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BAINT JOHN, SATURDAY MORNING, JAN. 28 1811
THE PRIMARY IN CIVIC ELECTIONS,
Hefore resuming discussion of certain features which
seem objectionable in the Des Moines plan of govern:
8 ment by commission, which it is proposed to introduce
in St. John, The Standard wishes to make At clear that

it has no thought of attacking the Advertising Committee

of the Board f g or the Board itself, for the
stand they have «d\ n in favor of the change. The
object they have in view, the betterment of civic gov-
ernment, is fully recognized. The Standard is not pass-
ing judgment on the commission plan as a whole, and
in taking the negative side and submitting points which
appes to the subject, the intention has been

and is ve the people of St. John an opportunity

10 consider sides of the civic problem That the
Telegraph ¢ he Times should regard the objections
which The Standard has raised as neither “legitimate” nor
“bonest” and “the work of an enemy” is not material
preser junctore, as nefther journal, so far, has
Lie ha ws o an intelligent grasp of any side of
he qi
Ihe provision for primary elections is a distingulsh-
in wportant feature of the Des Moines commission
plar ud, o« toprevions artiel the subject will be
considered 1t I negative side of the gument as
affecting = foh In the United States, when a
single party ¢ it overwhelming majority, nomin-
ation h art tantamount to election. To
insure popul o ol "of the choice of officers, the
device ol 1 wimary election is resorted to Each
voter in the party may at the primary election register
his preference E to candidates, and the persons re-
ceiving the highest number of votes are declared the

candidates of the party, The device is essentially the
main-spring which also controls party machinery in
Canada, and that wheels within wheels con-
nected with it, which do not always run smoothly, has
demonstrated quite recently in this city. The
point to consider is, what will result from the introduc-
into civie politics in St. John, Will
leld and no favor, and let the best man
win, or lead to combinations, factions, deals and
even graft from which, under present system, we
are almost, if not entirely,
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Des Moines, let us review

prevailed at the time of
commission plan in March, 1908, and
second election in March 1910,
Des Moines charter, previous
ided into two camps, those who
I cter as placing the con-
bal affairs in the hands of the community
and others who contended that there must be
action to the best citizens, that a
selected on whom the bet-
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for his opponent for the mayoralty, Mr. James R. Hanna,
a professor at Highland Park College, M’Maw
civics and economics. He had besn & member of “the
um"mthopmlmemmw&mﬂm
tional character, but “the judge” beat him out by 1,700
votes at the primary. All the other members of the
first commission qualified for the final ballot.

But there was a new and surprising development
when the names of all the ten successful candidates
at the primary came to be considered together, Five
of the ten nominees, it was discovered, Messrs. Mathis,
Ash, Brereton, Needha:: and Roe, stood for “a wide
open town.” They were ': to quote Mr. Ham-
ilton, “that had been unobtrusively endorsed by the ‘con-
solidation club,’ an organization extemporized by ‘the
liberal element’ in which saloonkeepers, gamblers and
advocates of licensing the soclal evil had been active
and prominent
one good purpose, it exposed the game that was being
played, and only Ash and Roe of the "wide open town”

slate,”

gang sccured seats on the comniission Judge Mathis
put up a strenuous fight, but lost by 16 votes,
The point to be considered from this brief review

of the working of the primary system on the commission
plan in Des Moines is the opportunity it affords for com-
binations, slates and other organizations to work secret-
Iy to the detriment of the community. A commissioner,
once in office, is going to remain in office if he can.
It is his living, for he has no other employment,
and he needs the money. Will hig salary support him
and pay the election expenses of the organization he is
bound to maintain? Are we expected to believe that
graft and its attendant evils did not influence the
election of the mayor “who maintained a virtual license
systom for prostitution,” the commissioner, still in office
in Des Moines, who was such an “astute politician,” and
the two members who stand for “a wide open town?"

