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PREFACE.

The poritnl wlik'h has olapaod Kinee the first nclition of tliis work aiipi^ared,

Iiiis hud a more imiiortaut inihicnco on the social and t onmiorcial progress of

Iho world than any rocordod in liistory, and in no part hns this change

been more evident than in the countr^'is around the North Tncifio Ocean.

Twenty years ago Califoniia was little more than the hunting ground

of the Indians ; its ports and chief places were only occupied by a few in-

dolent half-breed Spaniards. British Columbia and its primeval forests had

been untrodden by civilized man. Bohring Sea had not then been visited

by the whaling-iloot, which has since drawn such enormous treasures from

its waters. Kussian Tartary and its great river Amur, one of the largest in

the world, were unknown. Japan was a sealed empire, and the various

archipelagoes scattered over its sui-face, teeming with people, were only

visited on rare occasions for the pearl oyster or biche-do-mar they produced.

How all this is changed, the brief notices scattered throughout this book

will show.

The vast extension of steam navigation by the introduction of the screw

propeller ; the establishment of sub-oceanic telegraphy ; the development of

the gold fields (if Western America and Australia, and the consequent gi-owth

uf the State of California ; the opening of the vast empires of China and

Japan to the world's commerce ; the union of the Atlantic and Pacific coasts

by the railway aci-oss the isthmus of Tanama, and the Pacific Eaihvay

to San Francisco ; the transfer to the United States of the Eussian Ter-

ritory in America ; the more perfect organisation and development of the

commerce with the islands ; with innumerable other evidences of progress

in uU (quarters, have so altered our relations with the remote countries
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