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Sir, if there be a situation in life, public or private,

here a wise and just man wil! net jealous s^uard on

is reason, it is, when he bends its powers to decide

tifrom South » question of disputed r- lit, to wnirh he in one of

rccive no evi- the parties. The best of us are but men. Our

1 ask him, iis Jongrings tin»e our judfi^mrnts. Thaf which we d«-

;ven thousand pire should be, how readily do we find, or frame, a

;d south of the plea to justify ! When our wishes urge, or our in-

•, iins found « terests "solicit, how prone are we all to rush upon

to pnss over, conclusions, to whicn our unbribed reoMon would

It the Mucison never have assented !

It viobince, in- In a spirit of scrupnloua sclf-watchfulnoss, then,

I the American let ui approach this question. In the great causo

of these Stales Bow pending between us and Ena:li«nd, before the

lliey pfjrsisl in tribunal of the civilized world, let us adopt the priii-

liiive «irongei Ciples of her declaration ratlur than those of our

Tl»e followini own; let us take the testimony of her witnesses,

,.
''

rather than of those it is our equal privilege to sum-
won. And if, even out of these materials, of our

's'''''"otyi''r ('om opponent's own selection, wf^ can still erect an im-

i)i.-"l"'ii?tt Smuui pregna!)In title, not only to what we have claimed

commentaries thereon, I assert, broadly and positive-

ly, that this very document recognises in Spain—and
consequently in us as Spain's asBl;;ncc—an abso-
I.MTK AND UNDIVIDEP RICIIT OF TRRItlTORV, I'P TO
THE LATITTIKi: Ofi' FORTY-N'INr. AND A IIALr: and, IN
BOTH NATIONS, A JOINT RKiHT OKSKTTI GMENTTHENCC
TO THE HOVNUART SINCE Ar.REKD UION WITH Rc8-
SIA.

I repeat it: by the Noolka Sound Convention,
England wholly abandons to Spain nil territorial

right south of latitude forty-nine and a Imlf; and
acknowledcjes in that country equal rights with her
north of that parallel.

As to »he pccurary and justice of this view of th^s

case, I submit it, without one doubt as to the result,

alike tu scrupulous friends at home, and to just-mind-
ed enemies abroad. If to the learned gentleman
from Virginia, [Mr. B*ti.v,] who did not allude U)
It yesterday in his arirument on title, or to n»y one
else, it .swm overstrained, his attention 1 nsk to

the proofs I am about to adduce. Let him aufler
me, in the first place, to refer him to an episode io
British history, instructive in itself, ns a specimen

n of the Asiatii
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of flie temper and policy of that powerful govern-
the I'ligft Souni |yp„ self-jealousy may be aati.stied; and the judg- moot, and especinlly interesting in connexion with

"""'""''""''.;
*(ient of a candid world must, iteitbice, be given m her diplomacy at the present day.

m{ lutije imporii. fur favor. ! " was in 1790. William Pitt, the ablest of tory
if'ihclest l)rifil! : England, pending this rie<,'otiiilion, has virtually I .statesman, the be.it friend of negro fitedom in Eng-
<)it(Mi«dintofarn;

|||j^^jjf,j,g(j j,]| pli^jpjj, f(,,,„,jj,j Qi, ji(,(.()^,pry or prior ' liifid and of feudal slavery in France,— Williaai
.
3:i9.

settlement; (I very sutlicient proof, th.U she does not
j

Fitt was prime minister. In May of that year, a
erve; their cen. ^i^gjjg,. d^pu tenable. In the official statement by ! royal message declared to Parliament, that certain

y, at the south- ||g,p|g„jp^((.p[ ^ies, apiiendcd to the protocol of , British vessels had been seized on the northwest,
point at which ^g gj^j^f, contti nee held in December 18*.2t), they ' coast of America, by a Spani.sh offii;er. and that a
ication hence tc I,,^]j,fg.

j

demand for pati.sfaction had been fruitlewsly made
1
terminate, anc T

..^r^at,,v^f ^^^^^ n,aj. ],av,. wen, howevor, either on (lie I
upf " Spain. The message therefore loconiaiendei

rt of (Jreat nritm.i, or on the lart ol .spuin. piinr to thi; ; vigoi'ou.'? preparation for War.
nvention of i:9'i, it wa'i. fium th.-.ice loiwiu.l, ;,<, /-iHtr,-

j ']„ confirmation of this alleged outrage on the
British flag, a memorial was, a few day.i afterwarus,
presented to Parli.iment, signed by one John

