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fifuge tat the opprenod, a refugt in timet of trouble.^' Though but

oonpaniti|ply lew, there were some, even in thoie timee of nruMeit

darkneii) who, ** abidine under the shadow of the Almighty,^ could

g^,
** we are peraecuted, but not foraalcen ; cast down, hut not dea*

troyed."

The period ofa large deliverance to the people ofQod at lengrth arrived.

The deliverance came, by means ofthe simple proclamation ofue glorioua

Ooipf1 of the blessed God. It was first enjoyed, in sreatest extent, on the

continent of Europe. Many faithful witnesses for Christ made their

uipearance, testifying the immediate necessity of repentance towards

qod) and faith in the Lord Jesuff Christ. The sword of many enemiea

was raised—but fell powerless before the uplifted sword of tne Spirit,

wbioh is the word of Ood. And though many Kings and great men of

the earth took counsel together, against the Liord and His Anointed, yet,

when a testimony for Cnrist was publiclv raised. He who hath the

hearts of all men at His disposal, and to wnom all power is,committed,

biought the hearts of many Rulers of nations to the beliefand obedience

of the truth, and incited them to raise their arm of secular power acainit

the long dominant, intruding secular power of him who opooaed and

ejCRlteahtmsetf above all that is called Ood, or that is wormipped.*—

Churches were immediatelv formed, wherever the truth of the Gospel

wiilmown, preached ana professed. The servants of Christ met to-

Ather in solemn Aasemblv, afler the Divinely recorded example of the

Irathren at Jerusalem, tie who is the Governor among the nations,

give the revived churches favour, in the eyesuf many civiiElulere—4ina

thus mightily grew the word of God and prevailed.

When churches were formed, by means of the preaching and study

of the word, it became a question, an important one^ one which, with

the Bible now aa their supreme guide, must necessarily have compelled

thi attention, both of the pastors and the flocks, what was the method
fa^ which the churches were to be governed, under the Divino Head, the

Rideelner ? In other words, under what form of ecclesiastical govern-

BMtl should pfttors labour, and the flock of Chrirt be fed and managed
—tU enjoyingthe blessings connected with the administration of Chrlst^a

onUiMnpee among them?

It ought to lie remembered that thodt'who formed the churches at

thpt tine, both the oastors and flocks, had, in common with all othera,

biin Kving under tne deadening influence of systems, opposed, both to

tkaletter and the epiritof the Bible, and that with the Bible itself, very

ftiW^efthem were intimately acquahnted, because of the want of its frec<

iBd ahaodant circulation. Notwithstanding ail this, it ia a remarkable

tet, tbet the cnorches which were formed throughout the continent of


