beaming

through h
get then 15 spec

tacl
each Christm, g
home in|Stuttgart.” or e iy
The cqdnversation had agg gain t
upon th¢ splendid investment i
to be offered to the Britlsh ahout
whereup¢n I half Suggesteq e e,
was readqy to go into the afr :ha
jeut. G;!esbach jumped at t::er 1:1“&'
ust as
the box o l'OlA;a
of usg took

one, 1
on thn' Stmas
eir| being pulled we’ Qiscope . )
ereq

small, byt really ace
7 |of gentlpmen's jewel:ly)ta:?:h fticles
“surprisef’ was a pair of plain .
sleeve lirfks, worth fully three E
pounds ({fifteen eor twenty dor
while thd major, with whom Iel
received |a nice turquoise Bcarfp
an incident which quite reassur ;i -
Our hdst refused to take on o ‘-mm
he declafed, "“they are for y il
dear felljws—all for you." ou, oy
So agajn the box was passed
and four|more crackers were
This tifne Morrison's bon-bo
talned a |tiny gold match- -box,
within mine I found a small char
the form|of a gold enamelled dorlrl1 En
hang upon one's watch chain. b
As thd major and I Puled
cracker, suddenly raised my f,]?]y
and. caught —sight of the eXpres s
upon the| face of my -friemd: - Galli, R
struck mp ‘as very curious. - Hijs g
low cheeks"were pale, ahd his d:‘l};
eves seenjed starting'out vt his h 2
with excifement. g
“Now, [gentlemen,” said
host, afteF he had passed t;::!‘bg;nrlal
a third tilne, first to the Italians, “;)r
handed the remaining  two bon-bo .
across th¢ table tous, “vou have ean:
a final bgn-bon. ¥n one of them wLm
be found| a twenty ‘mark piece—g
old custgm, I suggest, in order tg
mark this feative oceasion, that
whichevey of you four obtains the coi
s‘ha.ll reedive, free of any obligationn
five sharep in our new syndicate.”
1“A1m0 t ?enerouq proposal!” de-
clared my friend Galli,
with whigdh we all agreeda et
The twp Italians pulled their bon-
bops. buf were unsuccessful. The
prize—centainly a prize worth Wwinning
-—‘r;ow lay] between the major anad my-
selfl.
At thaf
bach ros
saying:

f crackers Eaeh
elebration of Chri

round
taken,
l’l con-
While

instant,

however, Gries-
from

the table suddenly,

“You to gentlemen must sottla ha
tween yqurselves. It

vou.” Ard before we y

his intentjon he passed

joining rqom, followed

Italians.
“Well,”
we were
decide it!]
long greey

I laughed to, Mor

alone. ¢Here' g«

And we both g*

: -and-gold eracker. If the
coin were| within, then I Shoudld re-
ceive a haphdsome present worth a lite
tle later $n, perhaps,’ several thous-
and pounds.

At that| instant, however, we were
both startjed by a loud smashing of
glass in the next room, curses in
Italian ajd in Geérman, and loud
shouts in | English, followed bv the
sharp repqrt of a revolver.

We _hotll sprang into !:he ro‘oi‘n‘ and
there, to $ur surprise, iound\"t'hat six
men had fntered through the broken
French wjndow, and were struggling
fiercely wifh our host and his friends.
“What ih the name of Fate does this
mean?” I |cried, startled and amazed
at that sgydden termination to our
cosy Chrisfmas dinner.

“All right, Mr. Price,” answered a
big brown{bearded man. ‘“¥ou know
me—Pelham, of Scotland Yard! Keep
an eye on|these bon-bons in the next
room. Dan’t touch them at peril of
your life!”
“Why?" |1 asked.
Then wlien our host and our two
friends hafl been secured—mneot, how-
ever, befdre the room had been
wrecked i® a most desperate strug-
gle—Inspe¢tor Pelham came forward
to where the major was standing with
me, and sgid:
“By Jovd! Mr. Price! You two have
had a very [narrow escape, and no mis-
take! Whefe are those ben-bons?”
We took|him into the dining room,
showed hith the remaining two, and
told him we had been about to pull
them. 2
“I know] We were watching you
through th¢ window. These men were
flying fron| the house when they ran
into our ajms!”
“Why ?” .
‘“Because{ they are a dangerous trio
whom we wWant on several charges. In
addition, all three, and also the two
servants, age ingenious spies. They've
been busy these last two years. They

intended to| wreak upon both of you a

terrible reyenge for your recent  ex-

posure of fhe foreign system of es-

pionage in England.”
“Revengqd!” I gasped.

venge?” g

“Well,” rpplied the deteetive-inspec-
ftor, “both| these bon-bons ‘econtain
| powerful bpmbs, and had vou pulled
| either of thkm you'd’ have been blown
fto atoms. [Thn+ --as -their dastardly
Intention. [But, rfortunately, -we got

“What re~

wind of it, ind were in time to watch
and prevent] it.”