_,.. •-• , 1 ., 1 1 1
Mearen, commander of the vcsselt:) in niie.stion, in

This proposition, ;: U l.e admitted, narrows down '

^,,i,.,, ^e stated, that he had re;..,l.cd Noolka, on a
e whole controversy to a very simple point; to an

j
tiding voyngo, in 1788; that he had then pu.cliased

amination, namely, ot the '-text and stipulations"
f,.,„^, Maquinna, the native chief, "a spot of j-round

the con ventionm question, as the only )u.t8>mn:e,,yl,c,p„„'j,„ ^^-^^^ ^ j,,,,,^^ f^^^ \-^ ocnwMo.u.l re»-
title, in either nation, to territory on the North-

I i,,^,,,,,.,, ,,,^( j,^ afterward, proccided to Cl.i.ia; and
itrv be? HoM ^^^/ *^"'*'''''

. , , i .i • i-. .• j
in 1789 sent two ve>sels to the north west coas:; that

if she would <Jurnegotiatorshaveargue«, that this Convention,

terests that wil S«'"f^^'^o';''''-''"n"!j"'y
characto^r, was annulled

and nriv'Oy the war between bpain nna (jreat Lriiain, de-
" dared in 1"9(). But Mr. i*;ikenliani still stoutly

In his letter to Mr. Bu-

br truceil ill luaiif iiairati.e.'. .;/' (/ivcoit!' v.

r(nc'iT/,T,^ii/. Imt in the lexl and " inuliitionx of

|»elf."~/;oj. 199 H. R. '-'O.'.'i C'trn. lit stvs. /-.

li-tt I iinrii-tiiri I

ion

Carolina think
rti«»nta'ns tJie contrary

that no notice
f^^^''^"

«' ^"'y '^^^ ^^"^ says:

squired.' thot wt i "The Ncoiku .Somu', ''ouvLiilion has oontinueil in full diul

MOUS inactivity (Ipniplete force up to the present moment

j

these had been seized in the name :" the Spanish

I

Kill?, while at anchor in Nooikn Sound, by Dou

I

Martinez, who had previously made a Sp;iiK-,li set-

1 tlement there; that their crown had been .S'tit, as
I
Usurpers, to a S|ianish prison; and that the Jlag of

I

Spain had been hoisted on "the laiid.s" lulonging
;
t;) the memorialist.
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A negotiation ensued. Spain offered to .'submit

He argues, in another part of the same letter, in
i

«•>« "'='"^'" '" "'-hitration, by any one of the Kings

ard to this Convention, that °' »^"'ope, to be chosen by England; but the Brit-
ish Government, not then as much in favor of that

"It must he rorisidered as .in acknowle.igment of .xi.ting
j ^ode of settling a dispute as now, refused all arbi-
tration and hastened her military preparations;

setasiMeby ii cessution of fiienilly tx-iiitioin l)'etwpen ' equipping, by incredible exertions and at a 'ost ol'

l»*">"
j

fifteen million dollars, seventy ships of the line in

In so far as the Convention actunlly recpgniaes ter- \
five months. Spain, in this emergency, apjilied for

torial rights, then exis/in^, there is force in the
j

aid to the National Assembly of Franee; and iVfir.i-

l)ove view. And, at ail events, after such a decia- ;
beau reported in her favor. The language of l.ia

^tion, Engl , id is for ever barred from demurring ' report might almost be auppo.sed to have supplied a
text for use in our own day:any eonclosion, to which, following the text and

ipulations of that Convention, we may justly ar-

Ive.

I
Now, taking the words of that Convention thus
rpressly appealed to by (ireat Britain, interpreting
kese in their plain and obvious sense, corroborated
lidelucidaled by the most authentic coteinporaneous

'Shall we Jo so much injuttice (snid he) to the rharacter
oftwo t'nlighteiie I natiuni!, as to suppose they woiilil lavish
their Mood and treasure for the acquisition oi eo 'iiv.aut, lo
barre ii a spot of grou iid ?"

With many high corfjpliments to England the
report concludes, that Spain nm.it not be ittsertcd.


