
nearly )5(>,00U,0OO, or a proportion ot alx.ut 74 per coiit.
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18J, ,s shown m tho increas., in Mi,, proportion of the value of the
total mineral production to be credited to the metals, fn 181)G these
constituted about 30 per cent, whiLst in 1S97 this proportion whs
increased to nearly 49 par cent.

Turnin-to the non-metallic products, wf. find that as far as th.'
data at present available permit of a conclusi..n boiny arrived at, the
total value shows under -J per cent of an increase over that of the
previous year I he only considerabl,. chanty* to be noted is that
>(ivu, under the heading, asbestus. wh..re the ,|uantity has more than
d.mbled, whilst the value has fallen off almost iT) per cent This is due
t.) the fact that the output of th.> n.-w bv j.rodiict asbestic, is included
This constitutes over half the wei;,d,t of the whole, but bein-' a low
priced article brin-s down the price per unit very much. The returns
hi.wever, show also a falling oil' in the prices of the usual irrades of the
mineral apart from the above iiillueiice.

In the important mineral coal the vaiiation is but little The
falling oil ,n the production of the hi-h.'r priced mineral of British
-olumbia and the increase in that of No\a Seotia at a lower ..rice
causing a fall in the total value, fn gypsuiu the increase in the
value IS larger than that shown in the .juantity. This is due to the
hirger proportion of the high.-r priced product, Plaster of Paris in-
cluded ,n the returns for 1897. The lower average price rulin-
during that year for petroleuu. caused the decrease in the value ol
tins article to be rau -h greater than that in the .|Uantity.

The following table gives the proportional values of the diiTerent
minerals in the grand total. It is interesting to m)te the changes in
their relative position in 1S97 as compared with 1896—

18%. 1S1I7.

I'lionucT.

O.ia)

15uil(ling uijiterial

Cdld
Silver

Xickfl
rcti'dicuiii

Copper
Lcail
Aslicstiis

Xiitnrai (ia.s

Cflllcllt

Iron

<'.V|)sum f .

,

Salt

T'cr cent
of

Total
I'roduction.

31 it4

1572
12 •30

!l 50
25

i> 11

4 52
3 20
1 1)1)

1 •).)

8!»

85
7!)

75

I'lioorcr.

Coal
(Jold

liiiildiiit'' iiiatcnal
.Silver

Co[ip('r

Nickel
Lead
I'etroleiini

Natural <ras. . . .

Asbestus
Cement
< lypsuni
Coke
Salt

I'cr cent
of

Total
Production.

31

21 50
12 •50

11 54
J) 21
4 80
4 85
3 51

1 13
1 13

il5

84
73
C()


