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on the frefent Occajion, 53

Wb fliould, moreover, be very far from indulging

to any kind of cxcefs, or riotous joy, *)n this happ^
occafion. Some -chereai^; who fcerh to think they

cannot be fufBciently glad and joytul on fuch occa-

fions, 'IJ^ithout behavirvg more lik€ the ancient Bacchi-

nalians^ dr madmen^' than like ChHftram and reafonable

creatures I running into many foolifh exctflVs quite

inconMent, not only with chriftian fobriaty, but with

£ivil orckr.- Let i^ be admunifhed to abltam from
every kind and degree -of extravtiganti, riotous mirth;

" It is better, fays Solomon, to hear the rebuke oV
** the "fJife, than for a man to hear the' fbng 6\ fools.

•• For as the crackling of thorns under a pot, fo is

^ the laughter of fools : this alfo is /vanity."
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In the next place : We (hould be at leaft equally

far it^tti taking pleafure in refledin^ On the miferies

which our enemies fijffer. We may, ifndeed, reafona-

biy 'rejoice that God has given us fuch fuccefs againfl:

them[;''ias may probably put it out of their power to

harm us for. the future. But their calamities and dil-

treiTcSi amfidered in themfclves, are no proper ground

of gladtJefs to us. And if any part of our joy on this

occafion arifcs from hence, fo far it is contrary to the

fpirit of the gofpel. If we have good and benevolent

hearts, we cannot but be touched with pity for thofe

unhappy people, however malicious they have been

tqwards us i efpecially for the poor women and* chil-

dren, who can hardly Jbe fuppoied . to have been " in

this tranfgrefTion, " with the reft. Yea, if we could

felievb them in their diftreffes, without hazard to our-

fclves: and the public, the great law of charity would

oblige us to do it ; Whereby we (hould fulfil that evan-

gelical command, ** If thine enemy hunger, feed him •,

•* if Jie thirft, give him drink : For in fo doing thou^

** Ihait heap coals of fire upon his head,'* - ^mm- .*!
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