“And only just ir the nick of time
too,” gasped the major, pale-faced at
the thought| of our narrew eseape. “I
somehow 41t all along some vagueé
presage thal evil was intended.”

The threq¢ sples were ccuveyed to
Wimbledon |police station in cabs and~
that was the last we ever saw of them.
The governtent hushed up the matter
in order to| avoid internations! com-
plications, [ suppose, but a week
later the intpresting trio were deported
by the polide to Hamburg as undesir--—~
able aliens. |~ p

Is it any| wonder therefore,
can never ldqok upon a Christoegs’
bon withouf—well, without' a
der, when recollect what: se
might have|been the fate of ‘qh Ol'
us? X i

|

th'at I ‘n
|
oF.

g

MUST NOT » "7
Wash., Deec. 23.—When. .
et Perkins went to work
as telephond operator in a loeal hotel
to-day the management required her
to give & bohd not to marry w ithin six
onths. THis instrument, duly signed
and sealed, holds Miss Perkins bonds-
men liable td the extent of $500 in the
event she bepomes a bride on or before
June 21, 19}1. The sureties are pro=
minent busigess men.
The reasoh for this unusual require=
ment by the| hotel management is thal
alf a dozer] telephone operaxm ‘l\.“
grried within as many months

Spokane,
Miss Marga

-

b}

. véry cautiousiy in the matter of

SIS STUTON
QUTE SEROUS

—

\LD. BANNERMAN |
ADVISES CAUTIOUS POLICY

_abate on Questions Proposed
to Be Submitted to
Referendum

(From. Friday’s Dally.)

By a majority vbte the ¢ity ‘council,
at its special meeting held“last even-
ing, decided to strike frem the list of
questions whieh -a number of ‘petition--
ers ask'to be submitted in the form:of
a referendum at:the forthcoming mmu~
nicipal elections, those relating to gov-
ernment by cominissioners and a new
city- hall.
originally: submitted by the pet&t!oners
was as-follows S %

“1: Shall the business of the city' be
administered by~ electéd commission-
ers, leaving to the council matters of
legislation and policy ‘enly?

“2. Shall 1mpr0\emenbs be exempt
from taxation?

“3. Shall| provision be made for the
building of jp new city hall te include a
hall for public meetings?

<4 Shall| the police and - license
commissioners be elected by the,voters
of the city?

‘“5.- Shall
be abolishe

=

saloon and bottle licenses
1 and licenses for the sale
of liquor by retail be granted only to
hotels complying with the statutory
requirements ?”

On taking the petition from the
table the mayor asked if it was the
wish of the board thatthe referendum
be submittéd. If so, quick action was
imperative. . In _his opinion the ques-
tions were [very simple, and the coun-
cil should | have no hesitency in the
matter. |

Ald. Fullerton moved that the
prayer of the petitioners be granted.

Ald. Raymond, in respect to clause
one, reminded the board that a motion
had been passed earlier -in the year
asking the legislature to give the coun-
cil wider powers for the board of con-
trol plan, and that being the .case It
might be better to await the action of
the legislature.

Ald. Langley . protested against - the
manner in which the-petition had been
introduced.~People should know what
they are asked to vote on and the pro-
posed quegtions-were - not ‘sufficiently
informative. . In respect to the first}

question he was sure that, if it were

submitted, |80 per .cent. of the people
would be simply voting in the dark—
they would not know if:the election of
commissioner implied thnt there was
to be a city couneil or not. It was all
very well to bring “thie petition ‘in at
the last moment, but it was not the
proper thing to do if the board was to
be expected to give ‘the matter -the
serious qusideration it deserved.
Theré had \been ample time for thé pe-
titioners to bring these gquestions for-
ward earlier in the year, but they had
not chosen/ to do so. * If they had even
brought them .in-a month ago the
council would have been able to put
the questions to the electors in intel-

“Ald. Bis op thought that the mat-
ter should| be left over. for the con-
sideration jof the incoming council.

