
73

falls Into the lake. Here we spent all that month

in building a fort forty feet long, and eighty broad

;

made with great square pieces of limber laid one

upon the other.

On the third of December wc embarked, being

thirtythree men, in eight canoes, and having rowed

about twentyfivc leagues up the river Miamis to

the southwest, we could not find the place where we

were to land, and carry our canoes and equipage in-

to the river of the Illinois, which falls into Missisip-

pi. Our savage who was hunting ashore, not find-

ing us at the place of portage, came higher up the

river, and told us we had missed it. So we return-

ed and carried our canoes over land to the head of

the Illinois river, which is but a league and a half

from that of Miamis. We continued our course

upon this river very near the whole month of De-

cember, towards the end of which we arrived at the

village of the Illinois, about one hundred and thirty

leagues from fort Miamis. We found nobody in

the village, which caused a great perplexity among
us ; for though we m anted provisions, yet we durst

not meddle with the corn they had laid under ground

for their subsistence, and to sow their lands with ;

it being the most sensible wrong one can do them,

in their opinion, to take some of their com in their

absence. However, our necessity being very great,

and it being impossible to continue our voyage

without it, Mr. la Salle took about fortv bushels of

it, hoping to appease them with some presents.

We embarked again with this fresh provision,

and fell down the river the first of January, 1680.
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