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[themselves in a perpetual covenant of peace and

[friendship. As the emigrants who founded this co-

llony were voluntary exiles from religious persecution

in England, and were guided by an unconquerable

love of liberty, they took care to guaranty to all the

rights of conscience, and to guard, in the most sacred

[manner, the original interests of the aboriginals of the

[country. And it is due to historic truth to say, that

! William Penn surpassed all his competitors in his

strict adherence to the terms of the treaty with the

Indians, and in commanding their respect and confi-

dence. The name which was given to the colony,

Pennsylvania^ (Penn^s Woods,) indicated his own right

in the soil, a right secured by a double purchase, first

from his king, and secondly from the natives, while the

name given to the city (Philadelphia, meaning brotherly

love) served as a memento of the sacred principle

which bound them together as a band of brothers. I

need hardly add that this state has ever been distin-

guished for its stern adherence to those principles of

liberty and equality by which it was first bound together.

The colony of Georgia was established in 1733,

under the patronage of General Oglethorpe, chiefly

by members of the Church of England. In 1736
the colony was visited by the Rev. Messrs. John and

Charles Wesley, at the request of the trustees and

governor of the colony, as missionaries io the Chero-

kee Indians. Here, also, the principles of civil and

religious freedom were interwoven into their institu-

tions, and have since guided their legislature in their

civil enactments.

Settlements were made in Vermont between the

years 1744 and 1749. The oldest town, Benning-
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