Ald. Raymond said that as far as he
was concefned he would be willing to
cured—and it would -bé useless to pro-
tect Sooke. lake .unless .the other wa-
tersheds e controlled—it - would cost
for this phrpose alone, 'something like
$250,000. a8 ‘some 34,0000 aecres would
have to be acquired. -

Clause .fhree .reads. that the water
commissioper shall from time to time
therefore |it was mno use asking for
such a system here.

Ald. McKeown expressed.himself as
opposed tg the first clause in any man-
ner, shape or form.

Ald. Lamngley was- not sure that it
was part of the duty of the council to
submit any question to the electors in
response to the prayer.of a certain
number of petitioners. It was very
easy .to get up a petition on any old
thing. The present petition was not
signed by| a ‘representative :body of
citizens. .

It was [finally decided to refer this
question tp next year’s council. Ques-
tion two was allowed to stand.

In connection with quesnon three
Ald. Bannerman said the finance com-
mittee wauld like that to stand owver.
In his opinion it was more important
that the city should have a good sew-
erase ~ystem. than.an improved city

mayor—Don't yeu .think we
e the improved sewerage sys-
the city hall alse?
annerman-—I-think, your wor-
" prudence in the conduct of
rs- of the city-is. very neces-
his juncture. . The;situation is
..1ous and T advise proceeding
very cautiously. It would cost at least
half a million- dollars-to build a new
city hall and the.money can be spent
to a bettegr purpose.

Ald. Raymond took the same view

of the matter: What Victoria needed
far more/ than a new city hall were
roads, seWwers, water. and lights——the
frills could.come. a little later .on. ' In
his opinion the present city hall was
far superjor to that possessed by many
ﬁher cities of even greater popula-

‘.-dd. ishop - advised proceedlng
in-

curring -expense. Victoria had been

very forttinate in the past few years in.

being able to colleet about 95 per cent.
of its taxes, ‘but if a bad year inter-
vened anfl this -collection fell to, ‘say,

60 per cent., the situation ‘would really
be a \ery serious. one..

The mayor asked Ald. Fullerton -to
take thechair while he made a  few
remarks {n reply to Ald. Bannerman.
He. char, thsat the latter was “cross-
firing,”” in that & shert time . before he

had said [that the city did not need ai

new. spectes - of eivic ‘overnmut -and’
now he was showlnz up- howmtt

was the present system. - He. eould&-
Bure m-mbers of tha bosrd ‘that the

JA0LL OF DED

The: list ‘of :'questions ~as}

at 41, not

- fire watchman;’

people wanted those things.which-had |
been asked for in the petition and if
they did not get them, when the final
summing up came some members of

stood.

lowed to stand- and the petition as
amended adopted. The city solieitor
will at once prepare the necessary by-
law for the taking of the referendum
vote.

PLAGED AT 41
STOCJ_'(”YARD‘_S—;RE B
_STILL BLAZING FIERCELY

Fifteen: Chicago - Firemen, i
~Addition to Known Dead,
. Are Missing

.'¢rimes Leased Wire.)
Chicago, = Deg. 23.—Reports that  a
dozen stock yard laberers perished'in
the fire yesterday which killed more
than thirty Chicago firemen - caused
great crowds to gather to-day about
the.smoking -ruins .of..the. beef. ware-
house-ef Nelson Morris &.Co., at the
Union stock yards, te watch the fire-
men who are still digging in the wreek-
age for the bodies of their comrades.
Forty-three engine companies -and
three truck companies are still at the
fire. .The blaze is smouldering in the
ruins and streams of water are being
poured in to keep the fire from break-
ing out afresh. Most of the firemen,
however, are ‘searching the ruins, lift-
ing the heavy girders and the mass of
masonry that crushed out the lives of
the fire fighters.

The estimate of dead to-day is placed
including the stock yards
wourkmen reported killed..  There are
26 known dead, and 16 firemen are
missing. It is believed they perished
with their comrades.

The names of the members. of the
companies called to the fire have been
earefully checked over by 'Acting Fire
‘Marsha] Seyferlich. The search of the
ruins will pe continued until the bodies
of. the men reported missing have been
‘found or until they are accounted for
in some other ay.

