
BIRDS

BIRD ENEMIES

How Burely the birds know their enemies! See
liow the wreiM and robins and bluebirds pursue and '

scold the cat, while they take little or no notice of the
dog! Even the swaltew wiU fight the cat, and, »-
lying too confidently upon its powers of flight, soffie-5

times swoops down so near to its enemy that it is caught
by a sudden trtroke of the cat'p paw. The only ease
X Imow of hi which our small birds fail to recognise
their enemy is furnished by the Omke; Apparently
the little birds do not know that this modest-colored lo

bird is an assassin. At least, I have never seen them
scold or molest him, or utter any outcries at his jwes-
ence, as they usually do at birds of prey. Probably
it is because the shrike is a rare visitant, and is not
ibttnd in this part of the country during the nesting iff

season of our songst^^
- But the Wrds have nearly aU found out the trick of
the jay, and when he comes sneaking through the trees
in May and June in quest of eggs, he is quickly exposed
and roundly abused. It is amusmg to see Uie robhis20
hustle him out of the tree which holds ihmt nest.
They cry "thief, thief!" to the top of their voices as
they (^arge upon him, and the jay retorts in a voice
Bcarcdy l»is compBmenUu^ as he makes off.

The Jajm have tfac^ enemies dec, and mSed to keepas
an eye on their own eggs. It would be MBM^fig to
h»m if Jays ev«r nh i&ys, or m/m piu&^ «mw»;
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