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MR. CURTIS’S TRADES
UNION BILL DEFEATED |

Important Alterations Are Made in Com- ‘
mittee to the Municipal Elec- i
tions Act. ¢

L
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E. C. Smith resumed the debate on
Mr. Curtis's bill re Actions Against
F'rades Unions and Xindred Associa-

tions. In doing so he said three-quarters
of the time of the House was taken up
with ‘the capitalistic class who swarmed
the lobbies of the House. Working men
were rarely represented in the lobbies.

Referring to the history of strikes he
mentioned that at Northport, where the
mranagement of the smelter had a repu-i
tation for breaking up unions, they sent
to Missouri, the home:of the vendetta,
and imported a class of workmen fam- |
iliar with the stiletto and bowie knife |
and capable of profecting themselves.

He did not want to see the funds of
unions imperilled because the money was ;
raised from the bread meoney of the
taborer.

He wanted to see the employer pro-
tected to the limit, but he wanted to see ,
the workmen equally protected.

He appealed to the House to treat the
bill with consideration. Many of the!
members of the class affected were fight-
ing the Empire’s battles, and but a few
weeks ago he had bid good-bye to six-
teen of these men—wage-earners every-
one and eleven of them miners. These
men wanted no discriminating legisla- '
tion, but only fair treatment. ‘

Mr. Curtis said he had been asked if
he would allow section two to be amend-
ed as proposed ' by Mr. Hawthornth- i
waite if the second reading was allow-
ed. He was willing to .do this and to
take a half loaf if he could not get a
whole one. 4

Mr., Martin urged voting down: the
bill altogether, as Mr. Hawthornth-
waite’s amendment was directly con-
trary to -section two in prineciple.

Mr. Caurtis said the bill 'was to be:
killed even though section three-and
four were good.

The bill was defeated on second read-
ing by a vote of 10 to 23, Messrs, Curtis,
E. C. Smith, Tatlow Helmcken, Oliver,
Hawthornthwaite, Green, Fulton, Neill
and Gifford voting. aye, and the re-
mainder of the House against.

Messrs, Taylor acd Garden
absent.

were

Supreme Court Act.

Mr. Curtis moved the second reading
of a bill amending the Supreme Court
Act, thus providing that no restraining
order shall be granted on an ex parte
application on any railway building or:
operatinig in British Columbisa. e T

Hon, Mr. Eberts said that the sec-
tions of the bill had already been re-
jected by the House when they had
come before *hon, members as amend-
ments to another bill. He did not con-'
sider that the railway companies re-
qQuired the protection provided by . the
Lill. !

Mr. Helmcken opposed the bill on'
much the samel grounds as Hon. Mr.
Eberts and recommended its with-
drawal.

On a division the bill was defeated by
15 votes to 14.

Highway Traffic Bill.

On the motion of Mr, Helmcken the
Highway Traffic Regulation Act Amend-
ment Bill was read the second time.

The bill provides that section 8 of
the act shall not apply to ecity muni-
cipalities except with their consent.

8. P.C. A, Acti

Mr. Helmcken moved the second read-
ing of the bill to amend the society for .
the prevention of cruelty to animals:
incorporated act. He stated that the:
bill provided that any agent or officer
of the society, or of any branch there-
of, might lawfully examine, seize and
destroy or cause to be destroyed any
.animal found to be at large, abandoned
or in"the possession of any person who
is not properly caring for said animal,
and appearing <in the judgment of two
reputable citizens, or ‘by a veterinary
surgeon, called by him to view the same
in his presence, to be injured, disabled,
diseased past recovery, or unfit for any
useful purpose,
a penalty for the obstruction of any
officer or agent of the society in the dis-
charge of his duty, and made provision
for feeding animals impounded at the
expense of the owners,

Mr. Neill took strong objection to the
bill. He pointed out that section 2.
would permit any crank, on the testi- |
mony of two other cranks that an ani-!
mal was injured past recovery, to kill
that animal so as to put it out of its:
misery. He believed that the lives of
some politicians would .be in danger if;
tkis bill was passed. Laughter.) |

Mr. A. W, Smith was also opposed to
the bill, the provisions of which would, '
he thought, be likely to cause hardship
and trouble to farmers and others.

Mr. Oliver said that he had been
among cattle all his life, and was satis-
fied that the bill would not do at all.

