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D WAR COMMENT,

‘The: Germans have now been occlmled
at ‘Verdun for almost as'long- ssmiod
as carried them nearly to Paris g,t,the
beginnihg of the war. At that time they
gained remarkable, sudcesses by speed |
and superior weight. Now their progress
is slow,-and the price of advance is. cor-
respondingly heavy. At the time they
attacked Verdun, more than six weeks
ago, they felt eertain that the British
would be uniable to strike heavily in the
West_ because of the condition of the
ground, and that the Ruseians would be
similarly hampered in the Bast. Mili-
tury- observers are now pdnﬁngodtw
while - these _were ,great . initial ulvw‘
Lages,: tbey ‘have been lost through: the
resolute chargeter of the French resiste
ance  before. Verdun.  In other words,
while the Germans still make progress
they have* devmtl Ak‘tﬂb\toa ?ﬂ'
which they | pmbably hmd to aceom
plish “In’ one 6t two, and tha’lapoe of
time brings gearar the day when the
Allies will &g the ground fit gr a fqr-

. Ward mmm (’P m wi

tors, while the#me is tiue of the- m
eiiuu. The Mk cut.l\‘rmdhi avca
cupied these six wqeh in stni,\st
- Eheir Mtsim'm

luupmt;vcsaf

make my proms

costiy gnet

selves pre

miug ‘of their owni offenisive,

mmm@swmw

observers attach more immediate.. im-
portance to the attitude of Ronmqlia,
Greece, and Holland. 'One reviewer ﬁb
rects attention to the fact that none of
these powers would face anything but
utter ruin if it espoused the cause of
the Germans. -Onthe athet hand:

-“If these three Powers act on the En-
tcnte side we’ ghall mtheforcqo ‘thel

Allies increased - by 1,850,000 mén, 3
the ‘Central Empires’ strength ‘asspilec

_thcmottvihl 5. A cot
ment- of the | and of ¢ :
Roumanis in" the: Balkens, mhust™
disaster and defeat ‘to the Cen
-pire in the south' and -east; while
joint attack dn the valley.of the Rhine
might carry the war into ‘Germany at
last; We may see, therefore, how com-
‘pletely: these ihree Powers, “Holland,
Greeceand Roum hold the key to
the éventual situation. ‘They have but
te act, to make their future secure and
great. And at the same time, they are
all powerless to act, even if. they wished
to do'so, on the side of the Germanic
cmpires. So far as their action in that
direction goes, they are bound hand and
_foot either by the fleets of the Entente
Powers or by the adv armfies of
Russia. In this situation, a hope for-a
,mew and ‘decisive turn in the conflict
ey be seen?

Only a short Hme ago it was pmdictcd
tht Germany would . drive the Allies
Anto the gea at Salontka, if it did not

v ,ﬂucceed in encompassing the French and
British expedition into Serbia, Now an
allied  advance from  Salonika agsinst
Bulgaria is expected at any time.
‘threats against Fgypt &nd against' In-
dia have vanished.” ‘The predicted Ger-
,man drive against Russia, a great thrust
designed to bring the Bear to terms,
seems increasingly unlikely; but if it is
attempted befopre. Roumania enters the
war one of the first results"would bea’
“Allied ‘offensive in the West. ‘If Ger]
smany cannot make headway sgainst the
‘Russians before long it is believed Rou-
mania will jointhe ‘Allies, i which vise
Germany’s last hgpe-wonld lie in success
on the western front: That hope would]
be feeble enough,

In some quarters it is thought that the
struggle at Verdun:may last throughout
the present -month, . By that time both
the Russians and:the Allies inthe West

. should be to strike in unison.

A’i’ OTTAWA.

The more )etloua Conservitive news-
papers<and> all’ of ithe dndependent ones
show by their comment upon the Kyte
revelations how grave is the country’s
view:-of ‘the ‘Yecent turn of  affairs in
Parliament. * Maching organs of the gov-
ernment are employing their old devices
in an effort ‘to make Mlght of the
situation, but!the attitude of the more
respectable ~ Conservative newspapers
shows how futile any such effort must
be.

Sir Robert Borden, at first, set his face
resolutely against any investigation, tak-
ing ' refuge behind the wnconvineing
statement. that the matter was one prim-
arily for Imperial concern -and that he
could take no action unless upon thein~
ception of the British government. He
sought to maintain that attitude. even
when Hon, Mr. Pugsley from his seat in

\
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“the ‘West, ‘in %-r

'tyoadmmlmndthutxtdvuthe

q{federal government ' railway  system
{msked for by 'the federal government.”
- 1 This is inwmﬁng We do not gee in

the | Brunswick, in = connection ‘with’ this

The|

ent.

rative’ «qum !n greater detail by Mr.

