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lieutenants, and about one hundred private foldiersl

part of fix hundred who had been fent out in tartaneil

the preceding day, to reinforce the enemy s-fquadron.|

This foon re-appearing, the line of battle was fornicdl

on each fide ; and about two o'clock admiral BynJ
threw out a lignal to bear away two points from thel

wind and engage. At this time his diilance from thq

€nemy was fo great, that rear-admiral Weft, perceivingl

it impoflible to comply with both orders, bore awajl

with his divifion feven points from the wind, and, clof-l

ing down upon the enemy, attacked them with fuch m[
petubfity, that the (hips which oppofed him were in'jil

little time driven out of the line. Had he bee; proper.!

ly fudained by the van, in all probability i.. Britiflil

fleet would have obtained a complete vi^ory: out ihel

other divifion did not bear down^ and the enemy'il

centre keeping their ftation, rear-admiral Weft couldl

not purfue his advantage without running the rifqueol

feeing his communication with the reft of the line en|

tirely cut off. In the beginning of the ad^ion the In|

trepid, in Mr. Byng*s divifion, was fo difabled in liefl

rigging, that fhe could not be managed, and drove onl

the fliip that was next in pofition : a circumftancel

which obliged feveral others to throw all a-back, in oh

dcr to avoid confufion, and for fome time retarded the|

adion. Certain it is, that Mr. Byng, though accommo-

Jated with a noble fliip of ninety guns, made little otl

no ufe of his artillery ; but kept aloof, either from anl

oveiftrained obfervance of difeipline, or timidity.l

When his captain exhorted him to bear down upon tbfl

enemy, he very cooly replied, that he would avoid thel

, error of admiral Matthews, whoj in his cngagementl

with the French and Spanifh fquadrons off Toulon,

during the preceding war, had broke the line by his owdI

precipitation, and expofed himfelffingly to a fire thtti

he conld not fuftain. Mr. Byng, on the contrary, m'«|

tietermincd againft ading, except with the line intire;!

and, on pretence of reftifying the diforder which hadl

linj-ipencd among fome of the fliips, hefitated fo longj

and kept at fuch a wary diftance, that he was never pro-|

pcrly engaged, though he received fome few fhots in hul

hull. Mr. de la Galiflbniere feemed equally averfctol


