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for hls opponent for the mayoralty, Mr. James R. Hanna, 
a professor at Highland Park College, and an egpfipl In
civics and economice. He had been a 
elate*’ In the previous election, and was a man of excep
tional character, but "the judge ' beat him out by 1,700 
votes at the primary. All the other members of the 
first commission qualified for the final ballot.

But there was a new and surprising development 
when the names of all the ten successful candidates 
at the primary came to be considered together. Five 
of the ten nominees, It was discovered, Messrs. Mathis, 
Ash, Brereton. Xeedha. and Roe stood for "a wide 
open town." They were "a slate," to quote Mr. Ham
ilton, "that had been unobtrusively endorsed by the "con
solidation club,' an organization extemporized by "the 
liberal element* in which saloonkeepers, gamblers and 
advocates of licensing the social evil had been active 
and prominent." The primary in this Instance served 
one good purpose, It exposed the game that was* being 
played, and only Ash and Roe of the "wide open Iowa" 
gang secured seats on the commission. Judge Mathis 
put up a strenuous fight, but lost by HI votes.

The point to be considered from this brief review 
of the working of the primary system on the commission 
plan In Des Moines Is the opportunity it affords for com
binations, slates and other organizations to work secret
ly to the detriment of the community. A commissioner, 
once in office, is going to remain in office If he can. 
It is bis living, for he has no other employment, 
and he needs the money. Will hls salary support him 
and pay the election expenses of the organization he Is 
bound to maintain? Are we expected to believe that 
graft and its attendant evils did not Influence the 
election of the mayor ‘‘who maintained a virtual license 
system for prostitution," the commissioner, still in office 
in Des Moines, who was such an " astute politician," and 
the two members who stand for “a wide open town?"

St. John, in spite of all the sins which are laid at 
the door of the present system of civic government, is 
happily on a higher social plane than Des Moines; per
haps even the enthusiastic band of civic reformers will 
admit that. It will be well tu consider whether some 
less drastic method than a complet» revolution of our 
constitutional system cannot be devised before we stoop 
to apply the remedy which it is evident. Is not proving 
entirely successful In the city when, the experiment is 
being made.

It may be urged that In St. John the primary would 
be no draw hack to the adoption of the commission plan, 
that it has demonstrated Its usefulness In lies Moines 
and would be equally effective here. That, it lias only 
partially succeeded in Des Moines is evident from the com
position of the present council. In St. John conditions 
we admit, are different. We are not talking politics in 
this article, but if inquiry should be made in the proper 
quarter, we believe information is obtainable that primar
ies can be silently, but effectively, controlled even in 
St. John, with the most surprising results.
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prolonged discussion at the meeting 
of the director», the Bank of England 
reduced the rate from 4 1-2 per cent, 
to 4 per cent. Money seems to be 
easier, discount rates In foreign cen
tres are also lower than in London 
and there seem» to be an absence ef 
foreign gold demand. The New York 
call loan rate is easier, ranging from 
2 34 to 2 14 per cent. On the other 
hand ttye Montreal rate holds firm at 
61-2 per cent. The bond issue of 
$60,000,000, 412 per cent New York 
city debentures were sold st 100.904. 
This issue was oversubscribed more 
than five times. On this showing it 
would seem there 1k enough surplus 
money in American Investment cir
cles for all presumably sound enter
prises and It. would seem to prepare 
more effectually for successful bond 
Issues by the various railways. There 
Is a rumor to the effect that Morgan, 
who left this side this week, has sold 
$26.000.000 Southern Pacific 4 1-2 per 
cent, bonds in Paris with the option 
of 25,000.000 additional. It has been 
known some time that the Harrtman 
roads were contemplating new financ
ing to bo accomplished during the ear
ly part of the present year The New 
York market has been d 
during the week. On Monday the 
beats tried to lower prices by raiding 
United States Steel on the news that 
the House Rules Commission at Wash
ington had given a hearing to Con
gressman Stanley, of Kentucky, In ad
vocacy of hls resolution proposing a 
congressional Investigation of the U. 
8. Steel Corporation. The proposed 
resolution was very sweeping in Us 
scope and if adopted would authorize 
drag-net Investigation of all affiliations 
of the Steel Corporation. The Com
mission took the question of appoint
ing investigation committee asked for 
under advisement. Contrary to ex
pectations. the Norfolk A Western de
clared the regular dividend of 114 
per cent, quarterly. U was freely ru
mored that this stock would go on a 
ti per cent, basis. Atchison has been 
firm with about two points advance 
on the highly favorable report for De
cember, which showed an increase of 
$950,000 net Income. Copper stocks 
are si ill weak, the demand for the 
metal seems to be falling off and busi
ness is being done at declining prices. 
The general market seems to be 
awaiting further developments, stocks 
offered are readily absorbed and 
no doubt are big short interests in 
such stocks as Union Pacific and Cop
per. and until these interests are 
eliminated it looks as if the market 
will go higher. Business conditions 
continue to show slight improvements 
and the reports coming in of railroad 
earnings is much better than for the 
last month or two.
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Extraordinary Phonograph BargainsOu»fcJAlNT JOHN, SATURDAY MORNING, JAN. 2$. 1911
To enable us to take better care of our rapidly growing engine and water 
supplies trade, we are dosing out our entire line of phonograph goods, 
and as we need the room at once, are offering bargains never before 
heard of In this class of goods.
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THE PRIMARY IN CIVIC ELEC HONS.

