
August, 1865.] L AW J OU RN AL. [VOL. I., N. S.-2()5

TRE OnIcIN 0F MAGNA CLIARTA.

baron's demands. Preparatory to this, the
barons assembled with some two thousand
knights of their retainer in their train, and
marched to Brackely, about fifteen miles fromn
Oxford, wvhere the king was. This was on
the 27th April, 1215. CThe king thereupon
sent to them to ascertain precisely what liber-
tics they claimed, and they sent him back a
schedule, with a threat that if he did not grant
thern they would seize his casties; and they
referred again to the ch-argcter of llenry I.
The king wvas greatly indignant at the demand,
and replied to them by an oath that he never
would grant their demands, and the barons
thereupon took measures to enforce them. In
May they disclaimed their allegiance to John,
an-d obtained absolution therefrom by the
favor of one of the canons of Durham ; and,
in the end, took possession of London on the
24th of that month. The king found hiînself
abandoned by his followers, and ail bis lords
but scven, and concluded to yield to the
requircînents of the barons, and proposed a
meeting for that purpose. The 9th June was
fixed for the meeting, but they did not coîne
together tilt the lSth. The conference then
opene(l, and was contintied tilt the 19th, when
the heads of the agreement, to which the king
consented to acedle, were reduced to the form
of a charter, and sealed with bis great seal.
Original duplicates of this were prepared andl
deposited in every diocese in the kingdom,
several of which are still extant, and two of
thein are now in the British Museum.

This, in brief, is the history of this famous
instrument, which has from that day been
regarded as the great charter of English lib-
erties, and held in the highest veneration by
every Englishman, wherever ho was to be
found. The English colonists brought with
thein this sentiment in ail its freshness and
vitality; and, through the long struggle with
the miother country, constantly referred to it
as the great palladium of their rights as Englsh-
mon. It enters largely into the declaration of
,their rights in the constitution of Massachu-
setts and other of the States, and furnished
the elenients of thought, if not the forms of
expression, wvhich sprung up in so mnany
shapes in the earlier declarations of Arnerican.
liberties.

Its effeet in England was important and im-
mnediate in one respect, which is noticed by Mr.
Macaulay in bis history. Lt united and merged
the hitherto discordant eloments of Saxon and
Norman races into one nationalty. A common
sufèrimmg under the tyranny of a king who had
proved himself falso to ail his subjects united
themn into a common strugglo for redress ; and
the constant vigilance which was stili requisite
to guard the boon wbich they had thus won
against the ill-concealed treachory of the king,
operated to cernent the now English people,
11obles and commuoners, Normans and Saxons,
together, into what ere long became a homo-
geneous whole.

The work, seems to have been but haîf ac-
complished in the minds of the men of power
in England when they had the signature and
seal of only one king. They do not seem to
have rogarded his ac't as necessarily binding
upon bis succossors; and we accormlingly find
that within a fortnight aftor the successor of
John, Henry Ill., was crowned, although bhe
was but then nîne years of age, he ratified and
renewed this charter with great soleminity,
but with sundry modifications which the cir-
cumstances of the timo seemed to require.
This was repeated sevoral timos during the
reign of Henry Ill., and by successive sover-
eigns, tilt the saine had been gravely and
solemnly conflrmed more tlîan thirty timies
down to the time of Hlenry V. ; there being a
disposition on the one side to evade, and on
the other, as they had the king sufficiently in
their power to insist upon his republishing or
re-afflrniing the binding obligation of an instru-
ment which took a variety #of significant
names, such as " Charta Libertatum," and
" Communis, Libertas Anglioe," or " Liberta-
tis Anglio' " lCharta de Libertatibus," "lMag-
na Charta," and tho like. (Coke Lit. 81 a.)

The copy of tbe charter commonly found in
*our law books pîîrports to bc that which
Henry 111. granted in the nintb year of his
reign, and is sufficiently identical with that of
John to be referrod to for an explanation of
its provisions. I3efore doing that, bowever,
1 ought to spoak more fully of the place at
which the original was signed, now so famous
in history, known as Ruiènymede. Lt is said
to have taken its name from " Riie," the
Saxon for council, and IlJle," or, "lthe
council meadow," where formerly the Saxons
had held their councils. Lt is a mneadowv of
about one hundred anI sixty acres, lving along
the Thames, upon the Surr-ev side od the river,
about eighteen miles frýom London, near Eg-
bam, Staines, and Windsor Park. In the
history of Surrey it is described as still being
a meadow, which is turned into racing ground
in August of each year. In the 'Ihames there
is a little island which is the traditional spot
upon which the charter was actually signed ;
and upon the bank of the stream, upon its
opposite side, stood the fanious tree called the
".,Ankerwyke Yew," which is still green and
fresh after the lapse of six hundred amI fifty
years. (3 Hist. Surrey, 224, 1 Knight's llist.
Eng. .347, 351.)-Law Rep)orter.

EVADING TOLLS.
A very ingenous mode of evading the pay-

ment of toli at Xhalleybridge-gate, bas been
turned to a profit by a certain innkoeper, who
made use Of the evasion for the purpose of'
attracting customers to bis house. Lt appears
that the keeper of the White Hart bas a field
adjoining the inn, and between the inn and the
ontrance to the field, stands the Whalley-
bridge-gate. Niellor, the appellant, who is *a
farnier, was driving 120 sheep from ledding-


