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THEY WILL FIGHT THE RAILWAYS.

A Ropresentative Meeting of Ontario Lum-
bermen.

A meeting of the lumbermen of the province was held
in the Board of "trade rooms in the city of Toronto, on
the 28th ult.  The mecting was called solely for the
purpose of taking inmo consideration some plan of
action regarding the unsatisfactory tariff rates on the
Grand Trunk and other railways.

The attendance was nnt as large as it doubtless would
have been had the meeting been called cither before or
after the holiday season,

Among thosc present were the following : Messrs.
Flatt & Bradley, ~er Mr. Patterson), Hamilton ; Geo.
Cormack, Whit.  £.J.C. Thomson, of R. Thomse. &
Co, Hammlton; AJH. Campbell, president Muskoka
Mill and  Lumber o, Toronto; A. K. Mchitosh,
‘Toronto ; Robt. L. McCormack, West Toronto Junc. ;
Tennant & Co, Toronto : T. W, Walker, Agt. The
Rathbun Co.,, Descronto, Toronto; C. W. Burns, Jr.,
South River: Donogh & Oliver, Toronto ; S. C. Kan-
ady & Co., Toronto ; M. Brennan & Sons, Hamilton ;
Patterson Bros., Hamilton ; J. R. Vinfleer, Brantford ;
T, H. Willmott, for Wiilmott & Mclntosh, Toronto;
McCraney, McCaol & Wilson, Taronto ; A. G. Mor-
tmer, Editor CaNabpa  LUMBLERMAN, Peterboro. ; \W.
J. Holliday, Toronto; N. Dyment, Burric; W. D,
Hartney, Stoufivillle ; F. A. Bowden, Toronto ; D. La-
plante, Toronto ; J. Scott, Georgian Bay Lumber Co,
Waubaushene ; Jas. Tennant, for Christie, Kerr & Co,,
‘Toronto ; W, D. Matthews, President Toronto Board
of Trade.

Mr. A, H. Campbell was unanimously called to the
chair.  Mr. A. K. Mclntosh opened the meeting by
reviewing the work that had already been done towards
sccuring a satisfactory redress of the grievances the
lumbermen of the province were laboring under through
the onc-sided action of the railway cor panies. He
said that every cffort had heen made for years to induce
the Grand Trunk railway to amend its present unfair
system of charging by weight at the /point of destina-
tion, but all their cfforts had so far been unavailing.
Matters had now arrived at a crisis, and concerted
action was necessary to press the lumbermen’s claim,
if not by fair arbitsation, then through the medium of
the courts. Some weeks previous they held a meeting
and decided to present their grievances to the Hon,
O. Mowat, and ask him to attempt their redress.
The Premicer after four weeks consideration has ac-
cepted a retainer, and has instilled into the lumbermen
sauguine expectations of the outcome of the coming
struggle.

Mr. John Donogh, of Messrs. Donogh & Oliver, next
took up the question in detail, showing that the
lumbermen'’s grievances of to-day had extended over a
period of twenty years, in fact ever since the car trade
commenced to develop. The pressure was now becom-
ing intolorable. Deputation after deputation had wait-
cd on the representatives of the Grand Trunk railway,
but thair demands had invariably been ignored.

Bad as their trouble had been before in bringing
lumber over the Northern railway, it had mategially in-
creasced since the Grand Trunk assumed control. It is
with the G. T. R. that the lumbermen’s grievances
mainly lie, as this road annually handle nine-tenths of
the lumber going into Toronto. The general system
adopted by American railways, was a rate per thousand
feet, and this was all that was asked for here. They
did not desire to dictate prices to the railways, as they
were quite willing to pay good value for all they receiv-
cd. So long as the present system wasin vogue, neither
the manufacturer, the wholesaler or the retailer, had
any way of determining the freight charges on a car of
lumber. The lumbermen wanted one of two things—
cither that a scale of rates per feet be adopted, or that
the railway companics make provision for the weigh-
ing of both cars and lumber at each point of shipment.
The Jumbermen's counsel, Hon. Mr. Mowat, had lad
his views before them in wnung, and 1t was evident
from the informauon- therein contained, that the lum-
bermen’s case was a strong one.  In fact information
had been furnished that was almost sure to lead to vie-
tory. If Mr. Mowut's advice proved correct it would

revolutiomze the carrymg trade, not only of lumbes,
but of all other classes of freyght.

