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The United Empire Loyalists.

If honor is a mark of nobility, then the old United
Empire Loyalists can truly be classed among the first
aristocracy of Canada, for a more honorable class of
people never settled in the Province. Steadfast in
character, true to their principles, loyal to their king,
they chose to leave their homes and property in the
United States and come and hew out new homes for
themselves in the Canadian backwoods rather than
remain under a government so antagonistic and bitter
towards the Mother Country they loved.  Many of them
had considerable property, but they preferred to sacrifice
it all rather than become citizens of a hostile government.
To be sure the British Government gave them grants of
land, and furnished many things necessary for begin-
ning life in a new country so far away from the older
settled parts; still it did not begin to repay them for the
hardships and privations they endured in the early
days of their settlement. Many of them sundered
family ties that they might remain true to their con-

victions and allegiance. As an instance, the writer has

in mind one family where the mother remained in
Pennsylvania with several of her children, while the
father came to Canada with the remaining two, and

although the mother followed the waggon conveying

her husband and children away, weeping, and trying to




