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with three scholarships. These were sufficient to carryWm through in three years, and there was enough profit-
sharing from the drug-business he had founded on terms
to shelter his mother and his younger brothers, while he
took honours at the University.
There he organized all that students organize, and was

called in at last by the Bursar of his college to re-organize
the commissariat, which he did with such success that the
college saved five thousand dollars a year. He had genius,
the college people said, and after he had taken his degre^
with honours in classics and mathematics they offered him
a professorship at two thousand dollars a year.
He laughed ironically, but yet with satisfaction, when

the professorship was offered. It was all so different from
what was m his mind for the future. As he looked out
of the oriel window in the sweet gothic building, to the
green grass and the maples and ehns which made the college
grounds Uke an old-world park, he had a vision of himself
permanently in these surroundings of refinement growing
venerable with years, seeing pass under his influence
thousands of young men directed, developed and inspired
by him.

He had, however, shaken himself free of this modest
vision. He knew that such a life would act like a narcotic
to his real individuality. He thirsted for contest, for the
control of brain and will; he wanted to construct; he was
filled with the idea of simplifying things, of economizing
strength; he saw how futUe was much competition,
and how the big brain could command and control with
ease, wasting no force, saving labour, making the things
controlled bigger and better.

So it came that his face was seen no more in the oriel
wmdow. With a mere handful of dollars, and some debts,
he left the world of scholarship and superior pedagogy, and
went where the head offices of railways were. RaUways
were the symbol of progress in his mind. The railhead