St. John, in spite of all the sins which are laid at
door of the present system of civie government, is
happily on a higher social plane than Des Moines; per-
haps even the enthusiastic band of civic reformers will
admit that, It will be well to consider whether some
less drastic method than a complete vevolution of our
constitutional system cannot be devised before we stoop
to apply the remedy which it is evident iz not proving
antirely suceessful in the city \\hcu_lha experiment is
being made.

It may be urged that in St. John the primary would
be no draw back to the adoption of the commission plan,
that it has demonstrated its usefulness in Des Moines
and would be equally effective here, That it has only
partially succeeded in Des Moines is evident from the com-
position of the present council. In St. John conditions
we admit, are different. We are not talking politics in
this article, but if inquiry should be made in the proper
quarter, we believe information is obtainable that primar
ies can be silently, but effectively, controlled even in
St. John, with the most surprising results.

the

CARPING CRITICS,

If any individual took the editorial utterances of
the Telegraph and Times seriously, he would be disposed
to take the view that the Hazen Government is com.
posed of very perverse men indeed. They do nothing
right, whether it be the repairing of roads, the mending
of bridges, or the protection of the forests. Whatever
they do is wrong in the estimation of those astute gen-
tlemen, who control the destinies of the Canterbury
street journals, apparently because the thing is done
by the Hazen Government.

It would be impossible for any intelligent body of
men, and even the Telegraph and Times admit that
not only the Premier himself and the members of his
Government are not lacking in intelligence, could be
wrong as:often as the Telegraph says they are wrong.

ter element would unite at the primary, and carry on(Even a blunderer must of necessity do a thing rightly
@4 campaign on their behalf until the final election.|[on occasions, It is contrary to all precedents that a
Into this controversy entered a personal ¢lement. A |man or a party must be always wrong, just as it is im-
third party supported Mr. John MacVicar, former Mayor |possible that even such wise men as those who dole
of the cit and “one of the most adroit politicians in|out the humor, the pathos and the twaddle that daily
the stat » as well at this point to mention |[does duty on the editorial pages of the Telegraph and
that the fore ts and the above quotation are|Times should be always right.
iken from Mr. Hamilton’s “Dethronement of the City| Nothing could be more absurd than the attacks
Boss he guide, philosopher and friend of the advo- im:nlr' upon the Hazen administration by these two Oppo-
cates of commission for St, John, and a most interesting [sition journals. It is a daily display of ignorance that
d tive work, to which the Times called uur‘munr startle such men as the Leader of the Opposition
wittention. {and bring a mantle of shame to tha brow of that master
ow here we have i situation develop- |of rhetorie, Mr. Copp, of Westmorland. Both these gen-
ed, absolutel foreign to our ideas of civic elections [tlemen know much about the affairs of the provinee,
in S oht A ctional or party spirit w oused, and |both financial and legislative, and if they make a state-
i mall wone that the press of Des Moines gmu].lim--m that will not bear very close investigation, they
. poir 1 political machinations.” I»‘m'zhi-rfdu s#0 with the iutent to better a very bad case,
complicat S e Mr. MacVicar became an inde- | Any attempt to defend many of the transactions of
pendent lidate The party which favored organiza jlil' old Government requires not only an athletic mind,
on carried out ifs plan and placed five men, known as |but an elastic conscience-—more elastic certainly than
Lie Lo n the field An influential local pup..r}mu! of Mr. Robinson who has permitted a great many
with & roung hold on the working men abandoned the |cha s made by Mr., Hazen to pass unanswered, There
nppor of the cha r. and urged the election \‘[:V\ns good reason for this, There was no answer be-
Mr, MacVicar aud two other independent candidates, Mr.|cause the acts were wrong and utterly indefensible
Charle W. Schramn, a city assessor, and Mr. John A‘, iven the Telegraph does not attempt to defend the
Haluery reftorm member of the old council, . A fourth lold Government, and when the acts of some of those
newspaper irged the election of candidates put forward [upon whom its own life blood depends are exposed,
by the * hall gang {howls in desperation that it is Mr, Hazen who is on
This was a faivly healthy mixtute of rival fac-|trial, not the old Government.
ttons, combinations slates” and other interests mr“ This answer was all very well two years ago, last
the' ecitlzens to decide between at the primary, and|vear, but this year the Hazen Government, having been
we can well believe from what the author of “The De ’m power for two full years, there is now an opportunity