li'-fore resuming discussion of certain features which 
seem objectionable in the Des Moines plan of govern
ment by commission, which it is proposed to introduce 
in Sc. John, The Standard wishes to make it clear that 
It has no thought of attacking the Advertising Committee 
of the Board f Trade, or the Board itself, for the 
stand they have taken in favor of the change. The 
object they have in view, the betterment of civic gov
ernment, is fully recognized. The Standard is not. pass
ing judgment on the commission plan as a whole, and 
in taking the negative side and submitting points which 
uppear pertinent to the subject, the intention lias been 
and is to give the people of St. John an opportunity 
to consider all sid*»» of tlie civic problem. That the 
Telegraph and the Times should regard the objections 
Which The Standard bus raised ns neither "legitimate" nor 
‘'honest" and "the work of an ettemy" Is not material 
at the present Juncture, ns neither journal, so far, lins 
shown lbai it lia- un intelligent grasp of any side of 
the question.
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for the most pros
perous 
history.

We will begin our 
44th year, Tuesday, 
January 3rd.
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THE MACHINE YOU WILL EVENTUALLY BUY.
'I be provision for primary élections is a distinguish

ing and important feature of the Des Moines commission 
plan, and. ill previous articles, the subject will he 
considered from the negative skie of the argument as 
affecting Si. John. in the United States, when a 
single panv vajqy^ an overwhelming majority, nomin
ation by iliai pait\ is tantamount to election. To 
insure popular i-murol of the choice of officers, the 
device of the primary election is resorted lo. Bach 
\oter in the party may at the primary election register 
his preferences as to candidates, and the persons re
ceiving the highest number of votes are declared the 
candidates of the party. The device is essentially the 
main-spring which also controls party machinery in 
Canada, and that there are wheels within wheels con
nected with it, which do not always run smoothly, has 
been demonstrated quite recently in this city. The 
point to consider is, what will result from the introduc
tion of the primary Into civic politics in St. John. Will 
it give a fair field and no favor, and let the best man 
win, or will It lead to combinations, factions, deals and 
even graft from which, under our present system, we 
are almost, if not entirely, free?