Hon. Mr. Eberts said that he had
seen many cases of cruelty to animals
in Victoria. He had seen old horges !
qaite unfit to work turned adrift in the !
city, and the society had at present no '
means of dealing with such cases., The
bill was put forward by people who
loved dumb animals, and he thought :
that their hands should be strengthened. '
He hoped hon. members would not de- |
feat the bill. Jf there were faults in'
the bill it could be amended in commit-
tee. :

Mr, Martin had no doubt that the bill
was put forward with the very best
motives, but he did not think such POw- |
ers as those proposed by the bill should -
be given to private citizens, The bill
could not be amended in commiittee 80 ;
as to eliminate the ' objectionable
features, 1

Hon, Mr, Prentice said that cattle/

i change his

! to an examination by any two reputable

| health was very low indeed., He would

| committee so as to throw more respon-

{ action or other proceeding at law or in

' vision was, he thought, all that was

| Curtis) had taken the first opportunity

! if the bill became law.

i unions liable in cases in which under

The bill also provided | ments of his own which he intended to

. islation was of an academic character,

inconvenience by the provisions of_ the
bill. © Cattle 'sometimes wandered away "
and got in poor condition before they{
ceuld be found, dnd it would be possiblei
for such cattle to be destroyel by. an !
agent of the society. o

Mr. Curtis supported the principle of
the bill, but suggested certain:amend-
ments which would, he thought, make
the bill more workable,

Mr. Rogers agreed with Mr, Curtis.
He had seen old or sick horses turned
adrift in’ the upper -country to be wor-
ried and starved to death,

Mr. McPhillips said that Mr. Martin
had disagreed with the Attorney-Gen-
eral, and he hoped that this time the
Attorney-General would net accordingly
mind and vote with Mr:
Martin, {

Hon, Mr, Eberts—You are out of
crder. The bill before the House is
dealing with: cruelty to animals.

Mr, McPhillips said he knew what
was before the House, but he hoped that
for once the government benchés “'Ollld‘
rise superior to the hypnofic influence :
of Mr. Martin. He was preceeding to |
dilate eloquently upon this well known
position of Mr. Martin in the House;
when he was ealled to order by the
Attorney-General,

Mr. McPhillips—I know the At-
torney-General is afraid of my criti-
cism.

Hon. Mr. Eberts—No; I am only a lit-
tle anxious about your state of health.
(Laughter.)

Mr, McPhillips—Yon
afraid.

need not be
I am willing to submit myself

citizens. (Loud laughter.)
Continuing, Mr. McPhillips said that
the Attorney-General’s politieal state of

support the second reading, but thought
that it would have to be amended in

sibility upon the society,
The second reading was carried by 20
votes to 11.

Trades Unions Liability. 4

Mr, Martin moved the second reading
of the bill to amend the law relating to
trades unions. The bill provided that no

equity should be maintainable against
any trade union, or against any persons{
in their representative capacity as offi-
cers or trustees of any trade union, for
any wrongful act committed by any oﬂi-:
cer, trustee, servant, agent or member
of such trade union in furtherance, or |
purporting to be in furtherance, of any
strike, lock-out or trade dispute between g
employers and -workmen; ; unless . it be
proved that the. comneil, committee ‘or
other governing body of ' such  trade
union expressly authorized 'or were
privy to such wrongful act. This pro-

necessary to put the amions in a fair
position in regard to actions for dam-
ages. The bill defined “trade union” to :
be a trade union as defined by the Rel
vised Statutes of Canada,

Mr. Curtis said that Mr. Martin in
opposing the bill introduced by him (Mr.

te impute bad motives to him, But he
proposed to consider Mr, Martin’s bill |
on its merits only, He did not think
that the bill was adequate. He was |
doubtful whether the bill could affect |
any union already registered under the |
Dominfon Act, and those were the'only
unions included in the operation of Mr.
Martin’s bill.. He had made inquiries,
and he found that out of about 100 i
trade unions and organizations in the
province only one was registéred under
the statutes of Canada, and that was
the only union that would be affected
He believed,

also, that the bill would make the

the existing law they would not be
liable, He objected to the word “privy” |
as it appeared in the bill, which word !
might be construed by a judge to mean |
“having a participation of interest or |
knowledge.” Thus the bill would make |
a union liable for damages if the coun-
cil of the union  had knowledge of a
wrongful act—whether the council were
in favor of or were opposed to that act.
He did not believe that hon. members
had read his bill which they had reject-
ed. His bill had protected the employ-
ers as well as the unions. He would not
oppose the second reading, but he hoped
that when the bill came into committee
it would be amended so as to make it
apply to all unions whether registered
under the Dominion act or not.

Mr. Hawthornthwaite hoped the sec-
ond reading . would - be carried. Mr,
Msrtin had agreed to an amendment—
an amendment ‘which-had been approved

he thought that so amended the bill
weuld meet the wishes of the laboring
clusses.

