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in his heart ; when those who moat acutely feel

Its infamy and the reproach it casts upon the

nation, and who most denounce it to each other,

dare to set their heels upon and crush it openly,

in the sight of all men ; then, I will believo that

its influence i^ lessening, andmen are returning

to their marly aonies. But while that Press has
its evil eye m every house, and ita black hand in

everp appoi^tinent in the state, from a president

to a postman ; while, with ribald slander for ita

ooly atock in trade, it ia the atandard literature

of an enormous class, who must find their read-

tog hi a newspaper, or they will not read at ail

;

M> long must its odium be upon the country's

head, and so long must the evil it works, be

iifaunly visible in the Republic.

To those who are accustomed to the leadhig

English Journals, or to the respectable journals

of the Continent of Europe ; U those who are

aoeustomed to anything else in print and paper

;

it would be impossible, without an amount ofex-

tract for which I have neither space nor inclina-

tion, to convey an adequate idea of this flrightful

engine in America. But if anyman desire con-

firmation (rf'my statement on this head, let him
lapair to any place in this city ofLondon where
scattered numbers of these pubUeatioua are to

be found ; and there let him form his own opin-

ion.*

It would be well, there can be no donbt, fur

the American pe<^e as a whole, if they loved

the Real less, and the Ideal somewhat more. It

would be weU, if there were greater enoourage-

nent to lightness of heart and gayety, and a
wider cultivation of what is beautiful, without

being eminently and directly usefiil. But then,

i think the general remonstrance, " we are a
new country," wtiicbia ao often«d«anoed as an
excuse for defects which arc quite unjustifiable,

a» being, of right, only the slew growth of an
<oid one, may be very reasonably urged; and I

yet hope to hear of Utere being some other na-

tional amusonent in the United States, besides

ewspaper politics.

Theyeeitainly are not ahumorens people, and
their temperamentalways imprsssed meas being

«f a doll and gloomy character. In shrewdness
of remarii, and a certain cast-iron quaintneas, the
Yankees, or people of New<-Engtand, nnqaeetion-

abiy take the lead ; as they do ia moet other ev-

idencesofinteltigence. But in travelling aboat,

«at of the large cities ; as I have xeauaked in

fermer parts of this volume ; I was quite op-

pressed by the prevailingserioosness and melan-
choly air af business : which was so general and
unvarying, that at every new town I came to, I

seemed to meet the very same people whom I

had left behind me, at the last. Such defects as

are perceptibly in the national manners, seem, to

me, to be referable, i^ a great degree, to this

cause -. which has generated a dull, sullen per-

sistence in coarse usages, and rejected the gra-

ces of life as undeserving of attention. There
is no doubt that Washington, who was alw^ays

must scrupulous and exact on points of ceremo-

* Or, let him refer to an able, and perfectly truthful arti-

cle, in The Foreign Quarterly Review, published in the pres-

ent month of October ; to which my attention has been
attracted, since those elieets have been passings through the
press. He will tlud some specimens there, by no means re-

markable to any man who has been in America, bat sulli-

oieatly striking; to one who has not.

ny, perceived the tendency towards this mistake,
even in liis time ; and did his utmost to cor-
rect it.

I cannot hold with other writers on these sulv
jeots that the prevalence of various forms of
dissent in America, is in any way attributable

to the non-existence there, of an established
church : indeed, I think the temper of the peo-
ple, if it admitted of such an Institution being
founded among them, would lead them to de-
sert it, as a matter of course, merely because it

was established. But, supposing it to exist, I

doubt its probable efficacy in summoning the
wandering sheep to one great fold, simply be-

cause of the immense amount of dissent whick
prevails at home : and because I do not find in

America any one form of religion with which
we in Europe, or even in England, are unae-
qnainted. Dissenters resort thither in great
numbers, as other people do, simply because it

is a land of resort : and great settlements of
them are founded, because ground can be pur-
chased, and towns and villages reared, where
there were none of the biin> creation before.

But even the Shakers en lea from England

:

our country is not v n to Mr. Joseph
Smith, the opostle of . or to his
benighted disciples: I oa chtid religious

scenes myself in some uf , : ulous towns
which can hardly be 8urpa.>^. u b> a.. American
camp-meeting; and I am not aware that any
instance of superstitious imposture on the one
hand, and superstitious credulity on the other,

has had its origin in the United States, which
we cannot more than parallel by the precedents
of Mrs. Southcote, Mary Tofts, the rabbit-breed-

er, or even Mr. Thom of Canterbury : whieh
latter case arose, some time after the dark ages
had passed away.
The Republican Institutions of America uo'

dottbtedly lead the people to assert theur self-

respect and their equality ; but a traveller is

bound to bear those Institutions in his mind,
and not hastily to reeent the near approach of
a dass of strangers, who, at home, would keep
akiof. This cfaarat^eristie, when it was tine.'

tureed with no fo<di«h pride, and stopiped short
of no honest service, never oflendedme : and I
very seldom, if ever, experienced, its rudeor oih
becoming display. Onee or twice it was comi-
cally developed, as in the fbUowing case : bat
this was ao amusing incident, and not the rulo
nor near it.

I wanted a pair of boots at a certain town, for
I had none to travel in, but those with the mem>
orable cork soles, which were much too hot for

the fiery decks of a steamboat. I therefore sent
a message to an artist in boots, importing, with
my compliments, that I should be happy to see
him, if he would do me the polite favour to
call. He vjry kindly returned for answer that
he would " look round" at six o'clock that even-
ing.

I was lying on the sofa, with a book and a
wineglass, at about that time, when the door
opened, and a gentleman in a stiff cravat, with-

in a year or two on either side of thirty, enter-

ed, in his hat and gloves ; walked up to the
looking-glass ; arranged his hair ; took off his

gloves ; slowly produced a measure from the
uttermost depths of his coat-pocket ; and re-

quested me, ill a languid tone, to " unfix" my