Kyte.

nte only those charges which. hé has
already proved. ' This is the sltuaﬂon,
[ presented in an epigram. And ‘the coun

try ‘will resent this atteropt to avold a0
Inguiry of the proper scope by nﬂeﬂng
an investigation of some of the charges
only. The that Tmperial 1

ests may Pe endangered by inquiry into
such transactions as the Idquals have
mdkd ‘in‘the House of Commons will
Ro longer serve, The. utonishing jnfor-
 mation . presented by Liberals in / the

'.Howwu_mmmmuumua'

many flch of peculiumnykh t!w
Moluusmt’s mm what

ready there are indications that, as a
last resort, the government will disclaim
mpomibﬂity for What Sir S8am Hughes
d&d,orhﬂedtodo But the war,

Canada’s pcrﬁcipuﬂén in it, has been

principal’ business of the mmentfor
almost two years, and the administration

all that has been done by the Mxﬁhtercl

ister and bis cabinet moMuamcnon-
¢d the Jarger operations . Sam
Hmﬂ:mdpmm.blyt’ﬁei, d not”

lowithoutknoﬂed;e

Obﬂouslythe!nt“ohgmtﬂm

call imperatively for a completcﬂﬁdu-
ure before o tribunal of the highest char-
acter, rmfmevmeom!dmuouuo
¢ept that of the ‘public interest’ Sir
RobbrtBordenhuopenedthede
‘m; he ‘must q:t&t me‘q‘nn m‘ﬁke

WM

than construction by the eastern route.
At least the Globe says this arrange-
ment, “necessitating a complete change
L of pblicy on the pagt of the govern-
‘otent, is: definite and . justified on ‘the

V@iﬁyﬂaﬂg&ynmwﬂpnmthc

the- Globe's examination of jthe. case
_nnymnnvbythcpmhcoofﬂew

new . arrangement, shouid undertake
to build for the Dominion a. new rail-
way tmmupointutormrﬂeducﬂc
through to Vancebero. Neither is it
explained why money. provided by the
province to build s reilway from Grand
Falls to St. John should be utilized to |-
build a line to Vaneceboro.

The country  has not yet heard any
explanuﬂnn why the proposed change
of route, decided upon long ago, ,wnL
‘| concealed from, the public until a few
days ago, why tenders for construction
by the eastern Toute ‘Wwere asked for last
December though long before that time
Messrs. Hagzen and Baxter had’ private- |
lyconﬂdedtotheBourdo!deeeoun-
¢il' that the western route was ' the
thing,

The railroad from Winnipeg to Mone- |
ton is not to be juggled out of existence
by reference to the Grand Trunk Pa-
ciﬂcortothepmw;duimorpm—
posald ‘of éither the federal- or the local
govehxment. It st John' consents to
‘@ ‘connection by means of the Cn@dc
Eastern, and to a trafic arrangement
With the C. P. R. at Westfield or Wels=
tord, ‘it ‘may aeﬁnﬂﬂy bid farewell’ to
its hopa!or its Wlhs!egf the in-
creased traffic that must come from
the»Wui o - Atlantic, ﬁdewqh:dn ‘the

Thls provlnee does ot know what

vernment will ha in power at Ot-
f:wa or :t Fredericton a few years.
hence. What is necessary now is to
prevent ‘St. ‘John from' being - unfairly
handicapped in the matter of new rail-
road conneections, and. to’ pment the
provinee from being, committed to s rail-
road_building  scheme which wﬂl fur-
ther .cndanger the money the people.
have provided for the constmction of
the Valley Railway.

Any proposal more preposterous than
the one: that the province should build
the Vanceboro line; accept the MeGiv-
ney' connection with the Transconti-
nental, and consent to suxpeudmg Val-
ley ‘Railway construction at Gmﬁe\nﬂn
on the ope hand ‘and at Welsford or
Westfield on the other, it would be dif-
ficult to lmagine The present. local
government, a8 everybody knows, is at-
tempting to put forwurd some  sprt | og
a railway “policy in~preparation for an
election, - The local 'government . party
is_confronted” by ‘an “emergency” It
is thlnkmg more about & c‘mpm fund | w
than: it is abont future trafic ‘that|
jmight endgble the provinogk to pay in-|

hrpvol\meofﬁlﬂinedeby
Mt.Cmellmdqhmcdsideofeorroﬁb-

wonld ‘@ complete inquity revesl? ‘Al|

ucwhokuimmedwdymﬁh for|.
Militia. and Defence. The. Prime Min-|

! versity, and then entered the services of

! | himself up from. a minor position to .
| very nl\ponsible post. . Solm four yem