Mr. Gilmour also supported the bill,
although he hinted at certain amend-

move in' committee,

Mr, Helmcken commented on the gen-
eral mix-up of bills and amendments
dez_iling with  the ‘liability of trades
ucions;

Mr. McPhillips could not support the
second reading of the bill. He thought
legislation of the kind ought to be ap-
proached slowly and ecarefully, and he
did not believe that the province ought
to go further than the laws of Great
Britain in such matters. The law in
Great Britain was at present defined by
a judicial decision in the House of
Lords, and that decision did not neces-
surily effect the .courts of British Colum-
bia. He believed that the proposed leg-

as no case had yet arisen in the pro-
vince calling for an alteration in the
laws. If any new legislation was found
necessary on this question in Great Bri-
tain then he would be prepared to sup-
port similar legislation here,

Hon, Mr. rts said he had no in-
tention of chinging his mind on the|
question. The present bill was not so
drastic in character as that introduced
by Mr, Curtis, but he did not consider
that any legislation on such lines was
ne ry at pr The bill before
them was exactly similar to a bill which
had been introduced into the British
House of Commons in March last, and
had rot been advanced. Speaking on
that bill, Lord Macnaughton had said
that the “bill attempted to set trade
unions above the law.” “For his:part,
he did not W:b(tlht such legislation
would engendér. good feeling among cap-
italists, ‘who were necessary for the de-

by the Labor Council of Victoria, asd |
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{ ranchers might be put to a great deal of | was passed in the British legislature he-

wonld support its passage here, but not
othetwise, : ' g

On a division the second reading was
carried by 17 votes to 13. |

Municipal’ Clanses Amendment Bill.

Mr. McInpes moved the second read- ;
ing of the bill to amend the Municipal?
Clauses Act. As the bill eontained 64
clauses he did not propose to explain
them all at that stage. They could be
discussed seriatim in committee. The
motion -was agreed to without a -division.

Manufacture of Steel Rails,

Mr. Garden moved the .second read-
ing of the bill to encourage.the manu-
facture (of steel rails in Canada,  The
bill > provided) thatl na ¢ash subsidy: er
langd grant granted at the present ses-
sion of the legislature, or heretofore or
hereafter granted to any railway com-
psny by any act of this legisiature, shall
be dcemed to be earned, nor shall the
same be paid, granted or conveyed, un-
less the rails-and spikes used in the con-
struction of the railway, or any part
thereof hereafrer eemstructed to which
such subsidy or land grant applies, shall
have been manufactured in the province
of British Columbia or in some other
provinece of the Deminion .of Canada;
provided always, that the rails and
spikes necessary for such construction
are procurable in' the province of Bri-
tish Columbia or in some other province
of the Dominion of Canada at a price
not greater than the open market price
in Great Britain or the United States
of America for rails of a similar make
end quality, with the current freight
rates from the place of shipment .in
Great Britain or the United States to
the place where required in British ‘Col-
umbia added thereto.

He pointed out that the Domimion ‘zov-
ernment had voted a bonus of $3 per
ton on steel rails manufactured in Can-
ada, and he thought that this province
ought to do something in the same direc-
tion.

The second reading was agreed to with-
ouf division.

Medical Acet Amendment - Bill,

Mr. Gilmour moved the second reading
of the bill to amend the Medical Act,
1888. - The bill provides that the medi-
cal council shall appoint annuailly from
amongst ves a presidemf, wice-
president, and a treasurer, but {hat mo
member of the council shall be appointed
as registrar or ‘other employee of the
council.

Mr. Garden supyorted the bill, which
he said was desired by the medical meén
in ‘hig' donstituency. :

On the motion of Mr. Hawthornthwaite
the debate was adjourned. e

Code Signals in Mines.

Mr. Curtis moved the second reading
of the hill to amend the Inspection of
Metalliferous Mines Act < Amendment
Act, 1901. 'The objeet of this bill was,
he said, to repeal the two sections of the
aet which provided a cortain code of sig-
nals which had to be used in the engime
rooms of the mines in the provinece.  This
code had been found to be unworkable
by the mine managers at Rosgland and
olsewhere. They were anxious'to do all
they could to secure the safety of the
miners, but this system had proved to be
impractical. Although there was a pen-
alty. provided for mine owners who did
not use the code, it was not, as a matter
of fact, used in any of the mines. He
believed that:;the miners themselves were
quite willing to have the code done away
with.

The debate was adjourned.

First Recadings.

The bill to amend the Investment and
Loan Societies Act was introduced by
Mr. Martin and-read the first time; and
the bill to amend the Evidence Act was
introduced and read the first time on the
motion of Hon., Mr, Eberts.

The bill te amend the Fisheries Act
was received from the Lieut.-Governor,
and its committal fixed for the next sii-
ting of the House.

Replies to Questions.

The following questions by Mr. Tat-
low were answered by the Chief Com-
missioner of Lands and Works:

(1.) Is it the policy of the government
to protect the wages of men employed
on governmant works?

Answer. In so far as the government
is able and warranted in doing so.

2. Is the Chief Commissioner aware
that one Max. S. Wilson has not received
wages due for painting the government
Luildings at Princeton, although the:work
was done in. October? ?

Answer. The Chief Comirissioner ‘has

preceived. an.intimation that the wages

of Max: 8. Wilson s were: paid. \
-3.And, if 86, will steps be taken to se-
‘cure for ‘Max. 8.  Wilson the said wages;
amounting to $2187 .
Answer. No steps can be taken by the
government.
The House. then adjourned for dinner
on the motion of the Premier.