thronement of the City Boss” tells us that strenuous
efforts were put forward to capture tle vote, “The {
vartizans of the ‘slate’,” says Mr. Hamilton, “succeeded

primary in getting
Agninst
Mayor, and for
MacVicar,
a coal miner,

at the
the final ballot
A. J. Mathis for
sloners) Messrs,
Wesley Ash,
tractor,
was a member of the
Now mark the

ur of their five candidates on
candidates were
Councilmen

these
(commis-
Hawmery and Schramn, with
and W. H. Brereton, a con-
prominent in city politics,
old council
result of this  primary
tem in Des Moines, and we guote Mr
words:~—"“Judge Mathis who had,
court, been a prominent factor in maintaining a virtual
license system for prostitution, levying periodical fines
on fallen women,” WAS ELECTED MAYOR, every can-
didate on “the slate” which consisted of “five excep
tional men,” to-again guote Mr. Hamilton, WAS DE.
FEATED; MacVicar, “one of the most adroit politicians
in the city and state,” 88CURED ELECTION as one of
the conmissioners, with Schramn, Hamery and Ash, as
his colleagnes. Ash rvepresenied “the liberal element,”
Mr. Hamilton tels us, “who DESIRED WHAT IS KNOWN
AS'A WIDE OPEN TOWN'AS TO GAMBLING, SALOON
RESTRICTIONS, AND THE SOCIAL EVIL.”.. Schramn
and Hamery, the remaining two commissioners, appear
1o have been fairly decent members of society,

Taking the personnel of at Jeast the majority of the
commission, the mayor who levied “periodical fines on
fallen women,” the commissioner “who was one of the
most adroit politicians in the city,” and the other high
minded gentleman, who desired “a wide open town,” we
venture to think that the primary election system which
placed them in office. and we know how primaries can
be “worked” even here in St John, has nothing to
commend it over our present time honored custom of

' the single ballot. ”
' But this was the first election under the new plan
in Des Moines. The election of 1910, we are told by
Mr. Hamiiton, “took on a radically different aspect from
that of 1908, although it was characterized, as was the
latter, by the formation of numerous local clubs, im-
provement leagues and orgapigations,” It is re-

who had been and
election sys-
Hamilton's own
as head of the police

that Mr. Hamilton does not particularize as
those “other organizations.”

Judge Mathis had

pitted |

to compare the kind of government they have given the

province with what they had before, and the com-
|parison is altogether in favor of Mr. Hazen.
| The Telegraph charges the Government with ex-

travagance because more money
|public service than by
|

has been spent on the
the old Government. It is true
{that Mr. Hazen has spent more because he had more
to spend. Part of this increase came from the larger
Dominion subsidy, but the greatest part from the better
administration of the Crown Lands, and the collection
of the stumpage on the lumber cut. 1t was claimed
that this increase was due to an increased cut of lumber,
but the lumber reports for a. series of years show that
the Telegraph and Times were wrong in this state-
ment as in many others. There has been no increase
in lumber shipments for several years. There is a
variation of one year with another, but the lumber ship-
ments from New Brunswick have. not shown any con
siderable change for years past, The real truth of
the matter is, as has been stated time and again by Mr.
Grimmer, that the present system gives an honest ad-
ministration of the Crown Lands and the people of the
province are being paid for their lumber.

The Telegraph has no word of commendation for Mr.
Hazen and his Government for what has been done to
increase the revenue of the province, They condemn the
Government because the main roads of the province have
not been paved. They compare the roads of ' some
states in which millions have been spent to secure per-
manent highways with those of New Brunswick,

The outgoing Government of Mr. Robinson left the
Hazen administration a legacy of bad roads and rotten
bridges, which have cost much to repair. The Tele-
graph has nothing to say about this. Practically every

or lesser extent by the Hazen Government, and this has
been done without adding a single cent to the bonded
indebtednegs of the province. Half a million almost
has been expended in this work and yet the Telegraph | P!
can do nothing but criticize.

