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Al' aas gloomy magnificence in the
shamber of death : the bed curtamns of
sable veivet were fastened back with cords
:nd tassals of burnished silver; the sheet
v hich covered the cold remains of mor-
to' i» stretched beneath it, was of white
cambric of the finest texture, richly em-
proidered, and the wax candles, which
g!eamed cald and ghastly on the unco-
vered face of the corse, were sheddiog
their faint light from candlesticks of
obony, tipped with pearls. Six maidens
in robes of white satin, knelt belore a
temporary altar blazing with jewels at
the further extremitA of the apartment;
whi'e, nearer the bed of cdeatk the same
number of youths clad in mourning ha-
bits, chanted the De Profundis, almost
beneath their breath. DBut there was yet
another in that place of serrow ; a young
and lovely woman, with a blanched
cheek and a dimmed eye, whose
seemeC deeper and less susceptible
consolation than that of the maiden tram,
whose glances travelied at intervals from
the death couch tothe jewelled altar

thence to the band of mourning yoeuths

beside them. [ier eye strayed not for a

;na‘%ﬁ%ﬁ#?— o Ry f”?"l‘\nrﬁ Q) Ne
tha.daad, and at times the deen bree ,?-i--g
of her anguish causel an un: iulation in
the light cambric which covered the body.
She was very beautiful ! and zs she bent
towards Yixe ("‘»Li ' the i
"’ith her |

shouiders, m} hor la:

in prayer, whiie her .'z

round her like a o’

quuzmtn master-pic

moveless, After a ?,:.

dis died away on 1‘:;-_

ers, and there

room: the (‘u?"'ius:

which f'ell over

chamber,

wax li;;htq

umw. ted,

enrse, wi‘;h 1t closed e
lips fully revealed; aund
mystenoue rwmn) of

aid bare, as it
were, to the mOst carele~s gaze, wade
every woman- heart, save one, quuu and
sink in that proud c!umbex . uddomy a
low whispering reached the car of the
mcurner beside the couch; she started,
and looked around. A frown, half anger
and half anguish, was upen her brow, as
with a haughty gesture she waved her at-
tendants from the room—as they rose to
obey the signal, the turret clock sounded
the elevento hour, and areits iron tongue
was mute, each had revereutially Dent
the head before the death ccuch, and
departed. When the wide door slowly
closed behind the train, the lady rose
from her knees; she let fall a thick
curtain before the altar; which totally
obscured its brilliancy, and threw the
_upper part of the spacious chamber into
deep shade ; and after having traversed
the floor once or twice with a step 8o
noiseless that it was unechoed, she again
threw herself beside the corsc and entwin-
_ed her small pale fingers in the dark
~ mass of curling hair waich laid upon the
forehead ; she smiled as the raven locks
clung round her hand, but the smile was
one of fear, not happmess ; then she cast
‘her white arms across the body, and bent
over 1t until her check rested upon that
of the dead and ere long she pressed her
lips upon the lips and forehead which
-met with the chill of marble. She spoke
=—=words of terrible meaning—of unholy
I!yphutwn—of frenzied passion; and
ever and anon she wrung the head which
mm& in her emotion, and besought
return her clasp— then she bade the
) Ay 1d 50 often looked into her’s,
?;ugu as they were wont

to do—-—and

grief
of

2 ' v
AQGUT 111a hr:'iS’ Ay ..Cu

.

the lips which she had pred-
, to return her kiss, '

1 ve as they had ever

I vour wife!” she MuriLur ed in

sion; *“ am I less tender, less

than when vou won me to your

Did you not swear that while I

should never ask in vain 2

—awake—1 sue to you—I,

swore never to refuse the slightest boen |

—1I care not for aught beyond tifv;

awake embrace clasp me! and

yours, as ye have done—remair

until my poor earthly age is {»n.

we can lie side by side where vou

now streiched—her me—answer

obey me ! '—She spcke in her .

and she 7as answered—midnight tolle

from the turret clock, end at the

stroke of the hour, the hand of the

was fast lock’d in that of the corse.

cold shudder crept over her frame, but |

she did not speak, or stir; a claminy

arm  wound itself round hersslender fi- |

gure, and again a lip with the chilluess

of the grave upon it, rested on l)et‘e’-»

yes looked upon her too; largd, zud

dark, and searching eyes but t‘m;o fas

no light in them : and, finally, the eover-
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v.hom she had calied from his rest, sad

he arose. Instinctively she msenga'u%
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ghastly smile, rev Qale'] the white and daz
zling teetl beneam them, strangely
fearfully, and cold, blank, soulless eye

' fully wpon her with a lock inﬁ
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| the dark drapery;
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Qer goverciaarged

weep ; In her blindpes
looked to find hi a thus.
she again a'm.o...‘,
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the arm of the

looked up; his first horried and shives
glance was towards the veiled

and then, when the cold eye had 1
appalling and sacred glare, he tus

blank, and mcau‘npl °S§ nu his ¢

long t ‘(‘mv stood thus look king upon
cther, and at length the lady oi;e;
silent signal, and a smile more f
than an earthly frown, they sat down
side by side vpon the death couch; the
cold stiffencd arm around her—the ¢lam
my cheek resting on her bosom, and the
hollow rattling “breath waiving to and
fro her dishevelled hair. One by one
the wasted candles diea away in their
sockets and there were none to renew
them ; for who§ should dare intrude o
that proud lady in her vigils with the
dead ? Darkness came at length ; the
last poor flame sank, quivered, “and ex-
pired. No socand was audible in the
vast apartment, save the hollow and
unnatural breathing of the ¢ dead alive,”
and the beating of the lady’s heart; yet
she fancied strange voices in the silence
—whisperings, and laughings, and mur-
murings, not of this earth ; flappings, of
wings against the arras, and upon the
casements, and above all other souunds,
came the breathing, the low, and sepul-
chral maddening breathing of the fearful
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morning light had gradually

ned into day, and yet no summons

from the death-chamber to the

ing and bewildered mourners,.—
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which sefmet
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plain, as far as the eve couid dis-
‘ was covered with one enor-
mous wass cf Buffaloes.
vision at the very least computa-
tion, would certamly extend ten
miles ; and 1u the whole of this
great space, i-cluding about eight
.mivs n width {rom the b.nﬁq to
the river bank, there was apparent-
ly vno vista in that 1ncalculable
multitude.
that would have excited even the
dullest mind to enthusiasm. OQOur
party rode up to within a few hun.
hred yards of the edge of the herd
before any alarm was communi-
cated. Then the bulls, which are
always stationed round as seutinels,
began pawing the ground, aund
throwing the earth over their heads:
it a few minutes they started in a
slow clumsy canter ; but, as we
neared *hem, they quickened their
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A Conspiracy —
lates the to)low:::g
and 1 believe siill are,"two lawvers in
New York, with the peculiarly happv
names of Catchem and Chetum. Peopie
laughed at seeing thesc two names in jux-
te- position over the door, so the lawyvers
thought it advisable to separate them by
the insertion of their Christian names —
Mr. Catchem’s, name was lsaac, Mr.
Chetum’s, Urniah. A new board was or-
dered, but when sent to the pamtetl.lt
was found to be too short to admit
Christian names at full length.. The
painter, therefore, put gnly. the mt;ﬂ!‘n
before the surnames, ?.bwh made the
matter still worse than before, for there/
pow appeared—‘]. Ceichum end U.
Chetum,”