A general discussion ensued, in wiuch representatines
from different pomts teok part.  The quesuon of the
almost contimuous scaraity of cars, and the consequent
stagnation in moving lumber from one point to another,
was also touched upon, the opinion bemg that there
should also be some means of relicf found to over-
come this difficulty.

The feeling of the meeting was in favor of avoiding the
courts if possible, and the making of one more
effort to arrive at an understanding with the railway

authoritics, failing in which legal proceedings would at - S . k 01
square mile over the highest bid for the same limita

once be instituted.

put up for competition.  The limits went to the in
dividuals offering the largest bonue.  In addition the
Donnnion collected o ground rental of §5 per syuare
muls per annum, m addition to a royalty of § per vent,
on all lumber sales,

*
*

A Tavner berth, consisting of 14 square miles, being
No. 2. Ballantyne, was sold by the Ontario Government
by public auction, on Dec. 1ith, Donald MeMaster, of

" Alexander, bought it at §2,750 per square mile. The

" area being simall, lumbermen had ample time to inspect
" it, andtthe result was that the bidding was spirvited and

It was thereupon resolved, * That™ this meeting ap-

prove of the engagement of Hono Oliver Mowat as
counsel, and that a cumnuttee notmmated b the meet
ing be appomted to act with Mr. Mowat to wait upon
Mr. Hickson and Mr., VanHorne with a statement of our
grievances, and fa:hng a prompt and proper remedy
from this source that such steps be taken,, un-er the
advice of Mr. Mowat, as may be necessary to secure
our proper rights.

The following committee was then appointed :
Messrs. Scott, Brennan, Thompson, Ferguson, Dyment,
Donogh, Willinott and Mclntosh.

It was understood that the aboy . geatlemen were to

did not slacken untill the price had risen $400 per

year ago. ‘The following are some of the lambermen
represented | Conk Bios, Mr Maswell, John Waldie,

" Ale Arthur Bros, Toronto s James Ravside, M. I 17,
+

act as convenors of the deputation, with power to add .

to their nummber.  After a vote of thanks being ten-
dered to the chairman, the meeting adjourned.

SPLINTERS.

SOME interested partics at Port Arthur, attempted to
boom a big demonstration in commemoration of the
Privy Council’s recent decision »¢ the disputed territory.
The effort appears to have been a failure, however.

* 0w

THE Lumber Trade Journal, of Chicago, has pur-
chased the subscription list and advertising patronage
of Zumber, Chicago's youngest lumber journal, recently
conducted by A. H. Hitchcock. With four lumber
papers the metropolis of the Westcertainly had one too
many, and the yearling, though a healthy child for its

age, had to succomb. .
»

OWING to the action of the Dominion Government
in lowering freight rates on the Intercolonial railway,
Quebec shippers are now sending large quantities of
deals forward from Quebec to Halifax, a distance of
678 miles, at which point they are shipped to Europe.
Although 1t makes a pretty long haul, shipments of
lumber over the Intercolonial to the seaboard increased
from 116,000,000 to 161,000,000 feet in 1887 as com-

pared with 1886.
.

In the official report of the French Forestry Depart-
ment the countries of Europe are classed as follows .
Those inwhich the production were less than the con-
sumption arc the United Kingdom, France, Belguim,
Holland, Italy, Spain, Portugal, Greece and Denmark.
Those in which the production is equal to or greater
than the consumption are Russia, Sweden, Norway,
Austria, Hungary, Germany and Switzerland.