,| winter port of ‘Canada falr play in the
¢ ‘matter/ of national trmpqrntbn.

ly | yet definitely fathered the lebﬂnc o
m. | make the province pay for the Vance-

/'m0 mandate for. any such: “xpenditure,

at Westfield with the C. P. R. rathet |co

‘wtth the' investigation by parliamentary

law
tthe instructiong given to it by those who

Captain the \Hon A. '.'l‘ Sbmhwsy
bfths'toth&ttmonwhonvcnphis
life io;- his country . was a younger son’
of Baron Shaughnessy of the Canadian |
Pacificrailway, “Fred” Shaughnessy, as
he' wa§ known to his many friends n
Montreal, was born'in that city in 1887
"{He was ‘ediicated at Bishop’s  College |
School,* Lennoxville and et MeGill Uni-

his. father’s company, where he worked

Hq.vAiﬁed T Slnughneny

izo.he».'ohd the gioek brokerage firm
of C. Meredith & Company and was
with them when the call came for-men
to go overseas. Hh _military tralting
‘goes back several }ye&rs, as he joined the
V!elmip Rifles of Montreal in 1910. He
was an- ‘enthusiastic soldier being -ex-
tremely popular with both officers and
men owing to his enthusfasm, his sunny
disposition and his absence of all “side.”
Captain Shmchnucy married en Ameri-
'can g!ﬁ, who shrﬂvés hlm’ with two
small cbildm

- The7local government itselt has not

lime.: . The ipresent - Legislature : has

m mg?iqu ‘vere electad (?P the ex-
‘Blicit. k n! that they were to
ruct & pailway from Grand: Fails
to St.. John' by way of Rothesay.: The
‘money has been provided, If'they alter
tbstp!mtothecxtﬂtpropoted,and
throw in the Vanceboro enterprise for
good meagure, the people of the prov-
incewﬂlbeimltem&ytodeal with
them when

Their fate 'is o %vug;tyungx;‘g-
tan;, b’:‘he d t",tha,l: :he p;ovinee
ma, a a:nin

st diustrous to itl intere%

uture’ development.-

THE SHELL m-mzczs

“We must not here seek to hide behind
the shadow of the great war” said Hon.
Andrew Broder, Conservative, when he
protested and voted against Sir Robert
‘Borden’s decision for a limited inquiry
by a royal commission of Judges:

* Why did Mr, Broder, who is admitted-
ly an honegt and fearless repiesentutive,
vote against his party in this crisis?
Why: is-not a royal commission of judges
:ood enough for hind? There are two
reasons why it is'not.” One s that the
inqmry s to be limited, and the other is

that & royal commission  has not: thehof inquiry according to its own needs

seope, the freedom;, or the real power of
a parliamentary inquiry. The Toyal com-
mission ig limited by, dlrcet‘tonl from the

‘'ernment. . The  difference between  the
two forms of inquiry is 'brought out in
a striking way by an eminent legal an-
thority whose view is presented editori-
ally by the Toronto Globe. ' He -makes
the distinction so clear and so forcible
that nobody can well fail to apprecinte
it. Here it is:
“The reference of the mndnl to a
royal commission. of two jud;u to- !n-
quire and report wpon . the ‘facts will
possibly strike everybody ‘at first blush
:‘a‘ﬁi”é‘“"w"‘" ot the Sicauiy of
of
ut&m or who has not cm 148

committee' will ‘be ‘apt to -conclude off-
hand that nothingmm:xbg: ‘be better.  One
proposition in-

volves,~ hom; s “the qguestion- of the
g the power to

 deal with a subject aﬁaing “within Par-
liament during a session to mother tri-

“Dhe first eondition is the fact that
while a-Parliamentary .committee has free
scope-and can follow a chain. of evidence
or a-mew suggestion to.a logical end, a
royal com is restricted by £

appoint it.