The following is a revised list of
the .dead, so far .as -the bodies have
been recovered: James Horan, fire
ma.rsha.l Wmiam J..Burroughs, sec-
‘'ond assistant fire marshal; Herman
Brandenberg, lieutenant; Patrick _E.
Collins, captain; Thos. Costello,: pipe-
man; Nicholas Crane, truckman; Ed-
ward J. Danis, lieutenant; - Nicholas
Doyle, truckman; Andrew Dymuran;
Charles Le'en clerk
Chicago Junction rallwdy;.'
Moore, truckman Albert ~ Moriarty,
truckman; George Maurasklie, pipeman;
Edward Schoensett, truckman; William
P, Weber, pipeman; George Enthof,
pipeman; W. G. Sturm, - ifeutenant;
Peter Powers, truckman; - Michael Mc-
Inerny, truckman;  Rolph Reaph, pri-
~te fireman; Dennie Doyle, captain,
Frank Walters, pipeman.

The fire itself has proven -stubborn.
Although it was thought to have been
under control yesterday  morning it
broke out again last night, and to-day
the weary fre-fighters are still work-
ing to prevent a fresh outbreak. Tt is
feared that a strong wind -weyld fan
the flames to new life.

The warehouse and tallow house are
<till burning but it is now beleved that
with no change in the wind “tlhiere "is
li‘tle danger of the fire spreading to
the other parts of the stock yards.

A roll call of the entire fire depart-
ment probably will be taken some time
during the day. At first it whas planned
to eall the roll this morning, but. Act-
ing Marshal Seyferlich decided that fire
ﬁg‘nttng was the first duty and the men
are al] on duty.
~ Flags on the public schools and other

day out of respect to the dead firemen:
A dozen movements to ralse funds for
the widows and orphans of the firemen
are under way.
Three Burned in New Orleans.

New Orleans, La., Dec. 23.—In a fire
that caused $200,000 damages in the
Baronne street “business district and
heavily dama.ged the new Shubert the-
atre, three negroes were fatally burn-
ed to—day For a time the fire threat=
ened the entire district, but finally was
brought tnder control.

FURTHER EFFI]RTS

Ehgineer_s and Railway Man-
agers Conferring on New
Peace Proposals

(Times Leased Wire,)

Labor Chae. P. Neill to-day presented
the representatives of the Brotherhood
of Locomotive Engineers with a sup-
plementary- pesice proposition, and s
new couference is under way to pre-
vent a strike of the engineers on 61
western railrpads. ~When guestioned
concerning the new offer, Grand Chief
Engineer Stone said:

“This is no time for talk. T will say
that the rallroads must offer more
than they -have thus far or there will
be a fight.

“We will not arbitrate - the whole
matter of {ncreased wages. If the rail-]
roads ‘want to -arvitrate between their
"{atest offer or- I porcent and our wage
demand “of - 16 “per ‘cent. Increase, . &
Fhasls or nzmﬁtmy ‘be reached, ir

The remalning questions were al-|:

“Chartesp =~

Ottawa, Dec. 23 ——Monday next De-
cember: 26, and the following Monday,
January 2, 1911, will be.public holidays
in both the inside and outside branches
of the ecivil service, They will also au-
tomatically be non-judicial days, which
means that netes or bills of exchange
coming due on these days will not be
collectable until the following day, but
they will not be public holidays . be-
cause no proclamation has been issued

public buildings are at half-mast to-| .

10 AVERT STRIE|

Chicago, Dec. 238.—Commissioner of|

the board would ﬁnd out where they | °

he er

eé e(I'On corner of‘iFort and Gov rnment streefs; plans for whxch have been

Q
forwarded to- Eng],aud fo,q the.approval of tb,ed du;eetors of the egtaté , By "Thomas  Hooper,. architect.

llRllPPEl] BY STATE

Los Angeles Breweéry ana Metal

Workers Not to Be
‘ Prosecuted

(Times Leased Wire.)

Los Angeles, Cal.,
against 79 men charged with violating
the anti-picketing ordinance will not
come to trial- The cases were dismissed
to-day by Police Judge Frederickson
at the instance of Assistant Prosecut-
ing Attorney Reeve, The reason given
for dropping the. cases, a,ccordin'g ito
Reeve, lies in the fact that  many of
the witnesses he had intended to call

have left the clty.

