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hood of Realejo abounds in hard wood, rcddilh ce-

dar, and all kinds of fhip timber. Here we took

the opportunity of buying four boats, of about

twelve toris, and thirty-two feet in the keel, prime

faiior"', being built for failing and rowing.

On the i6th of Jpnl we Tailed from Realejo for

Saragua, or rather Sahigua^ paffing among the itles

and tiats of Chamilli^ by which name alfo this

harbour is often called by the Spaniards. It lies

in 1 7 degrees, 31 minutes, north- latitude, and 580
leagues north weft and by weft from Realejo. At
Salagua, and another town, called Compojiella^ near

the former, we entered a mailer of a bark and his

fix men, who followed the pearl trade with the na-

tives of California^ and thefe catch them on a bank,

at 19 degrees, north-latitude, beyond that of St.

John*Sy which lies in 24. I'his pearl fifhery bears

20 leagues north- north-eaft from Cape Si. Luke,

which is the fouth eaftermoft part of California.

The mafter inforn eu Jmiral de honte, that 200
leagues to the norrhjvard oi Cape St. Luke^ a flood

from the north met the fouth flood, and that he

firmly believed California to be an ifland. Upon
which, Bon Diego Penelofja (nephew to Don
Loitis de Haroy chict miniftcr in Spain) a young
nobleman of very extraordinary knowledge in

cofmography, and not leis fkill in all the parts of

navigation, undertook to difcover whether Cali"

fornia was an ifland or not, which before was an

undetermined point, or rather, it was held to be a

peninfuia. Befides his own fliip, he had with him
th" four failing- boats, which had been bought

at Realejo^ and the pearl- dealers, who came on
board of us at Salagua.

Admiral de Fonte left them to profecute this defign

on the loth of May^ 1640, failing within the .Hands

of Cbamilliy and after coming up with Cape SabU,

on the weft-fouth-weft co^H of California, and in

20 de-