“Here' is' another fact which arises in
connection- with.the law relating to evi-
denee before a royal commission. A Par-
liamentary committee has absolute au-
thority in the matter of the taking of
evidence. It can compel the witness to
testify. or can imprison him. if he refuses
to answer the qnsﬁqu nddreued to him;
There is no excuse for niag to tell
‘the whole truth before a . committee of
the House. The statute xmdc which «
royal « cqmmisni pnceed& lays down a
different While_ witnesses may
be com ed to attend, if the royal com.
mission, which has no executive o@uﬂj.

sity testifying.  The law. uys
paxtyotow]tneu shall be e
mswer a.ny question by bis answer to

bt 1f liabl
» mmmdtnis render, Mmse liable to
++Mz. Broder. recognized, u othgn nmst

térest on its milroad bonds or give the

. | the considerations set.forth here. “He is

power which appoints—that is, the gov-|

can find them, they cam escape the neces=}
‘No w

sion for: investigztion was restn!néd by

retaining the power to judge the extent
to which inquify shall .be made; he
selects some of the charges as worthy of
inguiry and wje&a otheu; he promises
that if further c!i are made, such as
he deems seﬁous,eg: sufficiently specific,
will be referred to the royal ogmn;hsppp,
He isto be- the Juiige: The government |
of the ‘day; whichois accuged along with
Sir Sam Hugbca_’ﬂms ‘purposes to retain
power to decid ,tbu extent to which the
administration’s ‘conduct, and the conduet
of its agents, shall be investigated. The/
Pacific scandal ‘c‘harges were referred to
a royal commission, but Hansard records
the. great - protest l
against that form of procedure. ; The
Gmy charges ix; Ontario were referre&
to a mﬂ,pommimon by. the old Ross
| government, and’ithe Conservetive news-
papers which ‘are” today fighting against
4 parliamentary inquiry. fiercely “de-
nounced the Ross government because it
'selected a royal ecommission instead of a
legislative investigation.

Parliament is’ the highest tribunal in
the land. It has more power than any
other.” It is more representative than any
other. "It ‘'would be more likely to bring
out ' the whole story, The government
prefers a roysl  commission, with the
limitations mentioned; but the country
will object mogt‘of all: to-the administra-
‘tion’s determination to narrow the seope

and fears.

THE RAILROADS,

Advantuge i9 taken ‘of the fact that
the National . Transcontinental Railway
is being operated temporarily by the
Dominion ' goverfiment . to say that the
‘Transcontinental “has ccased to exist as
a factor in Canadian rsilroading” A
change ih’ Hame: does_not alter the fact
L that the railwdy from Winnipeg to
Moncten, with its easy grades and solid
construction, must always be & tremen-
‘dous factor “in Canadiin  railroadifig
whcthe At i& opetnted by the govern-
ment..or, by thq “Grand Trunk Pacific.
-Failure thus fay by the government, or
by the Grand Trunk Pacific;' to carry
out the original bargain, fs no reason
why the line from Wi to Moncton | gne,
should not continue to-be of ‘tremendous
national importance. The €rafic is there.
To what winter port is it going? Is
Canada going to give the erd Trunk

seeured by the N. T. R. at Winnipeg ‘to
‘be carried to Halifax, though St. John
s nearer? If public money is available
to ‘equip ports in Hudson Bay and build
railroads to them, {8 not St John en-
titled, for national reasons, to proper
connection with the Second and third
transeontinental” railways? :
Some mﬂlhns ‘of dollars have dmdy
been invested /in -the . Valley.. ‘Railway,
An accounting for that money- must be
had. R fg;‘senma that almost or quite
enough gpey. to bulld the road has been
a}ready raised. Howner, mppocin"tm
a large sum ‘is ‘stll ‘really ‘mnecessary in
-order to. coniplete ity the public has a
ﬂght to demand that’the V Rail-

uﬂahgtprx,mn@m for St. John with
the Wﬁhcﬁﬂ s ¢ hmsnry be-

,'_ﬁotoaiylostlohn but tondtlmd)in—

‘fwho have pxoyided funds-to

"| breaches of ' faith in eonnection ' with

Y_imnblc advocates of plans for the ‘com-
| pletion of the Valley Réllway are at-

| vested
|{ing to ensure for the railwey such &

rmeuureo!tnﬂcuwouldmeuntbtt,
fortypercentofthegrou eag;lnss

. [Ao suceeed.” Definite statements from
~} Ottawa and from Fredericton as tothe|
Valley Railway cannot be delayed much |
longer, and when they are forthcoming|

of * Edward Blake |ftef

from: this $83,861 and the origin thereof,

"{ Premier should not do so?