There remain but 50 cases - against

Dec. 23.—Cases

persons accused of -violating this

dinance, -but few. of these, it is said,
Five of them have
been continued to future dates. The
men’ were arrested during the recent
brewery a.nd metal workers’ strike.

will come to trial.

= PUBLIC

I-}OLIDAYs

by the governor-general.

[AVIATOR. liRAl]E B

BElNli L[l(ll(fll FllR

),.

Was Blowr; ‘éut 0ver: Goodwin
Sands-While Crossing
Channel

(Times L€ased Wire.)

YL.ondon, Dec. 23.—Hoping that the broad
wings of his, Wright biplane may have
kept him from -sinking in the Goodwin
quicksands, rescue parties, searching for
Cecu - Grace, “fHie -aviator, lost yesterday
while at e '
Channel after ja successful .flight from
Dover to Cal;ﬁ gy preparlns to search
the treache s to-day. ~The Seafchf:
is extremel:,_ 3 aml ‘the .rescuers, |
with ropes and'lons planks, are hastent
1o the Goodwin sands, ready to give ald if |
possible to thd. ybung aviator.

Grace was blown from his course by an
adverse alr current. When news of the
accident was received, rescue. parties were
sent out.in all directions, and theé contin-
ental coast, frommRotterdam, Nethérlands,
to Havre, Francihand the Englisti coast

from London to 'présmouth, were patrol-
fed, No trace of the birdman was found.
It was. reported late yesterday that
Grace's iught led, ver-the Goodwin quick-
sands, and it is feared that he may have
be~—. forced to alight.

Grace wore a cork: jacket, and, if he fell
in the sea, could have kept afloat for
some time, but it is feared that i{f he was
in the wateér he could not -haye survived
until. daylight. A number of small craft
put out this morning searching for  the
aviator or his .body, which, it is believed,
the cork jacket would have kept afloat.
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MﬂTHER QEAD AND
HAUﬁHTER MAY DIE

Was First Thought a
- Starvation Case

{Times Leased Wire.)

Chico, - Cal., = Dec. 23.—Mrs. Willam
‘Whiteline is- dead, and her daughter, Miss
Lavina Corey, both wictims -of:poisoning,
is eritically -ill,” while - the police are In-
vestigating ‘what they believe-is a mys-
terions _murder. The two women, found
yesterday and carried from their home to
a‘hwgal, were -upnosed to have entered
k'xto 8 ltgfvatlon compact. . Physiclans,
“atter an ;smun}na n. declared that beth
had- T
"Mrs. “Whiteline died euly to-day. Her
Aaughteu. who was unconscious when-the
two women were taken from the house,
Tas 50 far recovered as to be able to talk.
She said she was poisoned by her mother,
but she belleves that the poison was sent
in by outsiders, who planned to. kill both
.her mother and -herself. The polson, Miss
Corey says, was in pofk gravy, -which
Fwvas™ prepared by “Mrs,  Whiteitner® Botn
partook of the gravy.

The authorities have begun an investig‘s-
tion of the case. They have two theories.
One is that Mrs. Whiteline was weary of
life and decided to kill herself and daugh-
ter; the other is that the polson was sent
by ‘séme one who desired to murder both
women. The- latter - theory - finds more
support.

The nature of the poison found has not
yet been given out. ' The police aré unable

to find a motive for the alleged poisoning.

i~

(CHURCH AND THE

Mysterious Poisoning in What

FOR CHILDREN’S SAKE.

Seattle, Wash., Dec. 23.--The regents
of the University of Washington have
announced their "acceptance of the
$30,000 bequest left by the late "Abra-
ha'd and Sigmund Schwabacher, of
San Francisco. - The money is to be de-
voted to the establishment of a child
welfare “bureau in the department of
education, The donation is. made
through the efforts of Mrs. Nathan
Eckstein, of Seattle; a daughter of
Abraham ‘Schwabacher.

STATE IN SPAIN

CORTES PASSES BILL
FOR THEIR SEVERANCE

Government Will Follow This
-Up With Measures of
-Social Reform

(Tines Leased Wire.)
Madrid, Dec. 23.—Daspite Carlist and
Clerical attempts to impede the pro-,
gress of the meéasure, the = Cortes to-
day passed the famous “Padlock bill,”
virtually providing for the . separation
of Church and State in:Spain and re-.
stricting the establishment of religious
orders. -’

Premier Canalejas did not notify the
opposition that the bill would be con-
sidered, but quietly directed the anti-
Clericals and members of the govern-
ment party to be in their seats. When
sufficient votes were on hand, the
measure was presented and passed.

