
Prof. Walcott says:

"Newfoundland Possesses one of the Great

Roofing Slate Deposits of the World."

In a recent report. Professor

G. B. Walcott. of Washington. Direc-

tor of the Smithsonian Institute,

says :

"Tlif whok' of the IViiiiiMila of Aviilon

In-loiiKS to till' Camhriaii formation, 'riiroiimli

it occur niiiiHToiis M'ins of the fiTU'St roofing

>latc. enough to Mipply half the world with

this conimoility So Ioiik as the Wclsli slate

quarries were hiKlilv productive these slate

deposits in Newfoundland remained unnoticed

and unkni>« n. but with the decline in the out-

put of the Welsh slate iiuarric attention has

been drawn to the New foundland deposits, and

the\ will become a \aluable source of wealth

to the ( :ountr\

.

I examined a tieposit of purple and i;recn

roofiuK slate which occurs on Random Sound,

on the West side of Trinity Bay. In my
opinion this is one of the s;''''i>t roofint? slate

deposits of the world, comparable with that

of North Wales, and the .American deposits at

Newark and Rutland C:ount\, Vermont."

As the properties of the Newfound-

land Shite Quarries, Limited, are in this

same district of which Prof. Walcott

writes as an independent authority,

his remarks are extremely interestins.

What an Eminent Firm of

Analytical Chemists have to say about

Newfoundland Slates.

Messrs. Stanjier and Blount, of the

C.hemical Laboratory and Testing

Works, Westminster, S.W., write as

follows:

" We ha\e made an examination of the samples

of New foundland Slates with a view of deter-

mining their i|uality as roofing material. I'or this

purpose we have anaKsed them and subjected

them to various oth r tests. The samples are

similar in composition and closeU resemble sla* 's

of kTU)w n excellence, such as thtise of I'cnrhyn.

.•\ special search was made for the presence of

p\ rites, but no trace was found either in the

Kreen or in the purple.

The two samples were tested for their absorp-

tion of water, both in their natural condition, and

after their soluble constituents had been removed

by treatment with hydrochloric acid. The
results obtained were satisfactory. The natural

porositN of both samples was very small, and

even when all those constituents which become

soluble under a somewhat severe extraction have

been removed, the slate thus extracted is still but