Pacific traffic to Portland? Is the freight |-

West, grave injustice “will be. dané,

b

The politiclans rho have Jw ‘with

' and with:the
w are fadn; vefy deﬂa
nite difficulties today; but that is their
own fault, not the fault of the people’
‘bufld pail-
wuyl. " "This provlnce is ent!tle‘ td a2
frank disclosure from both mmq\nta
a3 to their vailway plans and’ u h their
reasons for adopting these to-
gether ‘with definite dates as to the time|
within which they propose to.carry such
into effect. "Thus far ‘the puil(d
?:?been beguiled with vague ‘promides
and proposals, except when it has been
brought face to face with repeated

rallroad construction and the completion
of ) té;m.inal facilities,
‘So. far as we understand it, the rea-

tempting to.save the money already 1o~
hth-m!wlundmneob

would care for the bond interest. - Be-
cause some Conservatives have heen bold
uvoucls and public-spirited mough to
oppose the lomha.dowed plans of the
lncal government and Mr. Gutelius, the
Standard imputes unworthy motives to
them" and aitempts to club them into
subniission. = We shall know presently
‘how far that line of endeavor is likely

they will be subjected to careful gerutiny
by & fully aroused province,

. THOSE POTATOES.

newspapers which are meking ‘excuses.
for him wonld do well to have.a fnﬂlur
conference. Mr. Murray, by mis
answers to questions in the Honae and
by vague entries in the public acconn!

this year and last, has neglected euuulv
to explain to the people of this province
what became of the. money which they:

The newspapers supporting Mr. Murray
ani his party have .nnwisely aftempted
to_demonstrate that Mr.. Murray has
been: ‘misreported : and misrepresented.
The Telegraph is" publishing to-day  in
its news columns a further statemient in
regerd Jfa: thes potatoes,and Hon.: Mr,
Murray’s replies to qxwtﬁou".rmrdin
them. These réplies* aré utterly “un-
worthy ‘of ;any public ¥ { “desiring to
m% the.. CM. ¢ e;?‘eotle ot

Auuming thtt Hon Mr Mumy's
actions and motives are’ above question,
ltvouldbe-:lmplemttmforl#mﬁo
explain to the people of New Branswick:
just' what is meant by the sppesrance
in the auditor’n /report this year of an
of $82,861—received. from uhl of
potatoes, eteetera” By whom was. this
‘money pald? If it came from several
persons, how xpneh did nci wntrlbute,
and why? b, 4%

It mybathmbtwmdmm-
beating by the governmient newspapers
will serve to turn puhlic attention away

But the public is awake now. It is
finding out.  There have. been so many
efférts to conceal the nature of some of
the tranawﬁou and oceurrence§ in con-

{John &

provided for the purchase of. potatoes |
for the patriotic gift and - Beldla-l'did.

A dm&’o %%ﬁp«l toévé' st

the

Tunseonﬂnentd for ﬁut pmpone It

r of national transportation jus-

) :l'ﬂm'e ﬁ a train ferry in

the Quebec |

d.” How is St.

John to get that trafic? Is our advantage

in distance to be destroyed by proposing |

to ybstitud: ‘the Canada, Eastern for a

proper connection? Is the province to he

m&ed with vague talk about Centre-

‘ville and Westfield while its credit 'is

n_!ortgaged further for a line to Vance-
boro?

" When and how is St.'John to get the
railroad connections and the terminal
facilities it should have had completed
by the autumn of 1915 at latest?

A PECULJAR DEFENCE,
'The people of this country are asking
for further details concerning the rela-
‘tions .of the Minister of Militia and
Defence, and the Borden government
generally, with Honorary Colonel J.
Wesley . Allison and his partners by
which the latter are believed to have

lars; of Canadian money. There sare
other grave matters of similar, import
which it is hoped will fall within the
ncope of the new royal commission, and
‘which ceftn‘in!y will fall within it unless;
Sir. Robert Borden h lulded by evil
counsel.

It is curlous that under such cirenm<
stances government organs like the
Standard appear to believe that the pub-
lic mind ean be diverted from the Ottawa
scandals by personal abuse of men like
Hon, Mz, Pugsley, Mr. F. B, Carvell, M.
P, Mr. Kyte, and others who have been
exceedingly useful- and energetic, and
who have served the public courageously
and well, in forcing an i,meatiga.tlon'o{
the charges mow under review. It is

Mr Acting Premier Muruy cnd the | activity

of the coﬁeruﬁve party, particularly

h‘a{nlinﬂlh

The public easily recognizes the
motive behind all this abuse in the gov-
‘ernment’ press, but its attention is not
to be diverted from the state of affairs

have b'lought thl charges. 'These frantie
utides in the government press only
tend to nuke the public more insistent
in its’ dﬂlnnd ‘for a complete disclosure
of theanil&ble evidence in‘both capitals.

What did Colonel J. Wesley Allison
.nemmm partner do to earn
B [ the mhoniey that was showered wipon them
by, the Barden government?. That is the
first question to be explained under oath.
And there sre many: others. The: coun-
by i8° going"fo insist upon “hearing the
whole story.” Sir Robert Borden, cannot
hhide it. His nmewspapers, by their tactics,
are merely proclaiming the magnitude
of their party’s trouble. y

STILL GETTING READY.