Perfectly aware that the passage of
the bill will cause the Church to ap-
peal to the people to overthrow the
government, the premier has announc-
ed that he will proceed with further
anti-Clerical legislation and ‘seek the
adoption of a plan for the improvement
of the condition of the Spanish masses.
Friends of the premier declare. that
politics as well as humanitarian inter-
ests demand this action. It is asserted
that Canalejas believes that if, upon
the overthrow of - the - power of the
Church, the condition of the peeple is

terment to the abolition of - the
Church’s power and will be heedless of
the Clerical outcries ~against the ad-
ministration.

_To this end he is said to be hastening
plans for the construction of govern-
ment rafiroads, canals and- other im-
provements throughout - the .country,
together with a fairer dlstrlbution of
taxatlon.

A NERVY ROBBER.

El Paso, Texas, Dec. 23.—After rob-
bing, single-handed, nearly. & score of
passengers on an eastbqund Bouthem
Pacific frain’ within the“®1 Paso oity]
limits, an unidentified ~bandit is -be-
lieved to have madé hig wa¥ into Mex-
fco, and the police to-day offer Ilittle
hope that he will be captured. The
man swung aboard the train as it was
leaving the Stanton Street station here
last - night. Drawing. a revolver, he
compelled a porter to walk with him
through two cars and search the pas-
sengers he pointed out. The outlaw
secured $130 in cash and two rallway
tickets. - The robber then ordered a
brakeman to stop the train and
jumped off, disappearing in the dark-
ness.

HANGING NO DETERRENT.

Penitentiary Head Advises Life Sen-
terice With Possible Pardon.

Salem, Ore; Dec. 23.—“It does not
appear that the increasing number of
executions in this state has operated
as a deterrent of the crime of homi-
clde,” says Supt. C. W. James, of the
Oregon state penitentiary, in his an-
nual report to the governor, just made
public, “and as a result of my investi-
gation, observation and experience
during the past eight years, I am fully
convinced that capital punishment
should be abolished.

“Life- imprisonment with restricted
powers of pardon would prove equally,
if not more, effective in protecting so-
ciety against those who commit the
erime for which capital punishment is
the penalty and would not ;.. only be
more in accord with the spirlt of our
constitution but more in harmony with
the progressive spirit and advanced
condltxom of the present century.”

MILITARY FUNERAL
FOR FIRE CHIEF

Chicago Will Honor the Men
Who Died at Their
Post of Duty

(Times Leased Wire.)
Chicago, ‘Dec.. 23.—Chief Fire Mar-
shall James Horan, head of the Chi-
cago fire department, killed vesterday
in the falling walls of the beef ware-
house of Nelson Morris & Co.’s plant,
will be buried by the city with mili-
tary honors: Though the time of the
funeral has not yet been set, arrange-
ments have been partially completed
and the dead chief will be given the
honors usually paid to the fallen lead-

lers of armies.

\ The city. will make a demenstration
in his honor and the First Regiment,
Illionis. National Guard, the erack reg-
iment in the city, will act as special
escort when  the body is carried
thirough the streets to its-burial place.
~ The city-will also take a hand in the

-1 funerals ‘'of the other fire fighters.-who

6T the - Berkeley team with
Semﬁar. ‘Coach; -4, :Jordan, back;
(@9!1— instdesfive; : 9, WVeolz,

BT Lo LT S -

were “kifled - when . their _chief . was
crushed under the. falling masonry.
Two hundred doHars, to defray the ex-

{penses-of burlal, ‘will-be given to the

improved, they will attribute the’ bet-

0 DAY LABOR
- ON SOOKE- SCHEME

BY-LAW PROVIDES
“FOR CONTRACT ONLY

'Measure -Passed ~Last 'Night

and Now Ready for
Ratepayers

(From Friday's Daily.)