Reverting to Des Moines, let us review briefly the 
conditions which prevailed at the time of the first 
election under the commission plan In March, 1908, and 
again at the second and last election in March 1910. 
The advocates of the new Des Moines charter, previous 
to the first election, divided into two camps, those who 
emphasised its Democratic character as placing the con
trol of municipal affairs in the hands of the community 
as a whole, and others who contended that there must be 
organized action to elect the best citizens, that a 
ticket of five men should be selected on whom the bet-
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United Typewriter Co., Limited»
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CARPING CRITICS.

The Sun LifeIf any individual took the editorial utterances of 
the Telegraph and Times seriously, he would be disposed 
to take the view that the llazen Government is com
posed of very perverse men Indeed. They do nothing 
right, whether it be the repairing of roads, the mending 
of bridges, or the protection of the forests. Whatever 
they do is wrong in the estimation of those astute gen
tlemen, who control the destinies of the Canterbury 
street journals, apparently because the thing is done 
by the Hazen Government.

It would be impossible for any intelligent body of 
men, and even the Telegraph and Times admit that 
not only the Premier himself and the members of his 
Government are not lacking In intelligence, could be 
wrong as often as the Telegraph says they are wrong. 
Even a blunderer must of necessity do a thing rightly 
on occasions. It Is contrary to all precedents that a 
man or a party must be always wrong, just as it Is im
possible that even such wise men as those who dole 
out the humor, the pathos and the twaddle that dally 
does duty on the editorial pages of the Telegraph and 
Times should be always right.

Nothing could be more absurd than the attacks 
made upon the Hazen administration by these two Oppo
sition journals. It is a daily display of ignorance that 
must startle such men as the Leader of the Opposition 
and bring a mantle of shame to th& brow of that master 
of rhetoric. Mr. Copp, of Westmorland. Both these gen
tleman know much about, the affairs of the province, 
both financial and legislative, and If they make a state
ment that will not bear very close investigation, they 
do ho witb the intent to better a very bad case.

Any attempt to defend many of the transactions of 
i lie old Government requires not only an athletic mind, 
but an elastic conscience—more elastic certainly than 
that of Mr. Robinson who has permitted a great many 
charges made by Mr. Hazen lo pass unanswered. There 
was good reason for this. There was no answer be
cause the acta were wrong and utterly Indefensible. 
Even the Telegraph does not attempt to defend the 
old Government, and when the acts of some of those 
upon whom Its own life blood depends are exposed, 
howls in desperation that it is Mr. Hazen who is on 
irial, not the old Government.

This answer xvas oil very well two years ago, last 
>«-ar, but this year the Hazen Government, having been 
in power for two full years, there is now an opportunity 
to compare the kind of government they have given the 
province with what they had before, and the com
parison is altogether in favor of Mr. Hazen.

The Telegraph charges the Government with ex
travagance because more money has been spent on the 
public service than by the old Government. It is true 
that Mr. Hazen lias spent more because he had more 
to spend. Part of this increase came from the larger 
Dominion subsidy, but the greatest part from the better 
administration of the Crown l^tnds, and the collection 
of the stumpage on the lumber cut. It was claimed 
that this increase was due to an Increased cut of lumber, 
but the lumber reports for a series of years show that 
the Telegraph and Times were wrong in this state 
ment as in many others. There has been no Increase 
in lumber shipments for several years. There is a 
variation of one year with another, but the lumber ship
ments from New Brunswick have, not shown any con
siderable change lor years past. The real truth of 
the matter Is. as has been stated time and again by Mr. 
Grimmer, that the present system give» an honest ad
ministration of the Crown l^nds and the people of the 
province are being paid for their lumber.

The Telegraph has no word of commendation for Mr. 
Hnzeu and hls Government for what has been done to 
Increase the revenue of the province. They condemn the 
Government because the main roads of the province have 
not been paved. They compare the roads of some 
states in which millions have been spent to secure per
manent. highways with those of New Brunswick.

