
sSns to~methat when the relations be-Superior Court instead of by the judges of
tween the local and federal Governments the Circuit Court, as at present, would be
are of such a frIendly character, it would preferable. At the same time I am per-
be possible to bring about that change, and fectly willing that a trial should be given
the Solicitor General would confer a great to the present system, and that we should
favour on the province of Quebec if he appoint another judge for the Circuit Court.
brought all his efforts to bear In the diree- I think I am safe in saying that there are
tion of sucb a desirable modification of the 20,0O cases lnstituted before the Circuit
organization of our tribunals. Court in Montreal every year. Anybody who

will pause and think for a moment and
Mr. Q UINN. The difficulty at the moment who will estimate the number of cases which

is to decide whether, on the demand of a each one of these Judges have to try In a day,
local legisiature, the number of judges is will at once see that It would be Impossible
to be increased indefinitely by this Parlia- for any two judges to keep up the work of
ment. It has been abundantly shown that the Circuit Court, so that another judge is
the work of the district of Sherbrooke hasabsolutely necessary even If we are going
been performed by calling into that district to give the system a trial for a little while
judges from outlying districts and askinglnger. I think the time wdl come when
them to attend to the duties on the payment te Government will find it necessary to
of the regular allowance. If this Parliament return to the old system of having the
is going to appoint a Judge every time a Superior Court judges sit ln turn m the Cir-
provincial legisiature declares that one IscutCr.There is another question to which I wouldnecessary in some portion of the province, like to draw the attention of the Solicitor
it will be impossible for us to control the Gee ral, and th at t e setat in tad
number of Judges existlng in the Dominion. General, and that is the representation nmadenumer f jdge e istn nteDmin by the MNontreal, Board of Trade concerning
The hon. member for Pictou (Sir Charles %te establashment of Trae corning
Hibbert Tupper) expressed the opinion of the city of imontreal.n think the earliestmany bon. members of this House, who are opportuity ought to be taken by the Gov-members of the bar of the province of ernment to 'have a consultation wltth the
Quebec, when le suggested what I have re- Quebec Government on these different points,terated, namely, tlie calling in of a Judge including the one I am now referring to, infrom au outlying district to the clty of order that the affairs of the province maySherbrooke to do the work requlred. be better administered ln the Department

There is another question to which I mighto
refer, that of the Circuit Court Judges in which I have received from the secretary
Montreal. I cannot agree that the work of of the Board of Trade lu Montreal, enclos-
the Circuit court in Montreal Is being per- ing copies of letters addressed to the Deputyformed as efficiently as It was under theM of Justice. Ottawa, dated 3st of
old system. It lias not only the disadvan- January, 1896. and replied thereto. and thentage of keeping two or three judges lu the the answer of the secretary of the Boardone court for the trial of unimportant cases of Trade, which I shall read to the House:during the whole year, but It keeps the
judges of the Superior Court altogether in Office, Board of Trade,
the Superior Court, and does not give them Montreal, 31st January, 1898.
the experience ln our procedure and the Deputy Minister of Justice, Ottawa.
hearing of cases that they had under the Sir,-Having reference to the former corre-
old system,, when they sat alternately in spondence by the Council of the Montreai Board
the Circuit Court of Montreal. There was of Trade, pressing that steps might be taken to
another advantage in the old system as establish a Maritime Court in the city of Mon-

treal, I am desired now, on behalf of the Council,compared with the present one. A judge to earnestly press upon the Minister of Justiceof the Superlor Court having sat for a cer- the necessity for favourable action at the coming
tain number of terms in that court, and session of Parliament. It is a standing injustice
then presiding in the Circuit Court ln the to the city of Montreal that we should have no
trials of small cases, would be better able Maritime Court here. We have no facilities for
to decide when a sufficient amount of evi- dealing with maritime matters other than the
dence was adduced than a judge who was ordinary courts of law, Involving almost prohibi-

tory delay and expense. The only option wecofined altogether to the Circuit Court. e is to proceed t Quebec with our lawye
There ls another point. A judge of thie and wItnesses, again making It a most expensive
Circuit Court, in a very short time, realizes matter.
the fact that there Is no appeal from his We venture to suggest, as a practicable mode
decision, while a judge of the Superior of dealing with èhe subject, that the present
Court, always knowing that there is an ap- judge of the Vice Admiralty Court in Quebec
peal from his decisions In that court, Is mlght hold occasional sittings ti Montreai from
more careful in trying cases ln the Circuit time to time as necesslty arises.
Court, being under the impression thatthhere I am, sir,
might be possibly an appeal. I believe that Yours obediently,
the impression now existing lin Montreal Is GEO. HADRILL,
that the old system of trial by judges of the Secretary.

193
REVISED EDITION.

G14-3[M-NAY 26, 1898]6145


