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Andes, according to the best maps, seem to (ex-

pire in the ridge railed Sierra Tagurgona, which
may be said to be lost in the sea on the west of

the gulf of Darien. This ridffe, with the peak
of I*anama, belong to South America : but the

inspection of any good map of this part will

sufiieiertly shew that the ridges in the province
of Panama have not the smallest connection

with the Andes, but are scattered in every di-
j

rection. On the west ofthat province, as already

stated, a considerable chain ])asses north and
south, which may be regarded as a imtural di

vision between the two great portions of Ame-
rica. This chain is called the Sierra de Canata-
gua. The ridges in Veragua also run north
and south, ana on the west of that province is

tlic volcano of Varu. Of the nature and height
of the mountains in Mexico there is no particu-

lar account. Not far from Vera Cruz, Chappe
D'Auteroche ascended a mountain of great

height, which seems to have been volcanic ; and
he adds that the mountain of Orisaba is huid to

be the highest in that region, the snowy sum-
mit being vj^ible from Aiexico at the distance

of twenty iSSiies.

On the jWeicem side of North America vol-

canoes have iNwn observed by navigators ; and
one is said to exist in the province of New
Hampshire.
Inhabitants.—The next tc^ic which occurs

is the ancient population ; h\h our knowledge
of the Amifrican languages is still so imperfect,

that the subject is involved in great doubts.

—

None of the native nations of America displays

the smallest trace of the oblique eyes, and other

i*emarkable features by which the inhabitants of
eastern Asia are distinguished. Far from this,

Pallas, I^sseps, Tooke, and other skilful en-

quirers, have pronounced that the Techucks and
Koriacks undoubtedly proceeded from America,
us they have not one Asiatic lineament.
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It is to be regretted time, neither in North
nor South America, have the languages been

compared, analysed, and classed, ah lias been
done with regard to the nu i.roi.s tribes subject

to Rus"'- and China. Hence, instead of solid

knowledge, we are overwhelmed >vith jjctty

distinctions, and names without ideas. Upoii
one point only do investigators seem to bo

agreed, that the friendly and helpless people in

tne furthest north, called Iskimos by the Cer-

man settlers, and in the French mode of spel-

ling Esquimaux, are the same race with the

Samoieds of Asia, and Laplanders uf Europe.
These, with the Peruvians and Mexicans, Dr.

Forster chases to consider as strangers who have
settled in America.
The curious question concerning the popula-

tion of America can only be duly examined
after the various dialects have been compared
with those of Africa ; for to those of Europe, or

Asia, they certainly bear no resemblance. To
trace the population from the north of Asia, not
to mention the positive contradiction of facts,

would be an unnecessary restriction of the sub-

ject, as the progeny of so cold a latitude is ever
found rare, feeble, and unenterprising; while if

we consider the proximity of Africa, and the

many copper coloured nations which are there

to be found, there will be little reason to hesi-

tate concerning the progress of the Africans to

Americans, as well as to New Holland. This
resource alone remains ; for it has already been
seen that the language of the Malays, who ex-

tended themselves so far to the east ofAsia, has
no connection with that of the Americans.

—

Amidst the wonderous dream^of antiquaries it

is surprising that none has attempted to prove
that the Mexicans and Peruvians were descend-
ants of the Carthagenians, who fled to the Hes-
perides in their abhorrence of the Roman yoke,
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