EVENING SESSION.

The House resumed at 9 o’clock and
proceeded to the orders of the day.

On report of the Municipal Elections
Act Mr. Oliver moved an amendment
that property owners to vote at municipal
elections must have their places of busi-
ness in the municipality and be assessed
to the amount of $100.

Th’s was attacked by Mr. Martin, who
held it absurd that a man who owned
property in a city and who was a British
subject should be deprived of the right to
vote.

Mr.  McPhillips moved to strike out
clause 2 altogether, holding that any
meddling with the present law was more
likely to result in harm than in good.

Mr. Houston defended the refusal of
the franchise to a non-resident as being
in pursuance of the principle of one man,
one vote.

Mr. Green held the same view, and said

' it was about time that British Columbia

became progressive enough to adopt that
principle.

Mr. Hawthornthwaite said the prin-
ciple of one man, one vote, was in the
interests of the poor man, as against the
man of wealth. If a man happened to
have a pecuniary interest in a city in
which he did not reside it was no reason
why he shonld come and dictate to those
wheo did reside there. This combined the
evils of absolute landlordism and of giv-
ing 'a regident of a city the power to
voice his views 'in/pérhaps a rival city.

Mr. Oliver spoke against Mr. McPhil-
lips's_amendment, which he said would

the word “‘aresident,” thus making 1t
possible for a non-resident to vote. 'He
‘said if the amendment was not carried
he weald move on the third reading to
‘strile out the whole clause. St

Mr. Hawthornthwaite: - probested |
agaimst any threats being made o thg
members, What if the hounorable mem- !
ber did vote so, he had only one vote, and .
he hoped honorable members would show
their, independence by opposing the
cmendment. i

Mr, Martin said that he had not sug-
gested this, but the vote had been close
and his vote and another being changed !
might endanger the bill

Mr. Hawthornthwaite said he was glad
the honorable member’s influence extend- |
éd only to another besides himself.

Thé amendment carried.

Mr. McPhillips moved to strike out
section ¢, which abolishes the principle
of a voter exercising his franchise m
more than one ward. Imdoing so he said
that if the section became law it would
mean that Victoria would hawe to have
‘a special charter. In all large cities the |
ward system and the right to vote in |
every ward where property was owned
existed.

After a long debate Mr. McPhillips’s
motion was defeated.

After two hours’ disseetion of the bill
Mr. Curtis suggested that the bill be |
referred back to tho committee. The bill
was full of absurdities, incongruities,
anomalies and contradictions, and pos-'
sibly no bill brought into the House had !
been subjected to such criticism. Yet
he (Mr, Curtis) had been disciplined for |
failing to submit his amendments to this ,
committee. }

The debate on the bill was adjourned. |

Legal Professions Bill. i

The ILegal Professions Bill was com»
mitted, but it being 11 ¢’clock the com-
mittee rose and the House adjourned. i

Press Gallery, May 30th, ’

The session is at last within appreci- '
able distance of completion. The gov-
ernment have practically accepted the
proposition offered by Mr. Fulton this
afternoon on behalf of the oppesition,
namely, that if the mimistry womld
bring down its completed railway bills
and pass them through the House un-
reasonable opposition to supply would be
dropped.

This arrangement was reached between
the two parties through the intermediary
offices of the labor répresentative, Mr.
Hawthornthwaite. - It took place after
Mr. McBride had spoken for a long time .
on the first item of supply. Mr. Haw- '
thornthwaite -went over ‘and’ had a talk
with|the . Premier, and the result 'was’
that he Hirst Minister ‘sent back word
“that if the Jeader of the opposition would
move the adjournment of the debate the
government wotld ®ecede to it and would
at once take up the consideration of the
railway bills,

This was dcne, and the railway bills
taken up.

When the House revassembled in the
evening the Finance Minister moved that
the .Speaker leave the chair'for the pur-
pose of going into supply, but this was
evidently a mistake, as immediately al-
most on the attention of the ministry
being drawn to the apparent breach of
an arrangement their suggestion was ae-
eepted and public bills in the hands of
private members taken up.

The remainder of thé evening was con-
sumed on the Champéfty bill which Mr.
Kidd succeeded in invalidating last year.
Mr. Martin was bound to push the bill
through, and was met by the same argu-
ments, especially from legal members, as
were advanced last year.

The prospect of a speedy termination !
of the session is a source of gratification
all round. Members on both sides are
getting very uneasy, and all are delight-
ed with the prospect of winding up pub- |
lic business and getting away home. i

Questions. !