The outgoing Government of Mr. Robinson left the 
Hazen administration a legacy of bad" roads and rotten 
bridges, which have cost much to repair. The Tele
graph has nothing to say about, this. Practically every 
bridge In the province has been repaired to a greater 
or lesser extent by the Hazen Government, and this has 
been done without adding a single cent to the bonded 
indebtedness of the province. Half a million almost 
has been expended In this work and yet the Telegraph 
can do nothing but criticize.

What the editor» of both the Telegraph and Times 
require 1» to take an elementary course In the political 
history of New Brunswick for a few years back. At 
present they display an Ignorance of provincial affairs 
that relieves their mlstatenUnts of any sting.

BARNES Sc CO., LTD.
84 Pr/noe William Street.

Assurance Co. of CanadaThe Cotton Market.
The cotton market this last week 

had been firm, but inactive, prices 
ranging for latter months from 15.05 
to 14.85. The general Interest seems 
marking time. Liverpool Is still a 
heavy buyer at any recession of prices 
and at the same time there is appar
ently accumulated short interests in 
New York. If Liverpool continues to 
absorb Cotton at these prices there 
Is a chance of New York over-selling, 
when, if such is the case, there will 
no doubt be higher prices for Cotton.

The Montreal Market.

Clearance Sale of Overshoes 
and Felt Goods

Will support you In eld age or look 
after your family If you era pre

maturely taken away. It will 
coat you comparatively 

little each year.

A8K OUR AGENTS FOR PRICES. We are clearing out all our overshoes, felt boots, shoes and 
slippers at cost, as we don’t want to carry them over.nearly «15,000,000.

Q. C. JORDAN, Manager for N. B.ter element would unite at the primary, and carry on 
n campaign on their behalf until the final election. 
Into this controversy entered a personal element, 
third party supported Mr. John MacVicar, former Mayor 
of the city, ami "one of the most adroit politicians In 
the state."

A

Scotch Anthracite SINCLAIR’S, 65 Brussels St.The Montreal market haa held the 
gains of last week and In some in
stances prices worked higher. Canadi
an Converters an ordinarily Inactive 
stock, gained 4 to 5 points. Rio was 
again strong on buying from Toronto 
and reached 109 V2. Plenty of this 
stock came on the market and It ap
pears to have been readily absorbed 
around 107 The buying of R. and 
O. still continues making for higher 
levels in price for this stock. Cement 
Preferred has had more than its share 
of trading this week, the stock being 
taken off the market by Investors, one 
block of 3200 shares being purchased 
by Thornton Davidson and Co.. This 
Is the largest individual transaction 
on the market fur some time. Cement 
Common appears to have weakened on 
advices that the earnings of the com 

ny <11(1 not come up to expectations, 
is estimated that only 2 per cent 

instead of 3 per vent, will be ear 
ed on the common stock. C. 1\ R. 
firm owing to the idea that reciprocity 
between Canada and the United States 
will open up a brighter prospect for 
the road. B. J. Bennett, general man
ager of (lie Amalgamated Aisbestos 
CompanyJtas retired and the directors 
have appointed D. 4 Sharp, of the 
Pittsburg Coal Company, who enjoys 
a wide reputation as a mine manager 
and practical man The Amalgamated 
Asbestos Company 
ment in the last }• 
gether has saved about $40,000 In ad 
ministration expenses. The dlrec 
have had frequent meetings lately and 
It is understood that reorganization 
now under way will result in a saving 
that will largely exceed the amount 

La Rose this week has tak-

It may be as well at this point to mention 
that the foregoing facts and the above quotation are 
taken from Mr. Hamilton's “Dethronement of the City 
Boss," the guide, philosopher and friend of the advo
cates of commission for St. John, and a most interesting 
und instructive work, to which the Tim's called our 
attention.

always on .hand, all sizes. Scotch 
Splint, Broad Cove, Joggins, Mackay 
Sydney Soft Coals, all good coals.

JAMES S. McGIVERN, Agt, 
Td. 42. 5 Mil and 331 (herlolteSb.