What the editors of both the Telegraph and Times
require is to take an elementary course in the political
history of New Brunswick for a few years back. At
present they display an ignorance of provincial affairs
that relieves their mistatem@nts of any sting,

The primary in this Instance served 5

bridge in the province has been repaired to a greater (it

St. John, N. B, Jan. 27.—After a
prolonged discussion at the me
of the directors, the Bank of Englan
reduced the rate from 4 1-2 per cent.
to 4 per cent. Money seems to he
easier, discount rates in forelgn cen-
tres are also lower than in London
and there seems to be an absence eof
foreign gold demand, The New York
call loan rate is easier, ranging from
234 to 214 per cent. On the other
hand the Montreal rate holds firm at
2 per cemt. The bond issue of
$60,000,000, 412 per cent. New York
city debentures were sold at 100.804.
This Issue wae oversubscribed moré
than five times. On this showing it
would seem there 8 enough surplus
money in American investment  cir-
cles for all presumably sound enter-
prizes and it would seem to prepare
more effectually for successful bond
issues by the various railways. There
is a rumor to the effect that Morgan,
who left this side this week, has sold
$26,000,000 Southern Pacific 41-2 per
cent. bonds in Paris with the optlon
of 25,000,000 additional. It has been
known some time that the Harriman
roads were contemplating new financ-
ing to be accomplished during the ear-
ly part of the present year. The New
York market has been dull and firm
during the week. On Monday the
bears tried to lower prices by raiding
United States Steel on the news that
the House Rules Commission at Wash-
ington had givem a hearing to Con-
gressman Stanley, of Kentucky, in ad-
vocacy of his resolution proposing a
congressional investigation of the U,
8. Steel Corporation. 'The proposed
resolution was very sweeping in its
scope and if adopted would authorize
drag-uet Investigation of all affiliations
of the Steel Corporation. The Com-
mission took the question of appolnt.
ing investigation commitiee asked for
under advisement, Contrary to ex-
pectations, the Norfolk & \Vestern de.
clared the regular dividend of 114
per cent. quarterly, It was freely ru-
mored that this stock would go on a
6 per cent, basis. Atchison has been
firm with about two points advance
on the highly favorable report for De-
cember, which showed an increase of
$950,000 net income. (opper stocks
are still weak, the demand for the
metal seems to be falling off and busi-
ness is being done at declining prices.
The general market scems to be
awaiting further developments, stocks
offered are readily absorbed and there
no doubt are big short interests in
such stocks as Unlon Pacific and Cop-
per, and until these interests are
eliminated it looks as if the market
will go higher. Business conditions
continue to show slight improvements
and the reports coming in of railroad
earnings is much better than for the
last month or two.

The Cotton Market.

The cotton market this last week
had been firm, but inactive, prices
ranging for latter months from 15.056
to 14.85. The general interest seems
marking time. Liverpool is still a
heavy buyer at any recession of prices
and at the same time there is appar-
ently accumulated short interests in
New York. If Liverpool continues to
absorb Cotton at these prices there
is a chance of New York overselling,
when, if such is the case, there will
no doubt be higher prices for Cotton.

The Montreal Market.

