
Theocratic Quebec. U
survival wag flrat recounted to the world in 1887 when
Cassf,8m wrote hia "PMerinage au Pays d'Evan^
line. ihe handful of peaaantg who were driven from
thfcir homes and scattered over the Atlantic sea-board
in 1755 have developed into a vigorous people, proud
of their history and confident in the future They
have their own flag, their own national holiday, theirown newspapers; in the public schools they are aUowed
*'rench books and French teachers. AU this is very
remarkable; and it was accomplished entirely under
the leadership of the church. It has given the church
one more claim upon the gratitude of the French-
Oanadians, because the two French peoples are draw-
ing closer together as they feel, more and more the
necessity of union in the struggle to maintain theircommon nationality.

i.- -T''4'"-"^^il!5''^'"®^ against the barbarians the

n I ^*' recegerjgBHSrSotaMe rewSras:—JdJove"
all, she has received the loyal support and affectioi ol
the peop e she KsTBrve* Cardiual Vannutelli . as
he passed up the St. Lawrence to represent the Pope
at the Euehanatic Congress in 19i p ,

rpn^iyp-,] f,^..
evMXJgrwl i 1 11 ! il n attorss a welcome ff hi^.,h eoulfl ha^^~

'

J)e^ equalled injo other country Ja the world He
said that It reminded him of a day in the Middle
Ages. No better description could have been given
of the spirit which animates Catholic Quebec Where
else are episcopal decrees obeyed as if they were the
judgments of civil courts or the enactments of civil
legislatures J Where else do powerful newspapers and
popular theatres wither and die under the blight of '•

eeclesiasUoal interdict » Le Canada-Bevue wu
destroyed because, with some show of reason, it at-
tacked the morals of the clergy; L'EUcteur wa«
destroyed because it held that voters need not follow
the directions of the church on political and constitu- ,

tional queations.t The ThatrelST^ouveauWwai
- forced to close its doors and afterwards accept a board
of clerical censors because it produced a play which
seemed to condone suicide.§ It is upon the same sanc-
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{See below, Chapter V., Section 3.


