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were in the flee from which we had just cleared our-

selves. I shall not attempt a description of our sensa-

(ions on this day ; there are some people who can easi-

ly imagiBe them, and those who cannot, will never

have waded thus far through my journaJ. We had

now been part of every month in the year in confine-

ment, having entered on the 24th of September, and

being freed on the 9th of August.
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CHAPTER XII.

Expedition returning—A land-mark erected—Account of Igloulik—

•

Drift of tlie ahip—Danger of (he ships wlule driviog-x-Lyou Inlet

—Death of Mr. George Fife—His case-—The ships drive out of

i^on Inlet—Open water seen, and an offing made—-Passage down
Hudson's Strait and across the Atlantic—-Arrival and hospitable

reception at Lerwicli.

Ow joining the Fury, 1 went on board to Ceptaio

Parry, and from him reotif«d a latter to read to my
officers and ship's company, informisg them of the

chai^^e which was about to take place. We now beat

«p the Inlet to our old wintering quarter, which, as if

by magic, had been entirely cleared of ice in one

night ; and it was also open as far as we could see up

Quilllam Creek from the highest ground.

Preparations were now made for our receiving seve-

ral of the stores and provisions which we had supplied

to the Fury in the spring. Captain Parry purposed re-

maining here a week, in order to paint and equip bis

ship for her passage home.
The whole day of the 10th was occupied in trans-

porting stores, and before night every thing was finish-

ed and stowed.

Soon after midniffht of the 10th, we observed the

strait to be rapidly filling wi :h ice ; and at one a. m. a

ery heavy floe came down at the rate of two knots,

and settled across our boFs: before we could weig*


