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Mr. :MILLS (Botliwell). Mr. Speaker. I am
alK)xit to submit to tlic Hoiise a motiou of

very great impoi'tnuee. a motion wliich. in my
opinion, the House would l>e wanting; in its

duty to the oountiy if It fails to supiwrt. I

am about to ask tlie House to decliire that the

time has oome when commei'cial ti-fatios, in

tlie interests of Canada, should be nofrotiateLl

by persons who are responsible to the r.oveni-

ment of Gmada and for whose acTj^ the ad-

visers of the Cro^^^l in Canada should be held

responsible to the House of Commons. We
have often, within »^(se walls, had dra\ra for

us bright word pictui'es of om* unmonse area,

telling ns how we spanned the oontinonr ft-ora

the Atlantio to the racilic. and how wo
stretched fi-om the fertile r(^gions of the

temperate zone far into the royions of p.-i--

petual frost. We have had presented to us

glowing word pictui'es of the teeming mil-

lions Avho, at no distant day, are to tilll the

waste places, and to turn what is now a

solitude hito fniitful fields, dotted with towns

and cities, tilled %\ith a liusy and prosperous

population. But after these delightful antici-

jjatlons are i'oaUze<l, even our national ix>Avers

are to remam the same as they are at present:

are to remain .stationai':^. our political disaV)ili-

ties fU'e to continue, and our poUtical life and

actions are to operate within the limits fixed

Ity the events and bj- the coiuUtions of a

j

periotl long since passe<l. Though the coimtry

I

may grow to the thought, feeling and stanu'e

,
of niiinliood, there must be no constitutional

I

gi'owth coiTesiX)uding Txlth the general pro-

gi'ess in wealth and population of the ooimti'y.

I
T repudiate this docti-ine ; I maintain that it

1 is one inimiail to oiu: progi-ess and opposed to

j

the genius of om- institutions. Mi'. Spealier,

the time lias come when the gentlemen on the

Ti-easmy 1)enches ought to deal candidly

\Aith tlie House ; they ought to make their

lK>sitlon on this subject, of commercial ti'eaties,

perfectly InteUigible to the House and to the

country. If I rightly understand them, it is

their couteutioji that our foreign trade rela-

tions must, as l(jng iis we remain a part of

the Empu'e, continue in other liands than
join's, so hi theu' opinion we must choose be-

:tAveeii British connection and self-goveiiiment

j

l>eyond that measure of self-government

j

which we already possess. We must consent

I

to leave forever the regulation of oiu' foreign

I

ti-ade in other hands, or we must submit to

,

being put out of the British family and left to

; ])rotect oui'selves from foreign encreaohment
I I do not know whether, if this alternative

was the neces-sai-j- result of the proposition

v.hich I maintain, that it would serlou.sly men-
ace our future prospects ; l)iit I deny altogether

that any such altei-native Ls before us ai'lsing

out of tills subject Tliat such an alternative

is uivolved has often been asserted, but no
attempt has eA-er been made to sustain this

\