A disquieting’ report is made by the
Toronto Globe in its comment' upon
évents on the western front. The Globe
épeaks of an admission by the British
Munitions Board that labor troubles on’
the Clyde are:interfering with the tnm-
lngoutolheavyxnnathatm‘uiﬂy
needed in -Flanders, and it goes on to
direct attention to a statement by Tal-
cott Williams in the American Review
of Reviews for April. He says:

“Every Allied attack has failed, and
has “failed from plain lsx. - No new

nectyn with the putchue of the patriotic
potatoes that the country will naturally
regard ‘the mysterious reappearance of
this $32,000 with justifiable suspicion un- |
less Mr. Murray rises to the occgsion and
‘presents satisfactory details.

Is there any reason ‘why the Acting
Will not
failure to do so lurdy be interpreted as
meaning , that thc gove;nment has its
own peculisr m for continued con-
cealment? ;

THE

THE PROVINCE.

From Hansard, March 81, 1916:

On the Orders of the Day:

Mr. Pugsley—I would like to ask my
right hon. friend the Prime Minister a
question in regard to the operation of the

anscontinental railway by the govern-
ment. There is a good deal of discussion
taking place in-New Brunswick regard-
ing the operation of the road, and I
would like to ask my hon; friend if the
arrangement for the . of the
Transcontinental raﬂwq by the govérn-
ment is’ a temponry one or a ‘permanent

Sir Robert Borden——-The operation of
vlnt part of its
Mr. Pugsley—The operation of: the

entzsted agreemen
to take over the road and to relieve the
‘Grand Trunk Pacific from its operation.
No such agreement has been made, and
‘we could not make one without the au-~
thority of Parliament,

5 5 -
———

which the Transcontinental was built
has not been -.bmgated The opresent |}
government, or its buccessor, could read-

%ycometotermnwithtbc(}m&’l‘mnk
acifie. . If the G. T. P, does not operate

the Winnipeg-Moncton line the govern-
ment could make a tiafic arrangement
to handle all G. T. P. “traffic from/ Win-
nipeg east, and that arrangement could|
be madc most beneficial to shippers be-.
cause “the Transcontinental is the finest
uﬂrond of ‘any length' in Canada..

The increased traffic from the West
must. find a winter outlet inthe ‘Mari-

mognm, that Sir Robert Borden's pas-' port,

time - Provinces i mm&prlneiplu rule,

" -

- {all fronts.

ing arms for the Allies.

aggressive is near until the supplies or
'munitions, guns; and small' arms really

begin to flow over the Atlantic, Rifles,
the crying need of the British army, have
{yet scarcely gone atall, Whgn our iron,
steel, copper, and brass’ manufacturers
have been put to the test in the past
year, their capacity for aceurate work has
proved
gauges to & thousandth of an inch need-
ed by modern military weapons of pre-
cision. The fuses do not work to minyte]
fractions of a second, as they must when
the failure to explode on a given tenth:
of a second will carry them past the ad-
vancing line, o burst harmless in its
rear. , Cartridges and breechblocks do not
gauge as they should, as one great cor-
poration has found. In from.three to
six months the Allies will be armed on
To-day their full foree is not
on the firing-line. It cannot come in full’
measure to the succor of France ﬂnder
months.”

The Globe’s war editor is so lmpmsed
with Dr. Wmfams’ observations that he
uyi “looks as if most of the second
yearofthewuwﬂlbetakenupin
getting ready—organizing for victory,

Dr. Wﬂliamlh.wrltcrofwdght.but
it is probable that he ov: mates the
part the United States is p g hu&mk-
Their own re-
sources in this line are now enormous,
and still growing. Besides, Dr. Wilﬂnms
was writing in Mareh, and: evenat hhis.

estimate it may be taken that the lack

of rifies, shells and heavy guns will be
made up by mld-summer or a llttle later.
This, if it represents the real state of
aﬂ'mrs, will be a disappointment to those
who have been predicting an eaﬂy finish
of the war; but it is ta be. remembered
that most military writers. of stmdmg

mination of hostilities. Most of them
e been saying that the war: ’ﬁnud
mmarﬂrhstsloncﬁme,bmnd

In other words the agreement under [have avoided prophesying any early ter-

mhmﬁltmmbeoutﬁfthe

qngtﬁon until the Allies have scored such
definite ‘military successes a8 - will: con-
vh@'*tot only the Gm mﬂitary
leaders but ‘the people of Gérmany and
Austria that their - ~canse i3 absolutely
hopeless, - And while the world hears
much ' of the difficulties which the Allies
meet with in providing arms ‘and am-
munition for their vast armies there is
little informauon to be had coneeming
the cnemy’s difficulties which, after near-