The Montreal market has held the
gains of last week and in some in.
stances prices worked higher. Canadi-
an Converters an ordinarily inactive
stock, gained 4 to 5 points. Rio was
again strong on buyving from Toronto
and reached 109%. Plenty of this
stock came on the market and it ap-
pears to have been readily absorbed
around 107%. The buying of R. and
0. still continues making for higher
levels in price for this stock. Cement
Preferred has had more than its share
of trading this week, the stock being
taken off Iho market by investors, one
block of 3200 shares being purchased
by ’Hmmtun Davidson and Co. This
is the largest individual transaction
on the market for some time. Cement
Common appears (o have weakehed on
advices that the earnings of the com.
pany did not come up to expectations.
It is estimated that only 2 per cent
instead of 3 per cent. “III be earny
ed on the common stock. C. . R. is
firm owing to the idea that reciprocity
between Canada and the United States
will open up a brighter prospect for
the road. B. J. Benunett, general man-
ager of the Amalgamated Asbestos
Company,has retired and the directors
have appointed D. & Sharp, of the
Pittsburg Coal Company, who enjoys
a wide reputation as a mine manager
and practical man, The Amalgamated
Asbestos Compauy has made entrench-
ment in the last fow months and alto-
gether has saved about $40,000 in ad
ministration expenses, The directors
have had frequent meetings lately and
it is understood that reorganization
now under way will result in a saving
that will largely exceed the amount
mentioned. La Rose this week has tak-
en a further rise and is now selling
from 4% to 47c. No doubt the good
news on the earnings of this com-
pany is having its effeet, and if the
dividend is increased the stock should
sell higher. Crown Reserve has also
taken a move up, the apparent cause
being that the stock is oversold. The
directors declared the regular monthly
dividend of 5 per cent. which would
net about 22 per cent. upon the pre-

sent selling price of this stock,
J. C. MACKINTOSH and CO.

N PREFEAENGE FO
THOSE MAINE SPUDS

Objection Taken to Plea That
Tariff Rebate Should be
Made on Maine Potatoes
Through St. John.

Accordlng to the r Daily Nows
is reported from uhllﬂon that

the state department is not disposed
to accede to the o¢ the Maine
representatives in made two
weeks ago, that the .61 should | Ca

for all kinds of

RAW FURS and SKINS

Send your collections to
REVILLON FRERES

seTABLISHED Tras

The Leader in the world's

Fur Trade.
134 ot 136 McOil Streat, Montrenl,
Ou PRICE LIST FREE

for the asking

WR PAY RXPRESS CHARGES

We wish to thank
the public heartily
for the most pros-

rous year in our

istory.

We will begin our
44th year, Tuesday,
January 3rd.

ROBT. MAXWELL

Mason and Fuilder, Valuator
Appraiser.
Brick, Lime, Stone,
Tile, and Plaster
Worker.

General Jobbing Promptly and Neatly
done.

Office 16 Sydney Street
Res. 385 Union 8t Tel. 823.

The Sun Life

Assurance Co. of Canada

Will support you In old age or look
after your family If you are pre-
maturely taken away. It will
cost you comparatively
little each year.

ASK OUR AGENTS FOR PRICES,

Assets nearly $35,000,000.
G. C. JORDAN, Manager for N. B.

Scotch Anthracite

always on .hand, all sizes. Scotch
Splint, Broad Cove, Joggins, Mackay
Sydney Soft Coals, all good coals.

JAMES S. McGIVERN, Agt.,
Tel. 42. 5 Mill and 331 Charlolte Sts.

. b Jowolry, HG.
41 King Street.

‘Extraordinary Phonograph Bargains

To enable us to take better care of our rapidly growing cnglno and '
supplies trade, we are closing out our entire line of h g

and as we need the room at once, are offering barga nl ncv hofon
heard of in this class of goods.

MARITIME PHONOGRAPH CO.

GEORGE J. BARRETT, Prop.

Greater Speed Greater Accuracy

UNDERWOOD

STANDARD  TYPEWRITER
s, T e

THE MACHINE YOU WILL EVENTUALLY BUY.
The Mew Brumswick.

United Typewriter Co., Limited,
ST. JOHN, N. B.

Commercial and Pocket

Diaries For 1911

Gem Calendar Pads

e

BARNES & CO., LTD.

84 Prince Willilam Street.

Clearance Sale of Overshoes
and Felt Goods

We are clearing out all our overshoes, felt boots, shoes and
slippers at cost, as we don’t want to carry them over,

SINCLAIR’'S, 65 Brussels St.

