed au&d itami blo.

.h yu bIr lbùrs pr&Ws conthiaely.

The Angel thon finaily propares the
seul te meet its Judge and *.hoy gain

WTblh rintwada h Puicnce-Cb- bct ircj
A b=ud et ml;hty arz&ta keep thc w-ny
On cither aide, aud bycin thc Incate Ged.
The lintels cf the Presence-Chamber

vibrato and echo back the strain ; and
the tbreshold, as they traverse it,

cticra aieud fIa RWa reapenaïto chaut,

The Angel thon annonnces that thie 1

Judgment je et band, and axnîdst the
prayerful pleaings -if the Angel cf
the Agony, the seul cf (;erontius gees
before itsJudge. No attempt asmrade
te describe in words the awful meet-
ing. It is -wc'i iAola tc, tlxo Imagination
in the utteranices cf the seul efher th"
Judgment is ever, and the responsive
action of the Angel.

Taàkc re aws-y. aud tue l ow-cri decp
Th.la me b.

And thce lu ho>p% UIc oe nizht uatles koep.
TI ml for me.

Tbe?,. aololn d b.-ppy ln m n .

Thecws. ujin lg voi seS pe-petr.U zUii.'z
ntfl the mun.

Tare w-h 1 asi=. and soonice =y st:&kp: bnces%.

Te tn &n> sd ipzZd axaS lanush. tii! post

Tberwl I=7erc absent Lord nd Loe e

Th", acceer Iina gor.and abore.
AnudsmfUlml Ucrtocrcrlaicgrday
And the Ange! takes il away, and

consigns it as a precieus charge to the
Angele cf Purb-atory tintil thz- day
when ho « shall reclaim il for the
courts cf lighk",
SeUl> sel gUty dmly-rnoeed sou.

AnS. o oz h Uicu 'vnat=isw a thry Teil.
1 poie t.eand 1 I zcther. dhetO.

An ba w-ft 1e th e a ite.
Dccl tbmc-h th@ flood tii> raeS pazc, sae.

SukLu2 ,!cep, decpci. Int the di= diataucc.
>Anze>. to W-b=e Ui w-Ierci laak la ciren.

Shan tend, aud mmand lfl Sire, ait& li b
AndxaS n W,,u .!> anS p. 1 2 bcateu.

Shan &Id lb.. ai be hroe oh r 4tI4et
Farowefl bat net fave 1s-c brother deau,

De 1-ave aud patient =u lb> bcd of sornOW
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There are manlyotherscf Cardinal
Newnian's poems from wbicb we are
certain te carry away scme lesson
wortby cf remombrainco. Partieularly
wortby cf notice are, -"Our Future,"
IlThe Progre'.ss cf Unbelief," --The
Two \Verlds,- Il The Eloments," the
sonnet, IlSubstance and Sbadow,"
and tho now world faumons hymn.
-The Pillar cf the Cloud," generally

k-nown by its cpening votas, " Lead,
liindly Ligbt." Uot us part froni
the great Orttorian with one quo-
tafien more. whicli strikes, as i
.vere, thc key -noe of all bis verse. and
wbich conveys a lesson that in these
days cannot be taught toc peraistently:

Dia a i = mplle.pc 5,ac.
lUT tbi : cvre wfed;

r.ook.l=r. DCer evcd wbc, trWa came,
Y*or rites Whe falth wus dezci.
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