1@,}% m iof ‘wanr,

s thut, though no even approximate da

divided up something like a million dol- |’

Inadequate to - meet the exact|

———
—_—

must be tremondouq

ﬁii#fe of ‘thejr initiatl Preparations, v,
/know that they expected a shopt war,
and that their resources of a1 kinds mygt
to-‘ay be strained to the utmost,
Delay, on one account or another, i,
launching a combined Allied offens;y,
is, of course, immensely costly in every
way. But delays and difficulties, mam
of them qnexpected are only natura) j,
8 conflict of this magnitude, and the i,
vport;nt thidg 1s that the combineg re-
sources and striking power of the All 1e;
are steadily increasing as compared with,
those of the enemy. Delay is p,
deadly to.the Germans than to-the All
(The world would receive with mu“
relief the news that the end of the war
Was in sight, but a much more vita] thi

re

\IIL

can yet be set for the end of the stmw,
ultimate and ‘complete victory for i

Ames can be counted upon. In the inter

val ‘disappointments and reverses n, us
be expected. They will not weaken le
determination of the Allies, or change
ithe course of the war.

NO’I'E AND COMMENT.

Perhgps J.- Wesley - Allison is standing
his - rights and -will only - come t,

;Otta.wn if a special train is sent for

him—Ottawa Citizen.

-Sir Sam ‘supplied him with all the
speual traing he asked for in the good
old days; there should be no trouble
about just one more.

* % 2

The resignation of Mr. Irving R. Tod,
#8 president of the St. John & Quebec
Railway Company, has never been ex-
plained by the local government. A
frank-statement of this matter ought to
be of benefit just now, when the future
of the enterprise is under debate. It wus
Mr. Todd who signed the eall for tend-
ers for construction, by the eastern route,
1ast December, although it has since
been made clear that the government at
that time had no intention in the world
of building by the eastern route. Per-

.| haps Mr. .Todd found that he had been

fooled and had no desire to assist in the
further deception of the publie.
& %

The case of Mr. A. J. H. Stewart, M.
P. P, i8 once more in the public eye,
hecause. of certain boding words of the
Standard, which says darkly that within
a few days “the province will have ample
evidence that Premier Clarke has had
Mr, Stewart’s case in mind” Premijer
Clarke is probably going to invite the
Legislature 1o Pass, a reselution endors-
Ing My, Stewart, as was done in the case
of & certain Mr. Flemming. Certainly
Mr. Stewart has a right to expect that
his offences will be dealt with at least
as leniently as were those of the -
Premier. No doubt Premier Clarke, es-
teeming Justice and consistency gems of
great price, will make & profound study
of the administration’s action in the case
of “Mr. Flemming ' before feeding Mr
Stewart %0 the sharks. There was also
%;; case, of Mr. Sheridan, M. P. P, wi

bm indhn commissioner, 1t
Hoh. Mr:: Clarke desires to run true to
form he should be able to find con-
fortable federal positions for both Mr
Stewart and Mr. Robicheud. In view of
the Standard’s sinister foreshadowing
Mr, Stewart’s suspense must be awful.

x ¥ ¥

It is now explained on behalf of the
Jocal government that the new Valle
Rallway plans hecame necessary be-
canse .the :Grand Trunk Pacific is not
‘going to operate the National gJ'rans-
“continental. < This is odd. Only a few
days ago it was officially explained that
the reason for the new route was that
a bridge across the St. John River at
or near The Mistake was impracticable
There will be other explanations later
Gradually we may learn why the pub-
lic was humbugged so long with assur-
ances about the eastern route, even for
manths after it was known to a few that
the western plan had been decided up-
on, These “explanations” are election
talk. ‘There is no likelthood of early
qomtrucﬁo’ n by any route.

: * % %

The ﬂtlmhrd no'w features a Valley
Reilwdy. meeﬂng at which the Welsford
route; was advocated. Perhaps one of
the advantages of abandoning the plans
sanctioned by the Legislature is that
many communities can now be promised
that thcy will hcve the railroad at their
doors. A weak spot in' such promises
is that most of the pledges given during
the last six years in connection with the
¥alley Railway are known to have been
violated.

The Tocsin,

Beat, drums, and send your throbbing
sounds )
Through all the land; ’till surging bounds
The blood that sires bequeathed to sons:
The mingled stream that pulsing runs
In veins from lands of Fleur-de-Lis,
Rose, Shamrock, Thistle (potent three),
Bound fast in mighty unity;
Beat, drums, beat!

