
PRRFAr'E II

Mockadc, or the hirfj^or opeiations of cnninioiro-dostroy-
iiij,', has always l>een hased on the iiecessitv of |)r"e

ventinj^ that assistance ivaching the enetny. 'I'hc
standing' illustration is the incessant dispute 'hetween
Kn^dan<l and Fiance durin^^ the two years which pre-
ceded the declar.itioii of war in 177w, when the pro-
fessed object of the ('al)inet at Versailles was to assist
the Anicrican Colonics in theii' rekdlion.
The hislorical method is essential to the under-

standinj^ of what, for want of a better t(>rni. is called
International I,aw"; and the object of this little book

IS to oiv,. in outline the story of' the dilferent periods
when Kuf^dand's action at sea was challen^jed bv com-
binations of the Neutral Powers.

F. T. V.

EDITORTAL NOTE

This treati.se is confined to the historical side of the
question, and avoids any diseu.ssion of its controversial
a.speets, e\cef)t in so far as these form part of it^
history. It is issued to the j)ublic as sup})lying an
indis[)ensable preliminary to the understanding of
present conditions and inteiii itional difficulties.

G. W. PROTHERO.