Mr. Curtis asked the Minister of Fin-
ance the following questions: 1. Of the !
land grant made by virtue of chapter 14
of the British Colun'bia Statutes of 1884
to secure the building of the Esquimalt
& Nanaimo railway, what acreage has'
been sold by the Esquimalt & Nanaimo
Railway Company, and is now assessed
and taxed? 2. Of the unsold lands still
held by such company; (a.) What acre-
age is now “used by the company for
other than railroad purposes,” and (here-
by, under said chapter 14, made liable
to taxation? (b.) What is this acreage
uged for?: (c.) For what amount is it
assessed? (d¥ 9What was the amount of .
the taxes payable ;I‘Jtir_eon for t;:e ye:;; s
10012 and (e, Haxe thesetaxes for such
SR NG ¥ oy of
Lgnch unsold lands, (a.). Are leased? «(b.)
‘Are occupied? (c¢.) Are ‘alienated, re-;
spectively, and.thereby, under said chap~|
ter 14, made liable:to ‘taxation, and: what
is the assessed value; and the tax there-
on, for the year 1901, and how much of
such tax has been paid? 4. What acre-
age of such unsold land is rented or un-
der permit to any person or corporation
to cut timber thereon,i and for what
amount is it assessed, and what was the
amount of tax thereon, for the ‘“year

1901, and has such tax beer paid, or is it :
disputed? If not assessed, why not? 5.

What acreage of said land grhmf was
held in the year 1899 by companies or
persons mining coal; what were the

names of such companies or persons; the

acreage held by each; the assessed value
and taxes payable on such acreages, re-
spectively, for the year 1899?

Hon. Mr. Prentice replied as follows:
«1. At 30th June, 1901, the date of tl_le
last annual return by the company in
virtue of the ‘Raiiway Assessment Act’
section 3, 275.957 82-100 acres, exclu-
sive of $6.346 30-100 acres alienated by
the crown prior to the date of the act.
(See section 5 of the act) 2. There are
no lands held by the company ‘used by
the company for other than railway pur-
poses’ liable to taxation. (a}, (b), (c),
(d), (e) are answered by  this general
answer. 3. Answered by answer to ques-
tion 2. 4 and 5. The government has
no official knowledge.”

Mr. Curtis asked the Minister of Fin-
ance the following question: Of the
$131,953.65 real property tax. of the
$73,358.07 wild land tax, of the $78,-
694.71 personal property tax, and of the
$32,823.06 income tax levied for the year
1901, how much of each buch taxes was
collected during the year ending .319t
December, 19017 - s

Hon. Mr. Prentice replied as follows:
“Real property, $128,938.29, including ar-:
rears; wild land, $51,319.41, including ar~
rears; personal property, $835,533.28; in«
cluding arrears; income 1ax, $23.831.10;

velopment of the province. He-agreed
with Mr. McPhillips that if such a law

YT

W

kil bill, |
“"ﬂmcrﬁillips% amendment was lost.
Mr. Martin then moved to strike out

{ncluding -drrears. | Total, $280.622.17.
No separate account is  kept showing

| probably withdrew ‘purposely

i years than had been spent on public

what proportion is arrears. An ilccurate! be able to do any good there. The only

answer to the question eanmnot-be given
until each assessor’s ‘triplicate’ receipts
are checked and a_statement prepared
therefrom.”

Mr. Curtis asked if the minister had !

any unofficial information.

The Finance Minister—No. If I had
I wouldn’t give it. -

In the meantime Messrs. Eberts and
Martin retired to the lobby, and after
waiting for their return for five or ten
minutes, Mr. Prentice moved the House
proceed to the orders of the day.

Mr. McBride asked that the courtesy

| 'be allowed Mr. Martin of returning to
‘| the chamber .and submitting his resolu-
, ‘tion.

The Speakér said Mr. Marfin was not
in his place, and Mr, McBride said he
in order
not to embarrass the government.

The Honse then proceeded to commit-
tee of supply and the adjourned debate
on the motion “That Mr. Speaker; do
now leave the chair,” and the amend-
ment thereto moved by Mr. Green, as
follows:

That all the words after “That” be

struck out and the following substituted !
| therefor:

“in view of the financial con-
dition of the province, this House does

;| not approve of the proposed increase ‘to

salaries in the civil list.”

Mr. Houston waived his right to re-
sume the debate.

Mr. Fulton, amid applause, resumed
the debate on the estimates, and said he
was fairly entitled to state some general
grounds on which he purposed to vote for
the amendment. In eonnection with the
several amendments already moved and
proposed to be moved by members of the
opposition to the motion to go into sup-
ply, and with the general conduct of the
opposition during the present session, it
had been charged by the government and

their supporters that they had been pur-;

suing a policy of pure obstruction. If
he were to admit, which he did not, that

the policy of the opposition had been one |

of obstruction, still he submitted that it
had been obstruction with a definite and
legitimate purpose and object. The fact
was that the opposition did not consider
that the government were entitled t9 sup-
ply unless and until they brought down
before the House a d~finite and complete
railway policy. They had had a kaleido-
scopic and piecemeal policy submitted to

, them from time to time, and did not
| know now whether they had got the

whole of it or whether what had already
been presented' to the House was the
final, complete and definite policy of the
government.