French Peas
Geuuine french Reas, Two Tins for 25 cents.

Now here wo have in Des Moines a situation develop
ed. absolutely foreign to our ideas of civic elections 
in St. John.

’Phone 543. F. E. WILLIAMS CO., LTD.ANOTHER
WOMAN

A sectional or party spirit was roused, ami 
it is .small wonder that the press of Des Moines should
refer pointedly to "political machinations.'* 
complications arose. SAVE $1.00 PER TONFurther

Mr. MacVicar became an inde
pendent candidate. The parly which favored organiza
tion carried out its plan and placed tire men, known as 
' th** slate," in the field. C0AL--S4.75 Per Ton-1400 Load $3.50

An influential local paper 
with a strong hold on the working men abandoned the

pa
It CURED BEST GRADE 

C O. D. or Cash with Order

ALL PURPOSES 

- Phone Main 1172
Bsupporters of the charter, ami urged the election of 

.Mr. MacVicar and two other independent candidates, Mr. 
Charles XV. Schramm a city assessor, and Mr. John L. 
Harnery, a reform member of the old council, 
newspaper urged ihe election uf candidates put forward 
by the "city hall gang."

This was a fairly healthy mixture of rival fac
tions, combinations, "slates and other interests for

A fourth

By Lydia E.Pmkham’s The Canadian Coal Corporation of N. B. Limited. 
Vegetable Compound

Coalthe citizens to decide between at the primary, and 
we can well believe front what the author of "The De
thronement of the City Boss' tells us that strenuous 
effort» were put forward to capture tile vote, 
partizans of the slate," says Mr. Hamilton, "succeeded 
at the primary in getting four of their five candidates on 
(lie final ballot

OystersGardiner, Maine.—** I have been a 
great sufferer from organic troubles 

and a severe female 
weakness. The 
doctor said I would 
have to go 
hospital f 
operation, but 1 
could not bear to 
think of it 1 de 
cided to try Lvdia 
K. Pink ham’s Veg
etable Compound 
and Sanative W ash 
—and was entirely 
cured after three 

months' use of them."—Mrs. 8. A.
F. D. No. M. Box «0.

No woman should submit to B surgi
cal operation, which may mean death, 
until she haa given Lvdia E. Pinkham’a 
Vegetable Compound, made exclusive, 
ly from root» aud herbs • fair trial.

This famoua medicine for women 
haa for thirty year» proved to be the 
moat valuable tonic and renewer of 
the Smale organism. Women redd
ing In almost every city and town In 
the United State» hear willing teatU 
monyto the wonderful virtue «Lydia 

Plnkham’» Vegetable Compound.
I 111a and create» radi

ant,. buoyant female health. If von 
are 111, for your own »«ke aa well a» 
thoee you love, give It a trial.

Mia. Plwkham, at Lynn, Mata, 
lavltea aU »ick women to write 
lierforadtrleo. HeredTteeletrow 
and always helpful.

has made entrench* 
•w months and alto-

"The The very choicest P. E. Island and 
Buctouche for Christmas, atAmerican Anthracite,

Scotch Anthracite,
Old Mines Sydney, 

Reserve.

tors
to the 

or anAgainst tln-sc candidates were pitted 
A. J. Mathis for Mayor, and for Councllmeri (commis- J. Allan Turner,

12 Charlotte Street
mentioned, 
en a further rise und is now selling 
from 44* to 4?*. No doubt the good 
news on tile earnings of this com
pany is having its effect, and If the 
dividend is increased the stock should 
sell higher. Crown Reserve has also 
taken a move up, the apparent cause 
being that the stock is oversold. The 
dlrc< tors declared Ihe regular monthly 
dividend of per cent, which would 
net about l’_ 
sent selling

h I oners) Messrs. MacVicar. Harnery and Scbramn, with 
Wesley Ash. a coal miner, and W. H. Brereton, a con
tractor, who had been prominent in city politics, and 
was a member of the old council.