*5

A MONTH or two ago THE LUMBERMAN published
an article from the pen of Dr. Otto Hahn, of Reuth-
agen, Germany, on the manufacture of pulp out of
sawdust and pine fibre. It is interesting to know that
the patent on this side of the Atlantic was transferred
the other day to American capitalists for a cash con-
sideration of $150,000. It is said that previous to this
patent being procured several Canadians knew of the
means of working up pine fibre into pulp for the pur-
pose of paper manufacture, but they allowed the chance

to go by. It is now known that excellent paper can be*

made out of sawdust, and in Germany operations on a
very large scale are being pushed forward.
*_ %
* .
THE revenue obtained by the Dominion Governiment

" from the sale of timber and mineral leases in the dis-

puted termtory ciaimed by Ontarto was small.  The
regulations were the same as those in vogue in Manito-
ba and the North-west.  Private parties could not
secure timber properties unless the properties were first

o ¥

Lavcaster ; Klock, Hale & Booth, A. Fraser, Ottawa g
Mr. Pack, Cleveland; M MeCay, Renfrew: Mr Thas
Murray, M. P. P, Pembroke; Beck & Co, Penetan.
guishene,

UNWISE CANADIAN LEGISLATION.

Under the above caption, Edward Jack,of Frederick-
ton, N. B., writes to a New York journal as follows .—

“The writer is not sufficicntly well acquainted with
the state of matters in Ontario to discuss the grestion
of the propricety or impropriety of the export duty levied
there on Canadian logs, but, in so far as this duty
afiects the St. John, full acquaintance with its situation
and circumstances enables hin to say that it has heen
a great injury to the people residing in New Brunswick,
adjacent to its banks, as well as the railway and other
interests of the Province of Qucbec.

Commencing at a point three miles above the Grand
Falls of the St. John, for ncarly seventy miles, the
center of that narrow river is the boundary between the
United States and Canada ; above this, in Maine, as
well as in Quebec, there are vast forests, the timber
from which must be driven down the St. Joln.

For thirty-three miles of the distance, where the St.

| John is the bLoundary, the New Brunswick railway

skirts its shores, and there would be ne difficulty in
this railway crossing into the State o” Maine, to carry
manufactured woeds sawa from lumber cut in the
Province of Quebeg, did not this unwise law virtvally
forbid it.

‘The residents along the river in the locality referred
to being nearly all Acadian French, they arc one in
evenything but nominal nationality, more especially ..
the river is bridged by ice for a considerable portion of
the year. N

Anything approaching the cffectual carrying out of
an cxport duty law in this great country of torests is
impossible ; hence its only effect is to reduce th. value
of the standing trees, as well as that of labor in the
country adjacent, because, however, cveryone may
know the impossibility of carrying out this law. Cap-
talists will not invest large sums of money in mills
on the American side to manafcture wood cut on the
English side, in dread of the terrors of the existing law;
and thus it is that the United States is the gainer by
$2 per M on spruce and $3.50 per M, B. M., on Cedar
logs, being the amount of duty levied on the same in
the United States.  While the New Brunswick Rail-
way, the land holders in Quebee, and the /abitants on
the river are the losers of this. .

After all, the whole question is whether the sawing
shall be done at one point along the river or on the op-
pos.te bank; at the distance of a few hundred feet, and
thereby save the sums mentioned ; the difference in
benefits to the pcopie on either side being hut a trifle,no
matter where such mill was erected, for they are French,
and brothers, wherever their residence may he.

[We don’t know who Mr. Edward Jack, of Frederick-
ton, N. B, is, but from what we can glean from the
above, and other letters from the same source, we have
formed the opinion that though the writer assumes to
lise in Canada, his interests lic more in the United-
States than they do in this country. His arguments, if
arguments they be, certainly du not correspond with
the siews of the lumber trade of New Brunswick, but
will doubdess find favor across the lines.—ED., LUM-
BERMAN.]



