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No foonef was the late War with France concluded, and
Peace eftablilTied by the Treaty of Verfailles in the Year

1763, than I began to confider (having rendered my
country Iconic fervices during the war) how I might continue

ftill ferviceable, and contribute, as much as lay in my power,

to make that vafl acquifition of territory, gained by Great-Bri-

tain, in North America advantageous to it. It appeared to mc
indilpenfably needful, that Government fhould be acquainted in

•he firfl: place with the true ftate of the dominions they were
now become polTelTed df. To this purpof^, I determined, as

the next proof of my zeal, to explore the moft unknown parts

of them, and to fpare no trouble or expence in acquiring a

knowledge that promifed to be fo ufeful to my countrymen. I

knew that many obftr.u<^ions would arife to my fcheme from the

want of good Maps and Charts ; for the French, whilft they re-

taified their power in North America, had taken every artful

method to keep all other nations, particularly the Englifh, in ig-

norance of the concerns of the interior parts of it : and to ac-

complilTi this defign with the greatei; certainty, they had publilhed

inaccurate maps and falfe accounts; calling the different nations

«f the Indians by nicknames they had given them, and not by
thofe really appertaining to them. Whether the intention of

the French in doing this, was to prevent thefe nations from be-

ing difcovered and traded with, or to conceal their difcourfe,

j^'hen they talked to each other of the Indian concerns, in their

prefence, I will not determine ; but whatfoever was the caufe

from which it arofe, it tended to millead.

As a proof that the Englilh had been greatly deceived by thefe

accounts, and that their knowledge relative to Canada had ufu-

ally been very confined;—before the conqueft of CroWn-Point in

1759, it had been efteemed an impregnable fortrefs; but no
fooiier was it taken, than we were convinced that it had acquir-

ed its greatell fecurity from talfe reports, given out by its pof-

feffors, and might have been battered down with a few four

pounders. Even its fltuation, which was reprefented to be fo

very advantageous, was found to owe its advantages to the fame
fource. It cannot be denied but that feme maps of thefe coun-

tries have been publifhed by the French with an appearance of
accuracy; but thefe areoffol'mall a fize and drawn on ib minute

afcale, that they are nearly inexplicable. The lources of the-
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