After placing themselves on record
as of the:.opinion that .the by<law pro-
viding an expenditure of oné ‘and a
haif million dolidrs on the Sooke lake
project is -faulty and therefore.is an
improper measure to submit “td the
judgment of the people, the members
of the ecity council who had.been ob-
Jecting. on these _grounds: .withdrew
their amendment at last night’s speclal
meeting of ‘the council, and thé by-law
was put through its last stages and
will now be advertised.
On’the hy-law being reintroduced
Ald.  Langley, * the mover of the
amendment, said that in view of the -
attitude assumied by the mayor that if
the amendment wag carried he would
veto the same, he and his seconder had
come to the conclusion that such a
course would only end in @ deadlock,
and that this ought. to be - avoided.
They desired that the peeple- should
be given an opportunity to vote on
the by-law. They (the dissenting mem-
bers of the council) wated more light
on the intent and meaning of the by-
law, but the mayor apparently thought
more light unnecessary. The amend-
ment would therefore be withdrawn.
At the same time, speaking for him-
self, he wished to say that he did not
withdraw one word he had uttered in
criticsm of the measure, whi¢h was
incomplete and unfit to be submitted
to the judgment of the people. The by-
lJaw did not meet the wishes of a ma-
jority of the members of the council
The by-law last year on the same pro-
ject was taking a leap in_ the  dark;
this was another leap in the dark.
“We don't know where we are go-
ing, but the ratepayers under the terms
of the by=law will be committed to the
project for good or il,”. Ald. Langley
concluded. :
“Ald. Bannerman believed thers were
just two reasons why the Esquimalt
waterworks  by-law was. defeated, cne
because the people did-not know what
the cost would be and the other be-
cause they did not know whether they
would get a sufficient supply. The first
reason- would apply with equal force
to the ‘present measure. The councH is
bound - to submit a by-law providing
for the acquisition of Sooke lake, but
the mayor had shot the.present meas-
ure into the counciljwithout: fizst refer-

legislative committee, #nd the “alder-
men - never had an opportunity of
studying it,

Concerning clauses one and two, give
ing the water commissioner. power,
subject to the-counecil, to acquire suf-
ficent land around the lake for the pur-
pose of insuring the cleanliness of the
water, and to make ‘such necessary
plans, .etc., ‘as ‘aré necessary, Ald.
Bannerman - asked' the ~mayor how
much land it is estimated wiil have to
be appropriated.

His worship answered that he
clined to say.

Ald. Bannerman peinted out: that if

the watershed, not only of the lake, but
of Sooke river and tributaries are se-
submit the question if a’'hoard of con-
trol were specified instead ot commis-
sioners.
Mayor Morley sald the board of con-
trol system as offered by the govern-
ment was no good. Vancouver had
turned it down on that account and
enter into agreements with contractors
for the doing of the work of conser-
vation and of conveying-the water to
the city, . such agréements to be sub-
ject-to the .council and also to-the ap-
proval of the ratepayvers and not to he
of any force or effect until such rati-
flcation by the ratépayers is had. Ald.
Bannerman asked if, in the event that
the work was not done by contract la-
bor but hy day labor, would it still be
necessary to secure the ratification of
the ratepayers.

Mayor. Morley believed thet all plans,
specifications, etc., would have to be
approved by the ratepayers.

Ald: Langley did not think thére was
anything in the clause which prevent-
ed the work being dohe by day labor,
and Ald. Ross declared that he @id not
believe any city would undertake such
a large work by day labor, a state-
ment _which drew from the mayer the
remarks: “Nor I efther.” -

City Solicitor McDiarmid gave it as
his opinion that the work, if -done by
day labor, would not have to.be rati-
fled by the electors.

" The clause was amended making it
gompulsory to ‘have the work -done by
contract.

The remaining clauses” papsed with—
out amendment, and the by-law. iz how
in shape to ‘be submitted to the peode
ple on Januay 12.

de-

COOK RETURNS..

New York, Dec. 23.—Dr. Frederick A.
Cook yesterday returned to hiz native
land on the ateamshlp George -Wash-
ington, as calmly as if there had never
been a north pole controversy. He said
little. A typewrittén interview, handed
to reporters, embraced all that hethad
to say, withithe exception ‘of the neces-
ary formalities .of conversation thrust
on him by interviewers.

Of far more dramatic interest
a heated controversy among
steamship passengers ~concerning
impression he had made on them.

was
the
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PATRICK STAYS WEST.

Ottawa, Dec. 23—Business cares will
keop Frank .Patrick on-the ceast this
Lyrinter,: and despite the exclusive .an-
nouncement which appeared in a_local
paper.a few days ago the Nelsan star
will not play hockey in Renfrew, not-
withstanding 2ll reports «to  the con-

| zamilv- o sach ‘of 43 A4l Saman.
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