The opposition held the government en-
titled to no supply until they had sub-
witted a definite railway policy ‘and the
Hous’elmd passed om it If that wera

done “there would be' no obstruction of

the ‘estimates. The government should
do. that or take the alternative of agree-
ing to a dissolution of the House and an
appeal to the country on their rail-
way policy. 'With such an understand-

ing also the opposition would consent to :

the estimates going through. _
Opposition applause and cries of “Now
you've got it,” “It’'s up to you,” “You
ecouldn’t keep it back,” ete.
Mr. Fulton, continuing, said that he

made this statement authoritatively on |

behalf ‘of the opposition.

Since 1897; he said. the increase on' the
civil Tist had been $142144, or 120;per
cent., while the increase in receipts/was
only $649,479, or 40 per cent. The in-
crease this year in the salary list was
$9,300, white. the estimates on -roads,

streets and bridges was decreased $400,- |'
000

Mr. Kidd rose to fesume the d-bate,
but the 'Speaker said he had already
spoken.

Mr. Kidd replied that though he had!
moved the adjournment of the Jdebate it !

had been on the distinet understanding
that it was the wish of the ministry.

The Speaker said all he knew was that |

he had spoken.

Mr. Oliver then moved that the stnnd-;

ing orders be suspended to permit Mr.
Kidd to speak.

Hon. Mr. Prentice said this was not
necessary, and that Mr. Kidd was right
and the ministry quite willing he should
speak.

Mr. Kidd, continuing, said the cost of
civil service had increased two and a half
times in recent years far ontrunning the
increase in population. He regret‘ed
that the revenue was not showing any
material increase, The government had
borrowed more money during the last ten

works during that period. In view of the
financial condition of the province he
considered that, the expenditure on the
civil service should be reduced.

= Thnrring to the affairs of his own con-
‘Stituency, the hem. meémber said

that they were in )
wumber «f small boldings provided that

a suitablo tract of agricultdral'land could {~

be obtained for that purpose. There was
such a suitable tract of land in the Rich-
mond district west of thé C. P. R. land,
and he hoped the government would do
something towards' furthering the settle-
ment on small holdings there. He knew
! that there were a number of people anxi-
ous to secure such holdings.

He criticized adversely the proposed
scheme for the colonization' of Bulkley
valley, a district which, according to
many p-ople who had been there, was
not altogether suitable for general farm-
ing. The scheme was espeecially un-
necessary as there were  other lands,
. nearer the established settlements, which
| were in every way suitable for settlement

available, and he thought that {h-sz

lands should be settled first. He under-
stood that there was some fine land in
the district known as the Pemherton
meadows at the head of Howe Sound,
which only required to be opened up bv

a road through the Squamish valley. If
the government were anxious to increase
agricultural settlement, this road should_
be constructed.

Mr. Hunter. said that he knew the
country Mr. Kidd referred to, and he did
not believe that the proposed road c?uld
be easily constructed. He was surprised

| that members of the opposition should op-
" pose the incrense in the salaries of cer-
tain officials, becanse session after ses-
sion they had supported such incregses.

He rallied the opposition ' for “having
climbed down from the position they had
‘once taken, that they would not allow
the estimates to pass unless the govern-
ment consented to go to the country om
Ithe railway policy. 3
L:Mr. A, W. Smith agreed with Mr.
‘[Hunter that the proposed settlement of
the Pamberton district was out of the
guestion at present. There was not very
much land available, the construction

f;tbing that ‘would make the Pemberton
; meadows of value would be the eon-
| Struction of a railway.

Mr, McBride—May I ask the hon.
member if he has made the government
promise him a railway charter as other
government supporters have done?

Mr. Smith said he had not. He
would be glad to support the construe-
tion of such a railway when the oppor-
tunity occurred. But he did not propose’,
to get a charter himself.

Mr. Kidd had two affidavits from set- |
tlers in the Pemberton district, stating !
that farming) operations could be car-
tied on very sumecessfully there,

Mr. Smith said he was afraid that the
statements in the afidavits were not cor-
rect.  He spoke from his own knowl-
edge.

Hon, Mr. Prentice said he knew tho
Pemberton meadows and  he entirely
agreed with Mr. Smith’s statements on
the subject.

Mr. Green’s amendment was then de-!
feated by 19 votes to 15 on the follow-
ing division, Messrs. Martin -and Mur- .
phy being paired, and the question be-
ing: “Shall the words proposed to be
struck out stand part of the question?”

Yeas—Messrs, MeclInnes, Gilmour,
Stables. Havward, Helmcken, Prentice,
Dunsmuir, Eberts, A. W. Smith, Elli-
son, Clifford, = Houston, “Wells, Prior,
Hall, Rogers, Hunter, Dickie, Mounce |
—19.

Nays—Messrs, B, C. Smith, Oliver,
Hawthornthwaite, Neill, Qifford. Gar-
den, Fulton, Curtis,” Munro, Tatlow,
Green, McBride, McPhillips, Taylor,
Kidd—15.