French Peas -

Geuuine French Peas, Two Tins For 25 cents.

ANOTHER .

ByLydiaE. Pinkham’s
Vegetable Compound

Gardiner, Maine.—*“I have been a
great sufferer from organic troubles
andasevere female
weakness. The
doctor said I would
have to go to the
hospital for an
operation, but 1
could not bear to
think of it I de-
cided to try Lydia
E. Pinkham’s Veg-
etable Compound
andSanative Wash
~—and was entirely
thm

cured
months’ use of them.”-:Mrs, 8.
Wu.u.umhlt F. D. No. 14, Box n.

No woman should submit to l

cal operation, which may mean dea!
unul she has given L E. Pinkham's
table Compoun md: “.:clull.vo-

preferential oluue of the reciprocity
treaty, bu:g:t is said that some of the

1l of Cuban
cutmﬂnthoﬂth-w-nows rebate
of 1§ (.per cent. on Maine
imported into Cuba via 8t. John, N. B,
It was argued by the Maine dolen-
tion that these shipped in

bulk from Maine to St. J udthm
packed in barrels for

for shipment to
mmuwomhudm

potatoes ﬂ.ﬂ‘n“.&“r?.’.""‘?‘

unhucn mn!ro that oﬂ:hnl mk

in order to insure
ﬂlo benefit of tial discounts
in duty, that 8t. John is not in tho
United States, and that, therefore, the

vrdmuunnotbemnudllthh

"Phane 543. F. E. WILLIAMS CO., LTD.

SAVE $1.00 PER TON

COAL--$4.75 Per Ton--1400 Load $3.50

BEST GRADE - ALL PURPOSES
C. O. D. or Cash with Order - Phone Main 1172

The Canadian Coal Corporation of N. B. Limited.

Coal

American Anthraotc,

Oysters

The very choicest P. E. Isiand and
Buctouche for Christmas, at

J. Allan Turner,

12 Charlotte Street.
Low Prices, Prompt Delivery,
Modern Methods.

R.P.&W. F. STARR, Ltd.

49 Smythe St. 226 UnLn st

Hard Wood

At Bargain Prices
$2.00 PER LOAD

Broad Cove soft, and Scotch Hard
Coal, alwi on hand. Good goods
promptly ivered.

G. S. COSMAN & CO.
238-240 PAIADI:.In ROW.

A C. SMITH & CO.

WHOLESALE
Ring up Main 1

Hay, Oats & Wit ae
Millfeeds

Choice White Middlings and
Manitoba Oats now on hand

Telophones Weet 7-11 and West 81,

Valencia Oranges

Are at 'l‘.helr Best and Prices Low
Two Dozen for 25c¢.

Chas. A. Clark’s
Phone 803. 18 Charlotte 8¢,

Clapboards and Slnngles

=——ALSO—ee

Rubemdkoorng
quy&ﬁtgory Ltd.

ST. JOHN, N. B.

Have your

WEST. ST. JOHN N B.

Pt

Just Re

A new stock ©
best New York
SACHETS,

We Invite you
ple them, as th
very sweetest odc

BARDSLEY’S

109 Brus

‘When you've finis
a social function ¢
feel that someth
Perhaps the one
produce the des
necklet or sunbur
bracelet. A bit
a rule, what is w
and compare price
reason.

Store closes ever
cept Saturday.

A. Pc
WATCHMAKER .
16 Mill

Over:

Big Rec
n the

all Ov
at ouw
store.
15 Mill

Opposite
Fraser,

Gives Sa

Brannan.—Suddenl)
Capt. Chas., Wesl
S0th year.

J‘unerul trom the r
. H. Breunan,
West End, on S

2.30. Service at
o'clock. Coache

Douglas Avenue
1.30 for the con
wishing to atter
taken at the hot
Barrett.—At Mont
the 26th inst., O
of Mr. and Mrs,
aged § years an
(Fredericton pap

D. Bo

Scientific Optician
OPTICS EX

Hours: 8.30 a.m.
930 p. m.




