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Paul and

Silas, " Sirs, wha' must I do lo be save:!-' .he answer he

f
received was this, "Believe on the Lo^d Jesus Chriat, and
thou shall be saved, und lliy house.*'— (Acis xvi. 30, 31).

Here wc find Jesus Christ acknowledged as the only "way,
the irnt!), and the lifp."— (John xiv. 6). But we are in-

formed, thai there are lliose, in this our clay, who say, ihal

unless you go in ihe way they point out, a way of whic.i

we find no menlicn made in the Bible, there is no salvation

for you,—that, unless you are willing to declare yourself

for Christ and place yourselves under their special direction,

you must consider yourselves " for the Devil." It is

asserted that, when ihey have brought up to this narticular

seat those whom persuasion, fear, or force has been able

to • "ove, they entirely forget the direction of St. Paul, to do
all ihings "decently and In order" (I Cor. xiv. 40), but

assail the throne of grace with such shf;uts, as would make
ouc imagine that they supposed " the Lord's ear was indeed

heavy, that he could not hear." "^ou that have witnessed

this, compare it with what St. P. r! jays :
" If therefore the

whole Church bo come together into one place, and all

speak with tongues," (that is, in a confui^ed rnannor, so that

none can understand what is said), " and there come in

those tnat are unlearned, or unbelievers, will they not say

that ye are mad?" "God is not the author of confusion,

but of peace, as in all churches of the saints."— (I Cor. xiv.

23, 33). Though this language was first addressed lo liiose

who misapplied the " gift of tongues," yet it must be ac-

knowledged by all sober-minded Christians as applicable

to those who, a score at u lime, address the throne of grace,

each at the height o( his voice, some in supplication, some
in thanksgiving, some in deprecation, and others in the

language of triumph.

However well calculated this confusion may be to work
upon the passions, or to aflect a hecited and excited imagi-

nation, it ill accords with that humble, holy, chastened

feeling of adoration with which we sinner;^; should approach

"the high and lofty One that inhabileth eternity, whose
name is -loiy,"—Him, who thus speaks of himself, " To
this man will I look, even to him that is poor and of a con-

trite spirit, and trembleth at my word."— (Isaiai. Ixvi. ?).

You all remember how Elijah, the prophet of the Lord,

mocked the worshippers of Baal and said, " Cry aloud ; for