Committee of Supply.
The House- then resolved itself into

some. time ago thetgovernment had. sta@d
vor of ipcreasing the

‘| the effect that owing to

committee of supply, with Mr. Hunter
in the chair. :

The first vote, amounting to $493,-
110.31, providing for interest on public
debt and for the sinking fund was then
| considered.
| Mr, McBride proceeded to discuss each

item at some length,
| An argument arose between the chair-
‘lmar_\ and the hon, member as to the
j right of the latter to discuss the pay-
| ment of interest on thie public debt. The
lchairmml said it was contrary to all
}plecedent to discuss those items, as it
| was necessary for the honor of the pro-
{ vince that they should be paid.

Mr, McBride said that hel had only
just commenced and he expected that it
would take him several days before he
got through.

The Chairman—Are you going to vote
against the payment of this interest?

Mr, McBride—I shall not say how I
am going to vote. I may as well inform
the goverfment that the opposition will
probably take three or four months be-
fore they conclude their criticisms in
committee of supply. Indeed, we are
willing to go on for two years rather
than allow the government to do any-
thing. The position in this House is
ur-sual, and we propose to adopt unusual
steps to meet that situation.

After some further discussion Mr. Mec-
Bride moved the adjournment of the
debate, which was agreed to.

Trust Deeds Amendment Bill.

The bill to amend the Creditors’ Trust
Deeds Act, 1901, was read the third
‘.time on the motion of Hon. Mr, Eberts
and passedl. ’

Judgments Act Amendment Bill.

On report the following amendment
(in lieu of section. 3), moved by Mr.
Martin, was made to the bill to amend
the Judgments Aect, 1899: “All judg-
ments registered uuder the provisions of
said chapter 33%and amending acts, after
the coming into force of this act, shall
. rank pari passu as to the proceeds of any
| lands sold under any judgment, but this
section shall not in any way affect judg- |
ments registered under the provisions of :
the ‘l.and Registry Act’ and amending
| aets, nor judgments registered under
said chapter 33 and amending acts,
prior to the coming into force of this
act, Registration shall include re-regis-
trations and renewals.”

. Section 8 of the act was amended by
adding the following sub-section: “When
the debtor or person to pay is dead, such
motion to show cause shall call upon
the person or persons to whom the .in-!
terest of the deceased in the land i
question has passed, and upon
trustee or other person having the
estate therein, and any notice of Mo
or order made thereon under thi§.see-
tion may, in any case where, ifn-the'
opinion of the court or a judge 0
personal: service cannot be. reason#
effected; be served in such manner as th
saidi court or’ . .a judge . thereof
‘ ditect.”

{
|

Canndiafx Northern Bill, 1

The. next order reached was the ad-
journed committee of the whole on the |
message of His Honor the Lieutenant- '
overnor transmitting a bill intituled “An
Act to Aid the Construction of a Rail-
way from Victoria to Yellowhead Pass.”

Mr. Hunter took the chair.

Mr. Oliver moved an amendment to
the erratic
flature of the government's railway
policy the House had no confidence in
that policy.

The amendment was defeated by 18
votes to 15.

Mr, Neill moved to amend the motion !
by adding the following words: “But’
whereas this committee has already re-
ceived this session a message from His
Honor the Lieutenant-Governor trans-
mitting a bill for the ratification of a con-
tract made between the govérnment and
the Edmonton & Yukon Railway Com-
pany for the construction of a railway
from Bute Inlet to the Eastern Bound-
ary of British Columbia, this commit-
tee is of opinion that the bill to ratify
seid contract should be disposed of be-
fcre any other bills should be consider-
ed, giving the government authority to
meke another contract for the construe-
tion of said railway.”

The hon, member pointed out that
urless the previous contract was dis- |
posed of by the House in the usual way,
the' Edmonton & Yukon Company might
have an action against the government
for damages for breach of contract.

This amendment was also defeated.
.“Some difficulty then arose owing to
theifact that the message of the Lieut.- !
Governor transmitting the bill to  the'
House had been mislaid, and finally pro-
gi1ess was reported.

Vancouver Hospital Bill,
The bill to incorporate the Vancouver

-

of the road would be expensive, and he
Aid not helieve that the settlers would

1

in committee, Mr, Taylor in'the chair,

i Graham proceeded

{ members *
clause, for which Mr, Houston is spon-
General hospital was further. considered sor,

The following amendment, moved by
Mr. Martin, was carried: “This act shall
not come into force or have any effect
unless and until it has been-approved by
a majority of the municipal electors of
the city of Vancouver .entitled to Vvete
en money by-laws. The council ofthe
city of Vancouver is hereby authorized
to hold an election for that purposéin
the manner provided by law.”

Clauses 25 and 36 of the bill were
struck out on the imitiative of Hon, Mr.
Prentice,

The bill was then reported.