Sing, bugles, over vale and hill, ‘
*Till through the land your echoes thrill
And rouse in sons those slumbering fires
Which erstwhile blazed in patriot sires;
That giant 'sons, their Mother’'s boast,
Shall throw their strength ’gainst ty-
rant’s host
And drive the hordes from rreedou
coast;
Sing, bugles, sing!

Beat, drums! blow, bugles! sound the
. call
*Till flocking come from cot and h
From factory, farm and hnuv 5 g
'The Lion’s brood that, unafr:
Will 'sfand to block the tymm ath,
Will face, unflinching, tyrant’s w. it
And heal  his blight with Ereednn s
breath; )
" Beat, drums! and, bugles, sing!
o =M. L. MANKS
Boston, April 4, 1916.

Broke Something.

Mrs Nelghliors-—“What was that ¢
ful racket 1 heard in your flat
morning?”

Mrs, Nextdoor—%Oh, that was
husband. He fell over a rocking ¢
and- broke one of the eommandmen
~Indianapolis Star,

PATHI

Fredericton, N. B, Ap

Premier Murray,

riculture; explain the res

re-appearance, or wi
o ],I:;f the money

for patriotie
fzgm?of the total has
terfously been returned
and appears in the aud
this year under the hea
from sales of potatoes, ;
From the sales of w
this' money ‘come? By

p"fl‘dbe Jegislature and
had no adequate explanal
ter, but the country at Ik
satisfied until it has g0
of this guestion and fo
Hon. Mr. Murray, or
from what sources this
why it is refunded with
its origin.
The barefaced attc‘mtp
other governmen
;nrgmt Hon. Mr. Mu
witure, from the
equivocating answers to
i concerning t
of the patriotic
tatoes purchased so ls
Frank Smith, has caus
comment here, lollowi
which started last Thul
agricultural estimates p)
word of explanation or ¢
he minister or B. Fran
xng the allegations of ex
and reckless over-purch
which have been publ
since lagt session.

Diffieult to Get Inform

At that time both me
position, Messrs. Dugal
tried in every way by
some information that
all eoncerning the patri|
chase. Minister Murray|
ive and unsatisfactory
mand for information {
were pressed home witd
some surprising replies.

that have been
misleading—to use no st
the correspondence tha
suceeeded in having bry
session,

Today The Telegrap
examined the “Questig
hands of the clerk of
found the questions re
tatoes and the dates
asked, It was on Ap
Hon. Mr. Murray, stan
gave the anawer to the
tions whichhare oﬂi

27 of the synopti
E?‘e the house.

Question 1—Was th
it given by direction of]
in’ eonmection with the
tatoes for the patriotig
gifts or for both?

Answer—No.

Question 2—If so, to
given  and how . w
Answer—Answered by
tion No, 1. :

Quatiou 8~To w
funds advanced upon th
by what bank, and w
Answered by answer tg

And yet at that ve

a ‘copy of a letter in
Deputy Minister, Mr. D
to. the -manager of the
Scotia,  stating that
would accept B. Frank
thirty-five cars of potat

This lJetter, which w
tables of the house last
followss

The Manager, the Bank
East Florenceville.
Dear Sir,—The depa

culture will accept d

F. Smith, of Florencevi

partment for thirty-fiv

when drafts are accomy
and bill of lading cov
ual ear.

) J. B. D
Seenhry(s‘gr Agricultuy
New Brunswick.
The opposition had }
thority cnd knew thal

unfrue; so on April 14,
mpested in a slightly ¢
Hon. Mr. Murray u

make drafts.

Here are the questiol
answered on April 14 a
Synoptic report on pag
pendix (evidently the 9
not insert them in thej

one answered Apiy
on page 27):

Hon.* Mr. Murray i

er said:
Question 1—Was t
credit or authority to A
any ‘person in con
of potatoes fq
gifts?

wer—There wag
or a.uthority to make d|
Person in connection ¥
of potatoes for the pa

Bifts. Any financial
made by the secretary]
Wwith the Bank of Noy

Question 2—If so te
eredit or aithority giv
and for what amount
through what bank?

Answer—Answered
Question No. 1.

When Hon. Mr. Mu:
®'ver in the house he ki
Smith) had a letter
minister, J. B. Dagge

wing is the first p
Fredericton, Sept,
sour convcrsahon
of yesterday, I have
%o the Bank of Nova
&ccept drafts made uf
thirty-five (85) cars o
t0 accompany

That letter seems §
Contradicts the ministe)
Solutely: and it is no
the house.

But Messrs. Dugal
that the second answ
they returned again
@nother question on A
Hs'lln‘ hig time they aske:

“What was the natul