y’i
Prompt Delivery,Low Prices,

Modem Methods.
Valencia OrangesR.P.&W.E STARR,Ud.Now mark the result of this primary election sys

tem in Des Moines, and we quote Mr. Hamilton's own 
words:—“Judge Mathis who had, as head of the police 
court, been a prominent, factor in maintaining a virtual 
license system for prostitution, levying periodical fines 
on fallen women," WAS ELECTED MAYOR, every can
didate on "the slate" which consisted of "five excep
tional men.'" to again quote Mr. Hamilton, WAS DE
FEATED; MacVicar, "one of the most adroit politicians 
in the city and stale." SECURED ELECTION as one of 
the commissioners, with Schramn, Harnery and Ash, as 
hls colleagues. Ash represented “the liberal element," 
Mr. Hamilton tells us. "who DESIRED WHAT IS KNOWN 
AS‘A WIDE OPEN TOWN'AS TO GAMBLING, SALOON 
RESTRICTIONS. AND THE SOCIAL EVIL”.. Schramn 
and Harnery, the remaining two commissioners, appear 
to have been fairly decent me mbers of society.

Taking the personnel of at least the majority of the 
commission. Ihe mayor who levied "periodical fine» on 
fallen women," the commissioner "who was one of the 
moat adroit politicians in the city," and the other high 
minded gentleman, who desired "a wide open town," we 
venture to think that the primary election system which 
placed them In office, and we know how primaries cab 
be “worked" even here in SL John, has nothing to 
commend it over our present time honored custom of 
the single ballot.

But this was the first election under the new plan 
in Des Moines. The election of 1910, we are told by 
Mr. Hamilton, "took on a radically different aspect from 
that of 1908, although It was characterised, as was the 
latter, by the formation of numerous local clubs, im
provement league* and other organisations." It 1» re
grettable that Mr. Hamilton does not particularise as 
:o those "other organisations."

Are at Their Best and Prices Low

Two Dozen for 25c.
Ae Clark’s

18 Charlotte St,

226 Union St49 Smythe St.

Hard Woodper rent, upon the pre- 
rice of this stock. 
MACKINTOSH and CO.

P Phone 803.At Bargain Prices 
$2.00 PER LOAD

Broad Cove soft, and Scotch Hard 
Coal, always on hand. Good goods 
promptly delivered.

G. S. COSMAN & CO.
*3B«d PARADISE ROW.
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Clapboards and Shingles
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Ruberoid Roofing 

Murray & Gregory, ltd.
ST. JOHN, N. B.
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Objection Taken to Plea That 
Tariff Rebate Should be 
Made on Maine Potatoes 
Through SL John.

U SMITH 81
WHOLESALE

Ring ii. Main 1,86-11
O. W. WILLIAMS.hay, Oatspreferential clause of the reciprocity 

treaty, but It Is said that some of the 
Massachusetts delegation, acting in be
half of a line of steamers between that 
port and Havana, have objected, say
ing that the Maine potatoes shipped 
via SL John are packed in barrels of 
Canadian make, whereas the customs 
regulations require that original pack
ages must not be changed from time 
of departure from a United 8 ta tee 
port In order to Insure merchandise 
the benefit of preferential discounts 
in duty; that St. John Is not In the 
United States, and that, therefore, the 
preference cannot be granted In this

According to the Bangor Daily Nows 
It is reported from Washington that 
the etate department la not disposed 
to accede to the request of the Maine 
representatives in congress, made two 
week* arfo, that the government should 
protest against the refusal of Cuban 
customs authorities to allow a rebate 
of 1(1 per cent, on Maine potatoes 
imported into Cuba via 8t. John. N. B,

It was argued by the Maine delega
tion that these potatoes, shipped in 
bulk from Maine to St. John, and there 
packed in barrels for shipment to Ha
vana, should have the benefit ot the case.
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