First Readings of Railway Bills,
The following bills, received fromr the

i Lieut.-Governor were reported, without

discussion,’ by committees of the twhole
House, and read the first time: - The

. Bill to aid the Construction of a Rail-

way from Vancouver to Midway, Bill
to aid the Construction of a Railway
from Midway to Vernon, and the Bill
to aid the comstruction of a Railway
from Kitimaat Arm to Hazelton.

The House then adjourned until 8.30
p. m.

EVENING SESSION.
: On the House resuming in the even-
ing the following report from theselect
committee on the Sawers charges was
received and adopted:

To the Honorable the Speaker Legislative
Assembly of B. C.:

Sir:—The select committee appointed to
Inguire into the charges made against J.
D. Graham, gold commissioner of Atlin,
by C. W. Sawers, kave the honor to report
as follows:

Charge 1. That Mr. Graham
owned the building in guestion.

The committee cannot, upon the evidence,
hold that Mr. Graham was the owner of
the building.

Charge 2. That during the nmoving he
stated that he was lending it to the gov-
ernment.

himself

Mf. Graham did not deny making this
statement, but that if made it was made
in a jocular way.

Charge 3. That'it eould not have been
sold at the time for $100.

The committee cannot say there was any
market for the building at the time of th
sale. ~

Charge 4. That a building of similar con-
struction eould have been erected for less
than $200 and in one day.

The committee are not of the vieiv that
the building could ever have been erected
for less than $200 and in one day.

Charge 5. That it was not used for the
fever patients, but as a kitchen and living
room for the nurse; the patients being con-
tined.in o large tent. 9 %

The committee find that the building was
acquired at the request of Dr. Lewis, the
medical officer, and was at first used for
fever patlents. Later it was used as a
kitchen and living rcom for the nurse, the
patients heing confined thereafter in a
large tent.

Charge 6. That at the time it was not ‘a
pecessity.. -During theé-previous winter
tents. were used for hospital purposes, .and
this bujlding was not used until after the
26th of April, 1901. &

The committee hold that as_the building
was required by the medical officer Mr.
rightly in aecquiring
same,

To sum up: The committee hold that
with the knowledge Mr. Graham had of the
condition of affairs at Atlin ‘at that’time

{'and ‘the number of bu¥idings unoccupled,

or for sale, that, althouéh hé'was protected
by the appraisement and award, that not-
withstanding same his duty was such that,
in the view of the committee, the buildings
in question were acquired at a price much
greater than the real worth of the build-
ings, and the committee cannot but feel
that the circumstances all go to proveé that
Mr. Graham was not as diligent in the pub-
lic interest as he might have been.

8. A¥'ROGERS,

19hi Chairman.

The report was received.

The Finance Minister moved that the
Speaker do now leave the chair to go
into supply. ferst

The opposition immediately objected.
The leader of the opposition said the
understanding on which he moved the
adjournment of the debate, was that the
railway bills should’ b2 considered be-
fore supply was gone on with.

Hon Mr. Prentice insisted on going
on with supply. The opposition instant-
Iv said that if the arrangement of the
'afternoon was ‘mot to be honored the
whole matter would | have to stawd
where it did. A

The Finance Minister said to pass the
interest clauses at least.

Mr. Oliver said he hoped the wrangl-
ing would not be . reopened, and. Mr.
Hawthornthwaite, who .., was’ thie inte-
medigry between thé opposition-and the:
government in the arrangement, said it

vas most inadvisable to reopen the old

The oppeosition intimated that if the
government: was not willing to go on
with the railway bills they would econ-
sent to passing the 'public bills in the
hands of private members. This was
consented to by .the government, and the
House 'passed to! the consideration of
these, Mr., McBride first inquiring what
had become of Mr, Martin’s motion of

. censure on the government filed in the

afternoon.
Mr, "Martin 'said he had withdrawn it,

Legal’ Professions Bill,

The Legal Professions Bill was com-
mitted with Mr, Clifford in the chair.
This is the Champery Bill of last year,
which was invalidated by an innocent
locking amendment by Mr. Kidd. To
overcome this the following was pro-
pcsed to bejadded as a new section:
“Section 99 of said chapter 24, as enact-
ed by chapter 4 of the Statutes of 1901,
is hereby amended by striking out al
the words thereof after the word ‘con-
cerned,” in the 14th line thereof.”

“The third schedule to said chapter
24 is hereby amended by striking out
the words, ‘you shall not be quilty of

' champerty or maintenance’ where they

oceur therein.”

The o:d debate of last year was re-
peated at length.

'The amendment was carried, but a
number of amendments being submitted
the committce rose and reported pro-
gress.

Municipal Elections Bill.

On report of the Municipal Elections
Bill, angther attempt was made to
amend the bill so that a man can vote
in but one ward of a city. Victoria city
strenuously opposed this

His motion was carried, and the

, debate on report adjourned,

e ST —————— e




