
THK NORTH AMERICAN INDIANS. M-

Ivive no rif^lils, property, or iMliiciitioii, they aro degraded and

ferocious; and if the passions of their savage natinr aro not de-

veh)ped in deerls of earnage, it is becanse they arc l)ri(i'ed by tiio

strong arm of power. If we trace the nations of Enrope from their

former state of barl)arism to their present moral elevation, we shall

find the same ea\ises to have always operated. The first step has

always l)cen the aetpiisition of permanent habitations, and the conse-

(pient love of country, and of home. Domestic comforts warmed

into life the social virtues. The possession of property followed,

and then personal and civil rights one after another were conceived.

Then emancipation from their chiefs ensued; and political rights

began to be demanded. The state of war Ijecame inconvenient.

It was now the interest of the honest and industrions to protect

themselves against plum., r and violence; and deeds of murder and

robbery ceased to be considered heroic. Commerce between nations

softened prejudice, proi^sced the interchange of commodities, en-

couraged the arts, ;..id ilarged ^the stock of knowledge. And

lastly, hand in hand, came education and religion.

The ministers of the Clospel and the schoolmaster have been

powerful agents in these changes; but they have never marched

in the van. They form an efiiciont corps in the main body, but

their business is to secure and improve the acipiisitions which Iwne

and muscle, and skill and courage, have obtained. As the rille

and the Jixe must first sulxlue the forest, before the husbandman

can cuHivate the .soil, so must tue strong arm of the government

j)ro(luce peace, enforce obedience, and organize a system of civil

rights and restraints, before tlie mild precepts of the Gospel, and

the fructifving streams of knowledge, can be made to pervade the

wilderness, and teach the desert to blossom as the rose.

The spirit of the age calls aloud for a change in relations wilh

the Indians. There is a general movement tlu'oughout the civili/ed

world in favor of lii)eral thouglit, free princij)les, and the dissemina-

tion of knowledge. Every government in Europe is treml)l!ng.


